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IN THE SUPREME COURT 

APPEAL FROM THE COURT OF APPEALS 

(0 'CONNELL, P.J. and K.F KELLY and RIORDAN, JJ.) 

LYNN PEARCE, Personal Representative of the 
Estate of BRENDON PEARCE, Deceased, 

Plaintiff/ Appellant, 

-vs-

THE EATON COUNTY ROAD COMMISSION, 

Defendant/ Appellee 

and 

LAWRENCE BENTON, Personal Representative 
of the Estate of MELISSA SUE MUSSER, 
Deceased and PATRICIA JANE MUSSER, 

Defendants. 

SUPREME COURT 
DOCKET NO. 158069 

COURT OF APPEALS 
DOCKET NO. 338990 

EATON COUNTY CIRCUIT 
COURT FILE NO. 16-000029-NI 

____________________________ ! 

TIM EDWARD BRUGGER, II, 

Plaintiff/ Appellee, 

-vs-

MIDLAND COUNTY BOARD OF ROAD 
COMMISSIONERS, 

Defendant/ Appellant. 

SUPREME COURT 
DOCKET NO. 158304 

COURT OF APPEALS 
DOCKET NO. 33 7394 

MIDLAND COUNTY CIRCUIT 
COURT FILE NO. 15-002403-NO 

_____________________________ ! 
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COLLISON & COLLISON 
BY: JOSEPH T. COLLISON, J.D. (P34210) 
Attorneys for Plaintiff/Appellant, Lynn Pearce 
5811 Colony Drive, North 
P. 0. Box 6010 
Saginaw, Michigan 48608-6010 
Telephone: (989) 799-3033 

GARAN LUCOW MILLER P.C. 
BY: THOMAS S. BARGER (P54968) 
Attorney for Defendants/Appellees, Estate of 
Melissa Musser and Patricia Musser 
201 South Main Street, 5th Floor 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104-2105 
Telephone: (734) 930-5600 

GRAY SOWLE IACCO & RICHARDS, PC 
BY: PATRICK RICHARDS (P51373) 
Attorneys for Plaintiff-Appellee, Brugger 
1985 Ashland Drive, Suite A 
Mt. Pleasant, Michigan 48858 
Telephone: (989) 772-5932 

SMITH HAUGHERY RICE &ROEGGE PC 
BY: JON D. VANDERPLOEG (P24727) 

DEMETRIOS ADAM TOUNTAS (P68579) 
JONATHAN B. KOCH (P80408) 

Attorney for Defendant-Appellee, Eaton 
County Road Commission 
100 Monroe Center St NW 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503-2802 
Telephone: (616) 774-8000 

SMITH HAUGHEY RICE & ROEGGE 
BY: JOND. VANDERPLOEG(P24727) 

D. ADAM TOUNTAS (P68579) 
JONATHAN B. KOCH (P80408) 

Attorneys for Defendant-Appellant, Midland 
County Road Commission 
100 Monroe Center St. NW 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503-2802 
Telephone: (616) 774-8000 

_____________________________ / 

Dated: July 31, 2020 

APPENDIX ON APPEAL-APPELLANT 

ORALARGUMENT REQUESTED 

-- 2 --

Respectfully submitted, 

COLLISON & COLLISON 

Attorneys. For Plaintiff/Appellant 

By: Joseph T. Collison (34210) 
5811 Colony Drive, north 
P. 0. Box 6010 
Saginaw, Michigan 48608-6010 
(989) 799-3033 

COLLISON & COLLISON 5811 COLONY DRIVE NORTH PO BOX 6010 SAGINAW MI 48608-6010 TELEPHONE 989.799.3033 
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June 25, 2014 .......................................................................................................................... 54a 
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March 12, 2015 ....................................................................................................................... 55a 
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signs were retrieved ............................................................................................................... 58a 
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COLLISON & COLLISON 58ll COLONY DRIVE NORTH PO BOX6010 SAGINAW MI 48608-6010 TELEPHONE 989.799.3033 
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EXHIBIT A 
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July 13, 2015 

Collison & Collison 
5811 Colony Drive, North 
PQBox6010 
Saginaw, MI 48608-6010 

TIIOMAS L REICIL SHERIFF 
JEFPJUn" G. COOK, UNDBWIElllPP 

Re: Freedom oflnformation request repnllng lnddent no. 2015-01574. 

Dear Mr. Collison, 

This notice is issued in response to your inquiry received July 7, 201S, requesting information under the 
Freedom Df Information Act {POIA) MCL 15.231 et seq. 

Your request is grant.ed as to existing, non~exempt records on file wJth tbfs department falling within the 
S£Opeofyour request. · 

You will receive a copy of Jncident no. 2015-01574; a. fatal crash involving Brendon Lee Pearce. This will 
include all reports, documents, autopsy ~d toxicology ~ports as well as photographs and body-cam · 
video, which will be save4 to DVD's. Photographs containing images of the victims will not be included. 
Pursuant to MCL 15.243(1)(d), public records that are speciflcaJly described and exempted from 
disdosure by another statute may be exempted under the POIA. Section 8 of the Mi~gan Crime Victfm's· 
Rights Act, MCL 708. 758(3) fndJcates that visual representations or depictions of crime yictims are 
exempt under the state FOIA. 

There is a FOJA proces.s:iDg fee of $33.76. UPoD receipt of the processing fee, payable by check or money order to 
the Eaton f.ounty Sherffl's Office, Visa or MasterCard, tbe records will be malled to you or you may pick them up In 
person. Please see attached Fee Calculation form. 

Any records not obtained. within 30 days of thls letter will be destroyed and a new request will need to be 
submitted. 

l a 

I 
! 
) 

f 

I 
I 
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•' 
' 

THOMAS L. REICR SHERIFF 
.)EFFllliY G. COOK) UNDDSHEIUFP 

1025 lndopcmdcnco Blvd • Chm:laae MI 48813 • .Phcmo Sl 7~543·3Sl2 • 5 l 7~372,.8217 • FIX S43-2922 

Since~1y 

~J~ 
FOIA Coordinator 
Eatan County Sheriff's Office 
(511)543-5247 
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Atca:ic,,Name INCIDEN 11NVESTIGATION Ti Cu,// 

Eaton CounJy Sheriff's Depar(msnt REPORT 2011-00()1$74 
Pde I 'IimG :Rl(lcnd 

I OB.I -- ~- - "}5 11:"i'i. ,Qm, 
N M12J)2300 Laat 1'.mnnl Socule 
C ~ oflna.idlal 1-ittT;yp; 12'.o~ ofiiiihtns J7-~, .~ .. 
I 

At :Found OJAJIJ/201 $ 17• H .~ D 11000 W K.iMeF ~ Mason Rd. YermonMlk MI Higlrway/roatVo.lkJ, BCSD 
E 

#l Ori.. .b»idGD(.I) (Com) Wapcm/T®Js I ""' ....... N Pi ..4.ccldul I Ftllal 
T 99999 Emry' jhit I SCll:wllf 
D ,~ Crimo 7llcldclll ( J 'WQPOII /Toolt I ffl'IJVIIY A 
T !'.nJ I Exit I Smar.it.)' A ,~ O:iD,e lomelll ( ') w...,_1Toou I _,, ... , 

llmry I B1til ,~ 
MO 

# afV'stima 6 I ~: .IN.OlVIDUAU NOT LA w :&!.im,: 
V~ Namc: (]Mt,.Filn, Middle) 1=4 o,=ml:1 ~¥:~, .... S1aQ, a.!!L V V MUSSER, ME/Jf!SA SUE 

