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What Is DHS Children’s Services 
Policy?

• Children’s services policies do not have the 
force or effect of law They represent theforce or effect of law. They represent the 
agency’s interpretation of applicable law and 
instructions on how we implement that law. 

• Policies are formulated through an internal 
process, not “promulgated” under Administrative 
Procedures ActProcedures Act.

• Interim policy is distributed to the field via 
bulletins and L-Letters.



Distinguish Policy from 
Administrative Rule

• DHS has promulgated administrative rules 
i bj t i l di hild l ion various subjects, including child placing 

agencies, child caring institutions, foster 
homes, and the Child Care Fund.

• Administrative rules are promulgated 
pursuant to the APA.pursuant to the APA.

Where Do I Find Policy?

• http://www.mfia.state.mi.us/olmweb/ex/html/



http://www.mfia.state.mi.us/olmweb/ex/
html/

http://www.mfia.state.mi.us/olmweb/ex/
html/



Sample Table of Contents

Sample Policy Page



Sample Bulletin TOC

Sample Bulletin Page



CPS Policies of Note
“PSM”

• 711-5: operational definitions of child 
abuse and neglectabuse and neglect

• 713-8 and 716-1 to 716-9: special 
investigative situations

• 713-11: risk assessment
• 713-3 and 717-2 to 717-3: central 

registry/expungement
• 714-1: post-investigative services
• 715-1 to 715-3: court procedures

Foster Care Policies of Note
“FOM”

• 722-3: placement and replacement
• 722-6B: permanency planning conferences722 6B: permanency planning conferences
• 722-7: permanency planning
• 722-8C: parent-agency treatment plan
• 722-9: USP
• 722-10: review hearings
• 901-910: funding for placement and care
• 931-932: interstate placements
• 950 and 960: youth in transition and educational 

training vouchers



Adoption Policies of Note
“ADM”

• 210: referral to adoption services

• 300: child adoption assessment

• 510: family adoption assessment

• 800 to 880: MCI

• Adoption Subsidy Manual (“AAM”)

Other Policies of Note

• Services Requirements Manual (“SRM”)131: 
confidentiality/release of informationconfidentiality/release of information

• Children’s Guardianship Manual (“GDM”): 
juvenile guardianships, juvenile guardianship 
assistance program, and EPIC guardianships 
(forthcoming)

• Juvenile Justice Field Services and Juvenile• Juvenile Justice Field Services and Juvenile 
Justice Residential manuals

• Native American Affairs Manual
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