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MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE:  April 1, 2019 
TO:  Chief Judges  

Court Administrators 
Probate Registers 

 cc: Regional Administrators 
FROM: John Ort, Security and Emergency Management Director 
  Dennis Mac Donell, Court Security Specialist 
  Jim Inloes, Management Analyst 
RE: Supreme Court Administrative Order 2019-1: 

Establishment of Court Security Committees 
 
 
On March 13, 2019, the Michigan Supreme Court entered Administrative Order (AO) 2019-1 
requiring each chief judge or, in any facility with multiple chief judges, one chief judge as 
designated by consensus of the chief judges to establish a standing courthouse security 
committee.  The chief judge or his /her designee must chair this committee.  It further requires 
each court to submit a local administrative order (LAO) that establishes the courthouse security 
committee in accordance with the model LAO 47 to the SCAO regional administrator by 
September 1, 2019. 
 
We recognize that in Michigan not all jurisdictions are alike.  The needs of urban courts differ 
greatly from rural courts.  The disparities in funding affect the level of security each court can 
afford.  The purpose of the committees is to examine each court’s security needs, including the 
facilities and the resources available, and adopt measures that address the unique needs of that 
jurisdiction.  
 
In forming the security committee, chief judges should review the AO and the model LAO 
carefully to confirm that all requirements in both are met.  It is vitally important to include 
representatives from all court divisions and other building occupants.  By including participation 
from all divisions and building occupants, the committee will have a greater knowledge of the 
concerns of all employees and future decisions made by the committee will have broader 
support.  Below is a partial list of representatives the court should consider:
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• Judge(s) other than the chief judge 
• Court administration 
• Clerk’s office 
• Other offices located in the facilities 
• Prosecutor’s offices 
• Local bar  
• City attorney 
• Sheriff’s office  
• Local law enforcement 
• Court security personnel 
• Facilities management 
• Emergency management 
• Funding unit representatives 
• Court employees’ union, association, or other employee representatives 
• Other important internal and external stakeholders 

 
Once formed, the security committee must begin the process of developing policies and 
procedures, establishing goals and objectives, and determining the level of security training 
for employees.  Courts must submit a report to the regional administrator by March 31, 2020, 
concerning the status of the committee and the actions it has taken.   
 
We suggest all courts review the publications located on the Michigan Court Application 
Portal (MCAP) Security website, especially the “Court Security Audit Checklist” and the 
“Court Security Standards” found in the “Michigan Court Security Manual” (click Security 
Standards from the index).  These publications provide comprehensive information on the 
many factors associated with court security that should be considered by each local 
committee.   
 
If you are unable to access the documents from the hyperlinks above, please contact your 
regional office for assistance.  If you have other questions or concerns, please contact Dennis 
Mac Donell at 517-373-2199 or macdonelld@courts.mi.gov.  

 

https://mcap.courts.michigan.gov/security/secfiles/sfi/Court-Security-Audit-Checklist.docx
https://mcap.courts.michigan.gov/security/secfiles/sfi/MI-Court-Security-Manual.pdf
mailto:macdonelld@courts.mi.gov

