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PROCEDURAL ISSUES

· Applies when:

· Law enforcement or CPS seeks an interim placement order after law enforcement takes a child into protective custody without a court order. MCR 3.963(A)
· CPS seeks an interim removal and placement order for a child prior to court jurisdiction.  MCR 3.963(B)
· Interim order must be Title IV-E compliant (see below) to receive federal funding.
· If there is only one respondent parent, what is the status of the other parent? What specific steps has the agency taken to locate and engage the other parent? 
· Inquire if the child is an “Indian Child” (requires qualified expert witness to remove the child).
CONTRARY TO THE CHILD’S WELFARE TO REMAIN IN THE HOME (TITLE IV-E)

· Is it contrary to the child’s welfare to remain in the home? (Finding must be made in any order authorizing removal or placement.)

· What condition(s) makes the home an unsafe place for the child, requiring removal?

REASONABLE EFFORTS TO PREVENT REMOVAL (TITLE IV-E)
· Have reasonable efforts been made to prevent removal from the home? (Finding must be made within 60 days of removal.)  
· Have active efforts been provided to maintain the “Indian child’s” home?  
· Can services be provided to maintain the child safely in the home?

· Reasonable efforts are not required if one of the enumerated aggravated circumstances exists. (See MCL 712A.19a for list.) 

REQUIRED JUDICIAL FINDINGS/DECISIONS/ORDERS

· Contrary to the child’s welfare to remain in the home (see above). List specific facts to support contrary to the welfare finding.

· Reasonable efforts to prevent the removal. Describe specific efforts. 
· Indicate if reasonable efforts are not required (aggravated circumstances). 
· Place the child with DHS for care and supervision, and order DHS to place “Indian Child” according to tribe/ICWA placement preferences.
· Is the identity of the “Indian Child’s” tribe known at this time? If so, order caseworker to contact tribe immediately or first thing the next day.
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