MICHIGAN SUPREME COURT
Office of Public Information

contact: Marcia McBrien | (517) 373-0129

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

JULY IS JUROR APPRECIATION MONTH, MICHIGAN SUPREME COURT ANNOUNCES;
COURTS ACROSS STATE TO PROMOTE JURY SERVICE, THANK JURORS

Lansing, M1, July 1, 2010 —July 2010 has been designated “Juror Appreciation Month” by the Michigan
Supreme Court to thank those who answer the call to jury service.

Chief Justice Marilyn Kelly said that the Supreme Court chose July, the month in which Americans
celebrate independence, to honor jurors and encourage jury service.

“The right to trial by jury is one of the fundamental components of the American and Michigan
justice systems,” said Kelly. “Jury service is one of the basic responsibilities of citizenship, and is
essential to a democracy that abides by the rule of law.”

Kelly added, “Juror Appreciation Month is a way for judges, court staff, attorneys, and others who
work in the justice system to recognize the sacrifices that jurors make. Jurors certainly deserve our thanks
for the sacrifices that they, and their employers and families, make when they take time away from work,
family life, and other priorities to report for jury duty.”

In a resolution designating July as Juror Appreciation Month, the Court said that “the obligation and
privilege to serve as a juror are as fundamental to our democracy as the right to vote.”

A number of trial courts are participating in Juror Appreciation Month, with many distributing
bookmarks and other commemorative items to express their thanks to jurors.

Information about jury service, including a public service announcement by the chief justice, can be
found at http://www.courts.michigan.gov/supremecourt/Press/Juror/index.htm. Visitors to the Michigan
Supreme Court Learning Center web site can also play an online game to test their knowledge about jury
service at http://www.courts.michigan.gov/lc-gallery/jury.htm.

The Learning Center is located on the first floor of the Hall of Justice at 925 West Ottawa Street,
Lansing, at the corner of Allegan Street and Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard. Walk-in visitors are
welcome. Docent-led tours are available for groups of eight or more. For reservations, call (517) 373-
7229.
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