J 1 "- 31 fiY F Jwir!w,t 
C HomaA.ddilia 

/ Home l'l:ON T 4)3 ELM 91' VMROnMlie. MI 49096- $17-588-0103 I 
~NIIIW'Addaw:a -...111aou 1-noe M 

NONE S17- - Sl7· ~ 
VYR IMBD I Motlal I ~II I Calac r~ VIN 

CQDBS: V-ViD!i,alllaalilV2,, V3) o-.o...11DrMotacr'tlw1Wl1fm.) R-~ 1- (ifolhe,.-fMQ vidim.\ 

0 Iype: lNDMDUAIINOT LAW ENFORaNBNT Jnlay: 
r ~,~F~J.EE 1~4~;1-:r¥:\1r~1 ~ddemStaa,~ H 
B 
It .i:JIJIM-- l Hemt l'lcmc s 9695 lmonm Rd N~1. Ml 19013 517- -

Em.Pm,,lr Blltineul"JICJIIO . Pli.-
l 1-- 517- -N 

'l')'Jl1,; 1NDMD1JAUNOT LAW ENFORCEMENT l:ojury: 
V c:1~~LEE· lVJoiaMJ ~ · •;r:, ·,,~-~,~ 0 Clrimt # 1-R... - .cJI 'I'cnm__. L 1. , - ~L ;;; J .,, Raid.nt V 
B BomoAdcitlst ,Ha ... n.. 
D 7fU Dsukt: SI Nr#hPllle, MI 4907J 

l!Dlp»JU --Addnlt J Bll&iaca 1'tut I llilbilt Jl'ae 

I -Noae • 2 .. 8-d 3-~/l'apd . 4 .. Dlmapl' /V.udalbecl , •luooPend 6., Seizo4 7"' Stolm I •Unlmaw,, 
("OJ" = Rc--4 for 01lia' Jiirisdicdo,a\ -

, QidJ ~ Vahal OJ QTY _D..........,..,n - .. 
Strill Nlll!ller 

OJ 6 1810 l 'MIIUOU,, UZl6B ltl1 DLm'&- I~ 

p 
R 
0 
p 
E 
ll 
T . 
y 

OlliealflDf i,ni,..r .TR fli'till)n CNTY) no'a..r:u 
rn-tlD# llUJflVN. R. D. tn. DR} f19068J ~sar .BROOKS. 9. C. (FSDC. CNTY) (JJ1065) 

Slata ~iDIIII IIJa,i,alum I~:~ -·- ·- cw J)Japodtil$C I Pagel 
8ywtl: 1887ti ll(/l.7/201S 12:51.:lS 

3a 
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Incident Report Addftl"onal Name List 

AddldoDIJ Namo Li5t 

l ) ~ J HOFFAUN, CHRJSTOPHEB. S 
.u..,. 7J9J Gnrdta,n Hwy, 'Ymlt01dville. MI 49096-

1:ap11..w,r W'rlght Du Sawct,. Jatbon 

2 ) WI 2 COLEGROVE. MICHAEL QREILLY 
All4.- 739 Linden 8t. CAarlatte. MI tflJIJJS­...,....,... 

3 ) WI 3 · JIOREHOUSE, E1.JUBE1'H 
..u,,- 9195 fY/(/Jwllfw;,, Ymnontwll.,UJ4ff9UI26 

Jl:afl/M4r 

.f ) YI ti PEARCE, 1JllEND()N LEE 

Alldreu 2948 N 1"""' Rd, J!fflflfJlflVilJ., Ml 49096-

ll:1111VAI* 

5) W 5 

.,.._ 1'1 1' Sltlrl,,an St, Na/lhville. Jll 41D1J­
z..,v.atMr u,,.,,ptoyu 

6) Pl 6 MUSSER. JOHN ERIC 
AM- 123 SMIIWNlll 81, Y~ ltll 490'/J­

Empl!Mdr s.ij; 106 Main St 

1. 

J, 

l, 

i 

21 W JI 

Br 
B.. 

aw.0.#1 51'!-1Jl-26U 

; 25 W JI 

HI S17-S43-1083 

• 
MalllJlfl 

5$ W F 

15 W' M 

B: 517..fSJ-9108 
Bi S17-6SZ.I0S1 

llioWllli 

Jli JJ'1--llala.#1 

19 W. JI 

56 ,, ],{ 

a:; 51'1-IJS2-H66 
Jl1 

Hololl#I 

4a 
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INCfDENTnNVESTIGA T10N REPORT 
Pagc3 

. _-__ l_~ --=---~· 
-~-----

------+--~ 

'1.,t',1l,!.,._0$ CJ 

11'1!1, _, l j'ltm'-v ·s, l/llll i, h.f (IN1IJ), , 0 < I, t H NJ POt1A .• ,.1, fit Ji 'j 11/tJir.ER. l.11. (IN ~J. SIM/IP 
f ~ I "'l 

N111r. (cont.) OCA: 201s-0001,14 
NAJtRATIVlt 

201S•l574 / QdsiDaJ. 
DeJQtY Pojll 
PI.A.cc:idcU 

IDmCkot Dsripdo.n 

INCIDENTIINYESTIGA 110N REPORT 
EatoJt Cf111111J.' ShtJrlJ/'81Ji,parllMld Page3 

On 03415 at apprcmmalely 17!5 bourJ Iwu ~ West Kimel HfghwlJ nllBt' MuonRold In martmCe tD a.Pl accldimt Wliile 
CIJ l'Ol1tD to ft» scene Dil_llldl advised that 2 sul,jecb bad, baeD tlllOwn fium fh8 ear 1111d tbaltbc vehicle bad ml1Dd CMf IDl1 J subject wa 
1nlppcd male thD vddcle. DilJ,1alm advised lheic :may be a. duld iffllahed but mom: wa able 10 lcx:athc child. I mivtd Db am llld 
noticocl a ,old VIIDtbat was mllellcwer and 'II apimta trccon1be1'11tllfdDa!'MallmR.oadJ111uouthof'KlmctL Inodce4 l l!lblact 
outaido 1hD vebiek ]fiDg on the gru\)Dd that wa, DOI moviJ>&. InoUced ~ other pcops with unknown iJvurics IIDd l m'bjcct.111J!pcd 
inside~ vebiale. I cbaerved sevem1 beer Calli amund die &c:cllC of tho c:rmh. 

I made ccmllCt with wltnoll #I w11, wu idn1fflcd u MICHAEL COLBGaOVI!. OOLBmlOVB can be cmaetod SI 7~7083. 
COLEGR.OVB *11:d wllilc tmveUD,gnmthbound onM.uon.jmtlOUthofKimtlhD obleMd B gDld van travoliDg so1lthbouad at what 
appeared to be a higluatc of speed. COLBGllOVE -.d fhc vdlicle hit a paddlo that was In the roadM;y ~ lolt control of the vcbicl11. 
COLBaROVB Wllrid tt:.veblclB 1hcn wcm Joto the dflcb. aDCl rolled O\'W wbe1' 1b vobicle came fD tat. 

