
Proos, LaSata attend State of the Judiciary

On April 14, 2010, State Rep. John Proos and the Hon. Charles LaSata attended the first State of the 
Judiciary address to the Legislature in nearly a decade. 
 
In a special House/Senate hearing, the chief justice of the state Supreme Court today addressed the 
Legislature, statewide public officials and the public on the state of the judiciary. Proos noted that it is the 
first address of its kind during his terms of service. 
 
"The judicial branch of our state government does excellent work in affecting justice," said Proos, R-St. 
Joseph. "Each branch of government in Michigan is accountable to the voters and the other branches, and 
today's address is an important part of the process. It was a real honor for me to have the opportunity to hear 
the historic address with Judge LaSata." 
 
Judge LaSata is a circuit court judge for Berrien County. He formerly served as a state representative in the 
79th District, as St. Joseph city commissioner, and mayor of St. Joseph. He also represented the state of 
Michigan on several boards; served on the Civil Justice Task Force with the National Conference of State 
Legislators, and the Civil Justice Task Force for the American Legislative Exchange Council. The last state 
of the judiciary address was given in 2000, by then-Chief Justice Elizabeth Weaver. 
— Benton Spirit 

Rep. John Proos is pictured with the Hon. 
Charles LaSata on the House floor before 
the State of the Judiciary address.
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