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Recognizing Residents District Court celebrates Juror Appreciation Month

The Wayne County 36th District Court is celebrating Juror Appreciation month during the
month of July to recognize city of Detroit residents who have completed jury duty and to
highlight the honor and importance of serving on a jury.

Throughout the month, activities include airing of the court's jury service video, "Jurors in
Paradise," as well as a variety of documentaries and musical performances on DVD
provided by The Detroit Public Library

In addition to light morning refreshments, jurors are provided with a copy of the resolution
issued by the Michigan Supreme Court, bookmarks imprinted with a juror appreciation
message, and Certificates of Appreciation.

They are also provided with a book, "Lift Every Voice, A Celebration of Freedom,"
compliments of The Rotary Club of Detroit and visitdetroit bags filled with visitdetroit
magazines, maps, and DET bumper stickers, gratuitous of the Detroit Metro Convention &
Visitors Bureau.

To further stress the importance of serving, The Detroit Free Press is providing jurors with
free newspapers throughout the month.

According to Chief Judge Marylin E. Atkins, the objective of Juror Appreciation Month is to
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show past and prospective jurors that their contributions are greatly appreciated by the
court. A member of the bench greets the jurors daily and thanks them for serving.

"Jury service is a vital aspect of our government," said Judge Atkins. "When you serve as
juror you not only serve your country, but you serve as an integral part of the justice
system."

Atkins added that the 36th District Court has developed ways to enhance the experience of
jury duty in the court such as applying closed captioning to the court's "Jurors in Paradise"

video The video is shown to jurors daily and provides an overview of the role as a juror The
closed captioning has been added to serve the hearing impaired community.

"We want every juror to feel appreciated and to know how much we value their time and
commitment to our system of justice,”" Atkins said. "We would also like to thank the many
private companies, government agencies, small businesses, school districts, and all those
who encourage and support their employees when they are called to jury service.

"We depend on your service - thank you for doing your duty!"
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