I made contact wJth wtlntll #2 whD was idcncifled as CBRJSl'OPHER ~- HOFJIMAN em be conr.\ed by plume 11 
S l 7•231-2689. HOPPMAN 111atad hew• tnveling nordlbound n lhe JBUIJICI' ICat with COLBOR.OVE. HOPPMAN llah:d to me tblt 
ho obterved a pk1 oo1orrad van travel pattbeauomhbound at a lugluatictof IPN(I. HOPPMAN lt8led the vehicle bit a puddk fJlat Wli 
in the roadway aid 11:..t eoiitrol. HOPPMAN said tblt the vehielo then went trio Ole ditch l!ld mDcd 1JVer whim 1he v&!blclD came ti> a 
lat 

I made mmact with wilne&a #3 who• icleofftiDd • BLJZABJmtMORBHOUSB. MOREHOUSE c:m be c~ at 5)7-983-85141. 
MOREHOUSE stalrid llihD was mwe&g DD111:hundon Masoa. bad just IG1llh ofKinlel. MOllEHOUSB ICa1'd lbD uw I gold colorocl 
VE pas by bar tnrveling,ou1hbaund on Ma.sm at what ahci bcmYed 1D be a.high mm af spcod. MOREHOUSE llli4 Ilk the vcbidc 
pBSIOd her-Ille laobd in bcrrcar wiw Dlimlr. Wbml MORBROUSB Joabd in la-rear view minor llhe mv the go.Id nnlos~ eodlol llllll 
go 8*> the ditch and m1l 0\'111' whmo ft came to rut qaimt a 111:IC. . 
'Ibc driver of the 'Rblc1c w idmdied by bu MicbfglD D.ri\lcr'I IJccmo. MELISSA~ Thi ,-eapr of the vcblclc WIS 

tileDlificd 18 :R.Y AN HARS10N. Pom allier pllSRDpJI whcm inlido 1be vehicle at dll time ofthil maideDt.- 'Ibc four othar paalmgl[I 
are ldaati&d • ANDREW MUSSBll, JOSEPH GKINAGE, BRENDON P1WlCB and JOHN MOSSEi.. 'I1u: locadon oftblae ftNr 
pa980DgCJ:1! ii urdearat 1bis time. 

Sa 
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INCIOENTIINVE811GATION REPORT 
Naa. (cont.) OCA: 201S.-0001574 l!aton °""'1y Sherlff's lMportml!llt 

An u:cideDt luvestigation tmm. from the Ea10D Counfy Sheriff's Offkc WU called out to. ICCDC. 

Thf6 investplion bas been lmDed over to DET MAL 1BY. See bis sapplemenlal tbr fi:n'br mfonnalion. 

Property 'Evidence 

1 toalr: pbo1os at 1he ICcQct. 

I wu wOllring a body cam during thill hx:idcm and a copy of Ille body cam footage has been plad illlO ~­

See DEI' MALTBY'~ RpJJlcmcnt fur fw:ther information. 

LBIN IDfmmation 

None 

Follow-up 

None 

R.cspcctfolly submitted. 
Deputy Popa. Bqe #191 
Eaton County Sher:riff'a Office 

03~10-lS/pb 
3/13/15 lRP 
3/17-ji 

Page4 

6 a. 
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4ncident Report Relamd Vehicl& List 
OCA: 201S-ODOJS74 

VrhYr!MualModel si,1e O,JDr I Lidl.ia lvm '.I 2002 OLDS. SUhouetle SW GLD ,UIZ,868 MI 101S JGHDXJBE92D22Jff6 

nm Sl&tlS Da LoeatiuD 

Selud 03/()8/'201 .S 11000 WKINSELJff/YIN A/A.SON RD, YERMONTYILLE MI 
Q,siditioa , Vllllc OJbleeodt , l'lld,dictiml scr I NIC# 

SD.00 9999 u,ca/ly 
Name (2.-t, 1'"11111; Mlddla) Also E.zta,n As Bame~ 

~ .... Pc;trlcitJ Ja~ 433 r;;'JM;n' 
~Y~O}vW.ll!Z M? .f!X.116 

BuiDqs Addms s~r4fM.l(jNJJ 

DOB. Age R£O Sex Bet 'IVjlt Bean, M.11'.b, 1:aUoot, orokdii~ag fcatmes 
03l04/]96J 52 Jf' F 53. 14() 

7a 
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cu. si.tu: CLOSED 

OJreme: Pl ACCIDENT /FA.1'.AL 

bl'eniphlr: m«. J. C (19203) 

S1qunl111r: WET, J. C (19203) 

Comet 

CASE SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT Prmted: OM 7/2015 12:58 

OCA: Z()1SOIJIJ1S74 

Occm-nd: OJAJ8/2015 

l>l1W: I TJmee 03/09/JOJJ 01: 1S:S9, Uo,diy 

~ltffn Date/ftntii 0JA)9QOJS 01:30:14, JlDni!A:ry 

MliJ'ellA: 8uppllllUlfl 

I~ 1D 1bc fatal craah on Muon Rd and Kin1el Hwy wi1b. tho ~ther county umll. Upon aniv-1, I Jlllde conl8Cl 
with Dep Popa and Jcamed 1here W88 otJ.lt famlity outme pf tao vohielc. 11m:ml othet', udwm ~ offba vcbim and 
peo9lc Blill trapped inlido of tho vehicle. Arca= dcpanmmts and em, wm onscene ateeadins 101ho injured. 

Oac of the iqiumd 11111 w11 being tatcdm'd himself verbally to me a .Andmr LceM-1.merwtnallll Huaidhe 
oou1d not re,caJI w.bathappcnod prior 1D ~ erash. wJro w~ dming, wha WIii' in the vehicle or how man:, JJCOP1'I Wffl in 
1bt; vehicle. M111111:r WU tlum traDlpoR)d ft'OID tho ICCDC. 

EMS also pointed oat a body laying on the a,:mmd at the back of the vehicle. This pmwott was later ID'd .111 Pcan:e. He 
had been ciaven:d up wi1h • b1aaht by tho time I mived. EMS admod 1bat ho WIii decnaed. 

While walkina lll'Olllld th11 w:hlcle. I noticod die odor of intoxicants. I aaw INSW11II beer ca88 and bottles osrtbe around 
aroun.dfm 1hc vehi.clo. Tho contamcr8 I NW MR all opan. 

After all tho poop1o wee cuicamd 1ioDl die velii.de and traaepoJ&ed. I ,pob,rith Aaat Qicf Weml ftoom VcrmontvillD 
FD, w11o m&ed tut be w11 lho one .ina.idc of dle vm extricating 1ho drlvar, Men.a Muller. He said that he hl4 to 
remow 1fto baGk of the drivers IOBt sh.c wu siUing in 1D set.her out Ho llllo laid Ille &dD. had her seatbelt on wmcb he 
had to cut. 

Whi.1IJ OD.scene, Patricia .Mlllser miwd ~ uid 8bo was inbmecl by o1bcn that her family waa involved in 1he emah. 
Sbo sta1ecl 1bat the '9all drJve:u WU ~4 ti> her. Sho llllid on 3/8/JS It appmxima11:ly 1400 lus. lhe lot Melissa 
M1ISm drivo 1hD vobic1e u Mtliua Slid aho ncedod to go pt IJ'C)CClici. Palr.loi& lhoupt Melissa wowd bo gom1 to 
Bellevue to pt the p,cerloa. She uld at the lhno lhe left I.he wu ll1oM. 

