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is flowchart outlines the process for determining the due process protections required in differen
 Michigan Judicial Institute’s Contempt of Court Benchbook—Fifth Edition, Chapter 3 for more inf
uirements.

 Is the contempt direct 
or indirect?

Summary contempt 
proceedings apply.

Indirect
 Due process 
protections    

apply.

Is the contempt civil or criminal?

Criminal

In a civil contempt proceeding, due process            
requires defendant to be:
• informed of the nature of the charged 

offense(s);
• provided notice of specific offense(s) charged;
• afforded a hearing; and
• afforded reasonable opportunity to prepare and 

present a defense.

In a criminal
process requ

• informed
offense(s

• provided
charged;

• afforded 
to produc

• afforded 
prepare a

• given rea
counsel.

Civil

Direct

See In re Collins, 329 Mich 192, 196 (1950); In re Contempt of Henry, 282 
Mich App 656, 672 (2009); DeGeorge v Warheit, 276 Mich App 587, 592 
(2007); In re Contempt of Robertson, 209 Mich App 433, 438 (1995).

 

https://www.courts.michigan.gov/4a267b/siteassets/publications/benchbooks/contempt/contemptresponsivehtml5.zip/index.html#t=Contempt%2FCover_and_Acknowledgments%2FCover_and_Acknowledgments-.htm
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