FROM THE COMMITTEE
ON MODEL CRIMINAL
JURY INSTRUCTIONS

The Committee on Model Criminal Jury Instructions solicits comment on the
following proposal by September 1, 2023. Comments may be sent in writing to
Andrea Crumback, Reporter, Committee on Model Criminal Jury Instructions,
Michigan Hall of Justice, P.O. Box 30052, Lansing, MI 48909-7604, or
electronically to MCrimJI@courts.mi.gov .

PROPOSED

The Committee proposes amending the Reasonable Doubt instructions found
in M Crim JI 1.9(3) and 3.2(3) to add the sentence, “Proof beyond a reasonable doubt
is proof that leaves you firmly convinced of the defendant’s guilt.” The amendment
was prompted by research showing that the clear-and-convincing standard was
considered by the general public to be higher than the beyond-a-reasonable-doubt
standard. The Model Jury Instruction Committee proposes the additional sentence
to impress upon the jurors the level of certainty required for a criminal conviction.
A number of Committee members preferred not to make any change to the
instruction, but agreed to publication of the proposal for public consideration.
Comments suggesting other wording for the reasonable-doubt instructions are
welcome, but the Committee is only considering whether to adopt the change
proposed, or wording substantially similar to the proposal. The added language is
underlined. There is an extended comment period for this proposal.

[AMENDED] M Crim JI 1.9(3) and 3.2(3)  Reasonable Doubt

(3) Proof beyond a reasonable doubt is proof that leaves you firmly convinced of the
defendant’s guilt. A reasonable doubt is a fair, honest doubt growing out of the
evidence or lack of evidence. It is not merely an imaginary or possible doubt, but a
doubt based on reason and common sense. A reasonable doubt is just that: a doubt
that is reasonable after a careful and considered examination of the facts and
circumstances of this case.
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