Tho 1CCDO W18 tum,d OVt:t to Det Buxton. Dop Shatp aD.d Di,p Hillikor to cmnplcu, tho Al portion. Dot .Mal1by aad Dc1 
Gardner a1so cam, in and iuponded to Spanow·where all occupi:a11 worc tnuapmcd. · 

Please include tbil roport with the original. I will also be making a copy of my BWC video ftom the mitiaI mponsc u 
well as tbo CDC01111.ter wJth Patrida Mauer 1D p18'lG in cwlence. 

JlcJpcctfb]ly. 

SGTivoy143 

ln 

Pagc6 

Sa 
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CASE SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT Prinb:d: 06/17/20]5 12:58 

( ' ) 

c.-a..-. CLOSifD 

OllimM; PIA.CCIDENT IF.A.TA.L 

I~: GARDNER. T. $. (19JjJ) 

supemw: JUNGEL.. T. L. (19122) 

C4l:a1ad: 

OCA f JOJSIJIJ(JJ$74 

C..e Ma, Stam: CLOSED ' I /: • • 

n-1 Time: OJ/11/JOJJ 09:36:04, Wedaadqv 

S11pCffi11Gt llPkw ». I 'l'hlle: OJ// Jl20J'5 09:Jo:OO, JY«iraday 

a.k-. Stg,p/etnt111t 

On Sunday, Mm,h 8, 2015, at appro~matcly I912hom'B I received aphon.e ca.II from Detective Maltby mqucstins 
ulista.nu on a Fatal Aceideut m:vestiption 1bat ol)CUI'ffd on Muon Rd. at Kinsel Hwy. Ho asked that! meet him at 
Spmow Hospital u dim we,~ 5 or 6 peop),e to possibly irl.k:mJ,w, 

Upcm arriwd I mat with Spmow .Holpital ~ Room staff. I was inftantly infi>nnDd that the pemon m 1Duma 
room# 2 had passed away. Thia person was ideDtfflM a, MELISSA SUEMUSSBR. 08-28,,83. The head doe1or at this 
time wu Dom,r An118!'.i He~ 1hB 1u:ad mmma doo&or. He wu lllliated. by Doctor CHRISTOPOULOS w.ho ii tho head 
cmcrgcmcy room. dootor. MFJ.JSSA SUB MUSSER waa pnmonneod dead at 1944 houm. 

I was also mftnmcd that there wm pllticnts in 1nlUma moms J. 3, & 4 aa well u cmcrsmcy room 2S from this accidcat 
I want to trauma IOOID #1 first; hoWOffl' no oac waa iD 1ho mom. I WU told that he Wal JiaviDs a CT ,can and would be 
back afb!r tho p:,,cedure was complem. 'IbD pal.ient in dWI n,om w._ lmr identifiod • ANDREW LEB MUSSER. 

r was m:fbrmcd that 1he patient in trauma roam# 3 won1d not bo able 1o 111k 1n 111c as ho w• intubated and had an UQU11 
to his head. Di& pllimrt wu la!m' jdontifiecJ D llY AN mm RA.RS~ rwe~r 
I then wont to trauma room# 4. The patient in drls :n>01D WU alao in Cf 1C1D. Ho WU identified 1111 ]0SEPH LEE 
ORINA.Ol (kiiii) I was told dm be would be back Jhm11y. 

I 1hen wO'Jll to amelgCllCY room# 25 where I mot JOHN ER.IC MUSSEt.lllilllt I upJamDd hi JOHN MUSSER 1h11: 
I wa& a cfn,etivt from 1ho E11on County Sbcrifr1 Offlco ID.d 11:iat I llad 1101DC qucsriou '8bout what bappened. JOHN 
MUSSER. .-d d1lt he didn't wmt1D 111k to me. Thi, was at 200S houn. I 1hcn loft his room and wmat back 10wardl 
the fnmna room.I, 

While waidng mr JOSEPH GRINAGE and ANDRBW MUSSBll to co.mo back from CTICID DetDctivo Maltby~ 
.into die emcrgcncy t00m. I briefed Do1et1ivo Ma1lby Oll what I had been told' 110 far and that J was waiting for people m 
COlllC back D'OJII. er ICU. DelccliYC Maltby mid I tha wmJt Imo 1nmma room #2 whel:e MELISSA SUE MUSSER was 
at. I tool: photosn,pll8 ofMFJ ,UtiA SUB MUSSBR.1br docomea1fdion. I took 111 overview photogtaph and then I took 
savG1'8l dose:rphotograpbs of m• on her body. It lhou1d be noted on MBLISSA: SUBMUSSER.'S lefthaiid on 1icr 
nDg finger D had a DDg that appean,cl to be .. c:18811 dng ftom 2002. Thia mg WU silver in COW and bad & clmir 
colored DDC on it. O.n hcrJishthand !he had a gold colo.m ring on h81" index fiDgcr, two silver colond rfna• on her 
n:dddle .finger. a silver colored rins wi1h • clear colomd llone on her ring :finpr, Mid a &i1vcr colorod ring on hat pinkia. 
MRLISSA SOE MUSSER also .had a lilwr c:o1cnd DbCldaoo with a ehrm ammul her!IDdc. AU Dfdus jewohy was left 
DD horpcrson. 

After Debu;tive Maltby mxl I photographed MFJ,TSSA SUE MUSSER! ehcabd to aeo if JOSEPH GRINAOB was back 
fi:om er acan. GRINAGE wu back in his romn and wu ab1o to talk howem'he had n oxygen mak cm md wu not 
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CASE SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT PriD1ed: 06/17/2013 12:58 

OCA1 20J5f}(J()J$74 

CU. StMlu: CLOSED 

Oll9m: PI.ACCJDENTIF.ATAL 

able to blU it off. I eiq,]ained to GRINAGB who I WP and !bat I was inwmga1ing tho accident 1hat he waa involvcd 
in. I audio n,c:ordcd om canv"1'181ion 811d it lltarted llt appmximamJy 2042 houm. The followmg will be L smnmary of 
what GRINAGE said. 

GRINAGE told me that he was Jumaing out with BRBNDON LEE PEAR.CE and R.Y AN HARSlON in Nashville when 
ho ncrivcd a FIIC:Obook m.cssage from MBLISSA MUSSER. asking him ifb.e wanm to ga :lbr a ride. GlUNAOB llid he 
told her he did want 10 go so they dccldcd to nu:ct at the old KoDog Altmnative Bducation boildmg in Nmville. 
GRINAGE said tht ihey then tuJ:l»d onto Reod St. (wlich tum& inJo Nashville Hwy. in Ba1Em CoUDt,1) and diovc past 
tho Maple Valley mp School. 'Ibey dam hmicd right mdo Mason Rd. GRINAGE aid lie 1hen mncmbem they hit 
110IDO waa, in the mad.way and hydroplaned. Be said he blacked out after tllat 

I asked. GRINAGE who W8I driviq tho vehicle. lJc said ft was MELISSA MUSSER. I amd jf ttaen, was anyone in 
t11e vehicle with her when au picked Imo up. 1k lllid that ANDRBW awl JOHN MUSSER woi:e in du: wn almady. I 
ll8bd GRINAOB where cveryont w111 siUing. He Mid that:MELISSA MUSSBk WIii drivins; R.Y AN HARS'I'ON waa 
the ftont xat pasaeager, He wai aittiag dmd1y beldnd ME.LISSA MUSSER.; ANDREW MUSSER and JOHN 
MUSSEil were m the very back eat of tho V&11. GlUNAGB was not sm: where BRENDON PEARCE was aitl:illg. 

