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Wayne County Circuit Court joins courts across the state to celebrate Juror
Appreciation Month

By Taryn Hartman
Legal News

Wayne County Circuit Court Judge Ed Ewell, presiding judge of the court's criminal division,
told a room full of prospective jurors at the Frank Murphy Hall of Justice that he knew many
of them didn't want to be there a little after 8 a.m. on a Monday morning.

"We recognize it's a hardship,” Ewell said of jury duty shortly before addressing the group
yesterday in honor of July's designation as Juror Appreciation Month by the Michigan
Supreme Court. At the same time, he continued, jury service is "a privilege we as citizens
have to protect people who are accused of crimes."

Ewell told the packed house the court couldn't do its job without jurors and that the jury
aspect of the American legal system makes it the envy of countries around the world.

"Jury service gets a bad rap, but | think we really need to turn that around because it's
something that gives a lot back," Ewell said. "It's one of the few opportunities we have to
exercise our rights as citizens."

"Jury service is the community's participation in the justice system," said Supreme Court
Chief Justice Marilyn Kelly. "Juror Appreciation Month recognizes that jury service is truly
democracy in action.”
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In a resolution designating July as Juror Appreciation Month, the Court said that "the right
to trial by jury is one of the core values of American citizenship."

Kelly said she hopes that Juror Appreciation Month encourages potential jurors to respond
willingly when summoned.

"For most of us, our first thought on getting a jury summons is '"How do | get out of it?""
the chief justice noted. "But in my experience, even the most reluctant jurors find the
experience very rewarding. They come away with a renewed appreciation for the justice
system, and for their part in bringing justice to those whose cases they hear."

In a county as large and diverse as Wayne, Ewell said it's important to have a diverse
group of jurors deciding each case, as seeing people who look like them on the jury helps
those accused of crimes feel comfortable in court.

MaryKay Wimsatt of the circuit court's jury services department said the court summons an
average of 1,200 citizens to jury duty each week. For the past few months, the number
who report to Frank Murphy has averaged 874. Only four full-time employees handle the
work of processing so many jurors.

Someone from the court, usually a judge, addresses the jury pool every weekday morning
except on Fridays, Ewell said.

"As a trial judge, | think it's one of the cooler things we do," he added, explaining that once
they get over their initial grumbling about serving, jurors often bond with one another and
form friendships.

"This is something | take very, very seriously,”" Ewell said of jury duty. "People have fought
for this right, died for it."
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