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PROCEDURAL ISSUES
· Must hold hearing within 42 days of filing of supplemental petition (21 day extension for “good cause”). Court must issue opinion and order within 70 days of commencement of trial.
· Was legally sufficient notice provided to the necessary parties? (Agency, person/institution with custody, parent, guardian, or legal custodian, guardian ad litem, L-GAL, attorneys, prosecuting attorney, child aged 11+, tribe, Indian custodian, foster or pre-adoptive parents, relative caregiver, any other person the court is required notify.) 
· If a parent is in prison, was s/he able to participate in person or via telephone?

· If there is only one respondent parent, what is the status of the other parent? What specific steps has the agency taken to locate and engage the other parent? 
· Are the parent(s) and child represented by legal counsel?  
REQUIRED JUDICIAL FINDINGS/DECISIONS/ORDERS

· If ICWA applies, confirm that a qualified expert witness has testified and that active efforts have been provided by the agency to maintain the Indian family. If termination is to occur, determine beyond a reasonable doubt that continued custody of the child by the parent or Indian custodian is likely to result in serious emotional or physical damage to the child.
· Determine if grounds for termination of parental rights have been met. 
· Determine if termination of parental rights is in the child’s best interests.  
· Support the best interest findings with facts from the record.  Consider the child’s preference, parent/child bond, the risk to the child if placed with the parent(s) and other relevant considerations based on the whole record.  MCL 712A.19b(5)
· If none of the statutory grounds for termination is satisfied, dismiss the petition.
· If a ground exists for termination, but the court is not satisfied that termination of parental rights is in the child’s best interest, dismiss the petition.

· If a ground for termination of parental rights exists and termination of parental rights is in the child’s best interest, enter an order terminating parental rights. 
· MCR 3.977(H)(1) requires written findings of fact and conclusion of law.
· Inform parent(s) of right to appeal. MCR 3.977(J)(1)
· If the parent requests appointed appellate counsel within 14 days of receiving the order terminating parental rights and the parent is indigent, appoint appellate counsel within 14 days of the parent’s request for counsel. 
· Determine whether to maintain the child as a county ward or commit the child to the MCI Superintendent.  
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