I asked ORINAGBi!1hey all wen, drinkin,g alcollOl. He laid i,voryone had been drinm, other th8l1 PBARCB.. Ho 111id 
that he: had 4 bOCl'I before 1w got into the van. He said da.al: MELISSA MUSSER "had tM11e been". I ubd ifhe knew 
what MBLISSA MUSSER. wu doing before lhe pu:kod mm up. GRINAGE said he didn't know. He uid she wasn't 
driukmg ID)' boer w.hilo Ibo wa driving. I ubcf how he bowl ahD WU drin'kiq. He add that she WM clrinkiq carlior 
md he Mid 1bat she dwayl drlnks. GRINAGE then said t:bat.ANDUW and JOHN MUSSF.R wm, drinldng whl'lo du,y 
wm; going down the mad. 

I asked how fut the vobicle was ping. GRINAOB .id be thoupt it was apccdina. He llid it &Jt like they were aomg 
a lot famr than S5 mph. 

GRJNAGB waa informed while [ was in 1hc room 1hat ho had a bioken left leg that was PII to need SurJFY. 

A~ spealdDa with JOSEPH ORINAOBI rrpob wi1h the MEI ftom Iqbam Co1111~ who was BRE1TRAMSDBN. I 
aave GRINAGE tbo in:fonnadon be necdod fbr his invtatipticm. I allo spo'ke with Baton Arr:a EMS hw1 paramedic cm 
scene, IASON BROOKS. Ho ininmed me lu, WU It 11m ICmlO along wi1h EMT ANNA MA.1TSON~ panmoclic ANN 
JOHNSON. and paramedic SHA YNB SMI111. He said there wore also two mnbulam:os from Nashrillc BMS. 
Parasmadie BROOKS said that thctt were oal.7 two people M8i beltod iDlo the car. Tho fint was MEUSSA MUSSEil. 
Paramedic Brooks said abe had 10 bo wt out ofdlo car. He also said that flvnt seat puacng~ RY AN HARSTON had 
his scat belt on. 

Detl!etiw .Mal1by was ablo to talk with ANDREW MUSSER. for .infmmation on this xa his _mport. 

After Detective Maltby .timwd talkiDa with .ANDREW MUSSER he ataicd he wQU!d talk wi1h BRENDON PEAR.CES 
ina1her. I Sla~d J would talk with.MELISSA MUSSBR.'S nmily. . 

MB1 RAMSDEN and I then met wilh PA TRICIA MUSSER and he:r flmilly. MEI RAMSDBN" asked a few tpltiom 
and 1hen left tbo room. I 1bcn gave die MUSSER family my condolences aud mhmed 1hem of what lnfbtmation I had. 

Pap8 
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CASE SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT Pr:mllld: 06/17121>15 12:58 

J( OCA; 20150001574 
l.t 

C.n~ CLOSED 

Offmle. PI ~CC/DENT I FAT.AL 

I statod that I bad becm told tbt MELISSA ·s vehicle waa lOUthbound oD Mason Rd. when :it hit water i:war the road. 
'IhiB CAUSed 1hcvan to hydroplane. 'Ihc wn tlma hit a tree. I aakcd PA'lRICIA MUSSER if she wu with MF.LISSA 
eailfer. PAilUcrA said she wu. Sh, said thllt MRLISSA said Ibo w~ going grocery shoppma in Charlob and ltd\ 
tho honae lltOUDd 2pm. I asbd ifMELISSA waa w.idl &n)'OJIC else. PA TRICIA MUSSEi. iaid MEL~ was by 
herself. I asked ifMBLISSA had be-en chinking any alcohol oadier .in die day. She had not. 

I also med if MELISSA had an:, medical conditions. PATRICIA MUSSER said 1hat she q pstropareAir. I ubd 
what that was. She aaid it is a condition whcrt her body will abut down hDc,mse it doean "t pioc.esa the food lhe tws in. 
MELISSA: didn ·1 have any olhcr mdical problems. 

l 1hcn infimncd tm: MUSSER fimilly that if they neoded imydling or if I could help them out in any way to call me. I 
ga.ve evetyane my busincl& r.l1d mid thm left.. 

lbis supplmnomal roport will be fo!'watdcd ID the orlginal. 

Rnpectmlly, 

Dot troy Gardner 
[03/1 ll201S 09:36, TGARDNBR, 92, BCSD] [03/l l/201S 09:38. TGARDNBR, 92, ECSDJ 
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CASESUPPLEM!NTALREPORT Ptidtaf: 06,/17/201!1 12.-58 

ea .. Stanu: CLOSED 

.orl!llle= Pl A.CCIDJIN'l I FA.TAI. 

lavenip(u: GARDNER.. T. S. (19152) 

8upenilor: .JUNGJiL, T. L. (lfW) 

Coldllct: 

OCA: 20150(J(JJ574 

0"8l'NIII: (JJ/08/10JS 

Dm/Tme: OJhJ/201509:38:06, W ... .t.lly 

Sapeniillw Jrnie., Date/ Tl.lie: OJI] ll'J0/5 09:39:00, Wuar~ 

lldr&ce; 9uppla,u!,,t 

I was contac1ed by JEREMY DONALD BARLOW-i(11 and PATRICIA JANE MUSSER 03--04-63 in nit"cn:nce to 
getting 1onic1 ofMEIJSSA SUB MUSSER.'S beJtmstnga b8Ck (hr pnw wjtb ifs COD1ml.111 and her go)) phooc) 11 well 
111 a au.ophcme that WIii inside of the V11L 

I spoke wi1h Detective Maltby arid Detective Bux1an 1n mm rure ttwy were akay wi1h me reltl.aliua fhcso items. We 
all aped 1hat this would be okay. MELISSA MUSSER$ pmac had already been booked into ovidom,u by Deputy 
HilUker. Detectiw Bumn said that he mn=mm -.ma a saxophnnc in the vcbiclc. De1Bctivc Dimon 8licl he would 
boat the Eaton Comi.ty Shcrlft"aOfflce polDbant. lllUDDd 1300 hours on Mllldi IO. 2015. Im.et him lherc. Wo took 
~e photograpbs of& vehicle and tbe.n I wu abJD 1o rctrine the saoplto:no. I also bad JEREMY BARLOW deetribc 
what MELISSA MUSSBR.'S cell plume loobd Jib• we had ono in ow ,PtOPOIIY IQODI. Ho said it w11 a "HTC" bJll'1d 
and itw• b1m: in color wh a red stripe OJI tho back. ?:bu did not match the c:k:sc:rlption of the phom in ourpropm1J 
room. While I was fn the polebam wi1h Dotcctivo Buxtm1 he was able to locate MBl1SSA MU8mm'S phalli: on tbo 
floor of the van betwo=l the driver's scat and tm, fmnt pusenscr's scat I took tlwl imD my po~ also. 

A&r obtllining these ilem9 out of 1bc van I bmught 1hCJn ha to my office where I pwtosmpbcd 1hcm, l also obtamod 
MELISSA MUSSER. 'S pumc ha1 Plvpcrty Dq,uty Habr. I opemH the pacbgc that t1ae punc was in and 1Dok 
photographs of 1he itcma im:idi:. I Ihm contacted boch PA TRICIA MUSSER. and JBRBMY,BARLOW to ae ifl couJd 
have them boths,ip for the JmJl>ID11. Ttiey 11aid d1111ywowdmcotmc atPATRIOA MUSSER"S house. 

I met them at 423 Elm~ in Vemontv.ille around 1620 hours. I fi:td put lhe tamp1to.M .on their 1able. I lhowad 
them that the cue was damapc1 in the accidoD1 however tho saxophone itsclfloobd to bo untoa.cm:d. t then gavo 1hom 
MELISSA MUSSER.'S cell plu,De. I mp.lamed t11141his phane had 10me type of liquid oo it when wo found .it in 1h11 
van. I uid k may haw been. :Imm 111JOW seu:ms iusido hm the acctdrmt. I alJo told 1hem that the phone would not tum 
on bul 1bo ba11my maiy have run out. I finally lhowcd th.om MELISSA MUSSBR'S pune. I told them to bo camful • 
there, were 1IUlllCIODS piece, of glllllll atill ou the fhD'l1I'. I alao told them that I took photographs of the PUlJIC and it's 
eo.ntma. I said 1Mt 1hen was Ml.00 dollars inside of her wallet (2 $20.00 bills mi 2 $1.00 billB). There wa also 
IODJe cbanp. 

Aftrir •liowina them 1111 efthcl!IC ilas J bad PATRICIA MUSSER md lERBMY BARLOW lip for'thmn. Once they 
d!d thu 1hey took po•essfon of'dieee !toms. I fhmi told them that .tf thc Emma Comdy Sheriff's Office coaJd help tlnn 
m u.y way duriDs fhi1 dJffleult time to please call me and I would do cvorythins I could :fbr 1hem. 

1hu report lhill be forwaniad 1o t1lc on,inal. 

Rc8pectfully, 

Dot. Troy Gmdner 
[03/11/lOJS 09:38. T0ARDNHR. 92, ECSD] 

PeplO 
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aa.w,: Pl .A.CC/DENT I FAT.a 
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CASE SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT Primed: 06/17/201' 12:SS 

Offeue: PI A.CC/DENT I FATAL 

llwedpler. HlLL1KER. L.A. (1918?) 

llaplnisor: SIDEL, E. .4. (19422) 

-C.tacl: 

SUP.PLHME?-Ji (PATAL CRASH) 

ADDI'l]ONAL INFORMATION: 

OCAc 1l}J50/J(JJ5'/4 

0...t1'*u: (}J/17120/J 00:DO:(J(J, T~ 

Suparilar :Rffllw Dete / 'lbu: OJJ:11/201S Oll:OfJ:00, Srmday 

Rdennm: 8upp/tflrll1Jt 

I n,cdvecl an e-mail fiom DEPUTY HAFNER, the depll'tment·s Pn,perty Oflicor. mquescing I ,:o..package the four hm' 
cam IDd bot1les as they had lcalr:od on ma seat. Per .hi1 request, I n,.par.kapcl dim in multiple prl,ap bags to msum 
no fur&her leaka&o, and placed them. baok into lMdcnec 1ocbr # 2 on 03/17115, at approximaly 0015 hrAuJ, 

Respectfblly BUbmiUDd: 

DHPU1Y IC.HILUKER#211. BCSO 

1ml 03/17/lS 
ICH 03/17/lS 
BS 03122/15 
[DlaS/2015 J0:18, KMAURBR. 33, ECSOJ 

Plpl2 
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CASE SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT Prlmd; 06/17/2015 12;58 

;:.fl I 

Cue Baas; CLOSED 

~ Pl .A.CC/DENT I FATAL 

h.e1dplm: lllLLJKER. K. ..4. (19189) 

~ SIDEL, E . .A. (19422) 

Cotad: 

Supplcmimtal Report 
Addi1ional lnfomumon 

DCA.: 201Sll()()JS74 

Ommd: OJ/Ol/2015 

!We/Time: OS/11/201514:18:0l, fb,sdoy 

lmpffllMDI' Rmn' n.te /~ fB/IZIJOJS 00:00:00, ~ 

Jldlu:omce: Supph,N,tt 

On 3/8/lS at approximately 1800 houm it was requested by lhc county !Old pab'Ol lCl'!cant that I taponcl 10 tho ma of 
Mason Road between Kinsel and Valley to assist the accicleat invcstigadon. tum widt a fatal crash. 

I fCIJ)ODdod to the seen,: along with DEP. SHARP md ll8silted DST. BUXTON in the iu:ddcm.t in~. P.louc 
ace DB'J'. BUXI'ON's orighw iq,ort and msh tcm rq,ort for m<>ro detailed mf'onna1\DD-

Wh& on scene DET. BUXTON~ I coll.am some mdcmco at tb 1oeae. 
1. A JJllllO beloDSini 1D the allcpd drlvtr, MELISSA MUSSER. wi1h conmits indumn, bot not limited to her 
medication, cndit can1. modical marijuana cad, 111d 10cial accurity card. 
2. Two Bud Light cans that w= loca1ed ODtsido of1bc vm I locamd aad c:ollecled OM Bud Lig1Jt can that appeared 
to have been cut in hid£ I allo loeated twl/J Budwci1c:r bottlcl; oae waa ncar1hc ,niddie of'the vehicle oil du, driver' 1 

aido. Thia bottle had &1lcn out. Bot& manbcr 2 WM locatm ou1Jlide t!lc vchidc and t1ill hac1 apprmdmafdy halt' of the 
beer :in it 'lri1h ~ cap on it. 
3. Cell phone tabn :ftom the as::enc. unknown OWDer. black Kyocora,, serial nmnber DBC268435462S0708MS6. I 
p1acod 1ho phone mto airpJae mode prior to powering it oil: 

lhcsc ilcms wmi co.lload and 8CCfd'Cd in the Alda and &ransportlld 1-Iha Delta office wure they w= placed imlD 
mdcnco. PlouD &CO DET. BUXTON'! original n:pm:t and eruh team reporc mr mrdmr infor.malicm. 

Respectiblly ~ 
.Depwy IDllikor 
BCSD / Badge 211 

09/10/lS LTm 
KB 03/J2/15 
03/12111 BS . 
[D3/17fl01S 14;28. IBAERT, S72, ECSD] 

B~hUI "1ir,m1urc 
-----
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CASE SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT 
NOT SUPER.J/JSOR.APPROPE/J 

Prloted: OM '111.0U 12:58 

f. (.\ ""I ' 

c.., bam: CLOSED 

om..: Pl ACCIDENT IF.I.TAI, · 

lllnMdidllJ': BUXTON, .R. D. (19068) 

~ JUNGEL. T. L. (/9222) 

Omtact: 

INFORMATION; 

OCA: 20J51JOOJ5'f4 

Oa:anwl: OJAJB/20/J 

.DJde/TJmi= (U/(}9/'J0/5 JS:41:12, 11,mmy 

Saptn1Nr Rfflnr J>.S. / Du:. NU/' 1UIYJEWF.J) 

~ Supplement 

On Manm S. 201S at 11.P91Vx:imatcly 1830 bouni l remvcd a.call from SeJ'8e&Dt JOSH IVEY n,questing 1bat I zmpond to 
the 1CCDO of a fatality crash. I arrived at the scene at a~ly ~905 hoom. Whmi I arrived I obaved a bmvm 
Oldsmobile Silhouotto ffftm.g on i11 f(Jof against ~ trees. Then was • deceaacd male on the pomid at the rear of 1be 
~e. All other occupanfB of the which, had b=i tmu.8p0rted to 1h hospital prior to my ardva1. 

Dcpwy DOUG SHARP and Dopmy KYLE HILLIKER.. lllil!ed mo wi1h 1be 1cmio cmtb invempdon. Aftm-ibe acenc 
m~ wen, taken. M=., Ambulanoo n,pondod BIid traupormd tho driceuod victim to ~w Hoapital Tho 
victim wu fOlo-6 1D MCiq' Ambulanco at appruimate!y 2208 boon. After all of tu, evidalce wis.coDCGted at 1hc 
IICCDC I 1b1lowod Comlt!ylido Towing II they 1nDlporled th wluc1o tu du, Ealo.a. County Sboriff'II Office Stomgc 
Facility to' be held III evfdmacc. A .Da1bod wn=c.br wu ulilizcd to 1raD&pOirt the vahiclo. Tho vebiclc w1110Wed ftom thD 
scene at approx:iD:ulfl,ly 2311 boun. We arrived at the srorap facility at approx:imlfdy 23-iO hours. 11tt: Countryside 
Towing cmplc,yeea wm not aUowod in die vehicle and vieR not allowed to throw any debris into 1ho vebicJc. 

ROADWAY DESCIUPllON: 
The, roadway where dWI crash ocoumd was within lhe Towmhip ofV~ Countyof&lon and S1afl, oi 
Mkhig1111. Th.ends I pc to the midway. The Gl'IBh occumd app2'0Jdmalliiy 600 feet aoalh ofW. Kmet HJahway on 
Mason Road. The velai.clc collided with a tree IPPfl)Jdmatcly 150 feet IOUth of 19 lS Muon Road. nae apcpd limit in 1ho 
an:a. aftht drUh w• SS mph. Thm wu one northbound lime ml ono aouthbound lane. The lanca wore 1eparatad by a 
broken yellow~ fur: nmtbbound and a IOlid yollow line for 8oudtbound. 'Ihm an, hills 1IDI1h of Mason Road and 
south ofMason Road. · 

ROADWAY EXAMINATION: 
~ was a.hqc waterpuddlo north of1he driveway at 1915 Mason Road. The puddle covered~~ 
quarter, of die. a>uthbound lane. 1hc:rc wcro yaw JJllll'k:a that 11&rcd near the center line of 1he roadway and c:cm1inuod in 
the cUn,cdon. of the final lfAIDDB' polition of the vehicJe. nc yaw mam wen, on tho pmtlmt ofthti madway with an 
uphill alopc. I m.casm=d I clwd of 11S' aod a middle ordinaU: of 4'. Uling a ma, factor of .80 I dele:nnbled a speed of 
a.pprmimltOly 70 mph. Tlda is a minimum speed sJnce the yaw mam wen, on an aphiU tmde w2JidJ would iocrca:ac the 
drag fil.cmr. Usmg a drag faclm- of .90 I dotmmiucd a speed of IIPJIJWWldlily 74 mph. The damagt, 1o tho vohicJe was 
CO!l8lllOnt with a cmsh at a high rllh, of IJIDCCI. 

WHA'IHBR CONDI1IONS: 
Tho temperldUrcl at fhe time of dus crmh w,s appro~ 42 dcpcs. There waa no ~1icm. Tho l'Oldway waa 
dry with the oxception of the lalp paddle in the aouthbourunane. lt was dayliaht at the time of1hc c•. 

PBRSONNBL: 
I complctccl a fi.ttld abtch lllld took ICOIIC pho~hs. I a1ao meuurod the '/IW mark. Dcpu1y HII;T.UC:ER ,uarmcd 1bc 

=~----==---------
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E'all!l, t°:tJ::l'I! JJl '.!J t ikJl'l!tOJI 
~~ 

Cue statln: CLOSED 

O&ur. Pl A.CCIDEN'l' I F..4T.4L 

CASI: SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT 
NOT SUPERJ'IS{)RAPPROJ7.ED 

P.rinl:ed: 06/17J201S 12:51 

OCA I JfJ15(J(J(}1574 

N"lkma Toml Station and I hdd the prism pole. I completed th11 UD-10 naffic Crash Re,port. Deputy H{TJ,Il'.BR 
eollectDd sw«al boer cans atul bottles from the scene and booked th= into evidence. Soc, his aapplemontal ItpOrt for 
additioJIJl io1brmatioD. 

DRIVERIPASSENGBR/WITNESS: 
The individual wbo was pt01lOUDCed at the 1CCDC wu ideJltmect • BRENDON LEE .PEAR.CB, WIM. 03/31/1999. The 
driver WIii prono,mccd deceased at 1he hospital and she wm identified aa MBLISSA SUE MUSSBR, W/P, 08/28/1983, 
Re.fi,r 10 tho UD-10 Traffic Cmsh Report fur ldditional D.river/Pancngcr :lnfbrmatic,n. 

VBBICLEINSPBCTIONS: 
lb vchlclc, involved in this 1atality a-ash wu a 2002 Oldsmobile Silhouetto. bmwn in color. MI~ AFZ 868, 
VIN: IGHDX03E92D223986. 1he vohidc was regutered 1o PA11UCA 1.ANE MUSSER. 423 B1m St. PO Box 1 lS 
Venncmt.villc,MI490!>6.Hmpccmd 1he~attboBllkm Cmmty Shaift"•Officc Sfonl8c Facilityo.n Mam& ID. 
201S at approdmaloly 1300 hoUll. 

Thll vohido BIISlline4 CXllmsivc· damage. The prim.my dmna,e was to the .front and the passeuger compm1mo.nt. the 
roof had bND pushed into 1bo PIIBICD&CI' compamncnt due to striking a uee. Tho 100f was collapsed mostly bctwccn 1ho 
"A" pillar and the •9n pillar. It waa appa:cat that .. tho vehicle rolled offl' and the drmrsicle •A• pillar~ the 
lffl'l. The driver scalbclt lad bocn c:ut by BMS. EMS }JIC11JOIUlOI illdicakcl CU Sergeant IVEY 1hat they cut the dlmr 
seatbo1t P had 1o cut the c1rivcr Int durina extJ:icadan:. ThD vobic1e Cltlle to rest upslde down lhcrcfo:rc Chm WIS a 
Imp amount of blood OD die mof'lmet. The hilt passmpr 1C111nlt bad allo been cut by EMS. Then~ 1tUDlC1'0US 
photoFll)]ui tmm by me dlltiDg 1be vchicl~ inspcotion. 

The nc that the~ Jtruok wu ha a "V" ahaile. The roar oftbc vebide stNck one part oftht tree II shown ia the 
acene pho1x,,SJ:11J)ht. The left mar *e 'W8I a .HdoJmt" tim intllJlclod • 1 ,pam i.. The driver and puamigor sido dA11 
pillllt'II bad been cut by EMS during extrica1hm. 

BVJDENCE: 
ftmn #S: 2cm Oldamobi~ SilhoueUB, brown iD color, Ml ~tiQD. AW. 858, VIN: IGBDX03E920223986. 

OP.INION: 
The vehicle involved in this c:raah was IOlllhbound on Mason Road, aoudi otKmael Highway, ~lliug at a hip TIUe of 
speed. The vchido stmck a lmge Wa1or puddle causmg 1b driv=- to lose control. lh1: driver i:Uom~ to mpin control 
of the vehicle 19d Btl:cmd to the :right putthig the 'Vehicle into a y&W". The whicle left tho roadway to tK right 811d 
o~. Aa it was roIHns cm:r it struck a laige 1ret eauaing 1he viC1i:m PEARCE• be ojoe1cd and causmg &ta] 
iajulica to MBLlSSA MUSSER. 

FOU.OWUP: 
Nom piamicd atthia time. 

Rapec:tm1].y mbmiUed, 

Dc1actfve Ri~ B1WOtl #170 
Bl10a County Sheriff', Offieo 

Pap1S 
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, • .ml 

CASE SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT 
NOT SUPERVISOR APPRO"PED 

• ~ 11 ".l L1,t1.1n,~.11a.c.. r 

Cue Statu: CLOSED C.11MqS1atm: CLOSED 

.otra.e: PI .ACCIDBNT I F.d.TAL 

IO.Ml~/101~ 15·0, k8ltx1UN, l~U U..'SD} 

Prinlcd: 06/J7/201S 12:58 

OCA: 2015fJOIJ1574 

Olmrred: fJJ/08/JDJJ 

Pagel6 
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CASE SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT 
NOT SUPJlR'PISOR APPROVED 

Primd: (l~7/201S 12:58 

I) 

C.se Slam: CLOSED 

o&ase.: PL4CCIDENT!FAT4L 

~: JJUXJ.ON. .B. D. (19068) 

lkapd'Yleer: JUNGEL, ~ L. (19221} 

CGlafld:: 

ADDffiONALINFORMATION: 

OCA: ZU15(J()()J514 

DIii/Time: DS/27/101515."02:Sg, W'~ 

SIIJNlfflNI" ltevkw Dale/ 'l'fme: NOT RJfJ'1EW'ED 

~~ 

On May 20. 201S l iocmod a copy of the Spanow .F~o PatholoSY Report in m~ 1o MELISSA MUSSER. 
Tho Medical Bummer that conducted 1he aulOply was JOHN .A. BECHINSKI, D.O. The mtopsy .1Imd 1= Cause of 
Death 18 Mul'liplo mjmica. 'Ibo Mmmor ot'Dcath waa listed II Accfdont. MBLlSSA MUSSER had a femonI blood 
Jllcohol 1c,vo1 of .083% ml a vilmOWI ftuid -1eoho1 levol of .092%.. 

On May 20, 2015 I n:c:cived a copy of the Sparrow Foromic Pathology Report in mfereace to BRENDON PBARCB. 
The Modica! Bxamitlcr that conducb,d Ibo IIJlopSy was 10BN A. BBCBINSD, D.O. 'Ihc mtopsy listed 1hc Cause of 
Dtath as Multiple iajuria_ lbo Manner ofDoath wa lisrc,d as Ac.cident. BRENDON PEARCE had 4.8 llg/ml otmc in 
ms systmn. PBARC.B tcsb:d. negative for aleohol. 

Moro infonnafion ui cotltliN:d witbm the au:top,sy and toxicoJogy reports. No ft.uthc:rillveatigation will be condwlded at 
t;his time. 

Reapectfhlly snburiuod, 

D~ Rwk.Buxtoo#l70 
Ea1on County Shm:iff' a Of6ce 
!05/271201515:031 RBUXTON, lSO, BCSD] [05127/.201S JS:14, RBVXTON, 150,BCSD] 

.Pesel7 
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C'aM .Tl 2015-JS14 
ltaM:ID11 

a.aNla IDt """"I 
I flflllllUIJIIJDJI 

CIiia #s Ul5·1$:l'.J 
llnlDl:2 
....... IDI 7,qif$-:l 

I lll1Dlllfl1UIII 
C.. !fr 20lJ.1514 
n..:m1 I 
........ 746&-3 

n 1•111111111111 

Eaton County Sheriff's Office 
Item Submission Form · 

Qll.ll PIIINTU: JN21111) 

TJJU PIUNTEDI 112111 N4 

Clllllllorr.: Daler 
~Ill l'Unl! =llt CD Mllllla "-Wllb CDntanls ll'lcllld~ mecllcatloll, 8'110r, lfald.n11cllcll "*"*'8 CM!, IDCIII NC111ttV 1:11'11 

D ... ._..,,..,. 01'N/20l51G:OO PH ' 
t.ocattom 1Um ClifflNI, ill ,.....,_.,. LNdOIII abln County Shlrlfl's afflce 

.,> D11111 .liUlllbtlll!' •> o-. Twp Ev.ldance UN:lcers - .. --c.-.,..,.. Oth!r 
DNc.lptlu111 2 llud IIQllte1111, 1 hall'oh BIHi llptan, 2 Blllfwdser~. 

Dllt.--..h ~15 10."00 PN 
'-S1111: bm c:wranltw' In,._.,. I.Hall_ &tan Caunty ~ Dl!kll 

.. > .,. SIAll&dan. =.> DIii 'twp E'lkMBm LDcbrs 

~· &ednmlts 
DacrlpUo111 Cd (Iheme tllal fi'Dm scaie of IDL 

Pal:.P1uhall: (Q;'Gl/2015 111:DO Nf 
LecdCIIII 11am CIIIJWlll:lr In ~nl'f 1-lloDt l!ilt.n Qii,ir¢y i&INlrttr's Dffim 

•" o.lte SU11it1t1t11 •.> Ellb- l!!lllfMCe Lodlln' 

Dt\lE; 
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CRASH NUllal!R: 

2015-1514 
DATE OF INSPECTION: 

03/10/2015 R. Buxton #170 · 

\lal't: IIMI!: MODEL: REG: MN: 
20D2 Oldsmobile SIihouette AFZ BU t6HDX03E92D22398I 

EA TON COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE 
VEHICLE INSPECTION FORM 

CONTACT: 

r~ INDUCED: 

TAIL LIGHII: 

LEFT: RIGHT: U:Fn RfGlm l.P. lfF: 

1J4mA·'J&!J ~jl'\I~ 4.e.b 

LF, 

LR: MID.: LR: 

Cv">-
TIRES LOCKED BYDAlfAOE: 

I.F: 'I~.$ RF: ,A/tt 

LR; /f4 RR: ~ 

13 a 
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Vehk:fe Jnspecllon worlcsheef 

Tires 

=::---... · ... -- -~---~ -~ff'-
~ --= 

• = 1; = •• •• : • • :: • == •• ! : • = •• 
i 1= '" ILi 

: " . • • ,: II •• •• .. • •• . -"' . 
= • • • 

II• .. . • .. . • • -· 

, __ 
•• 
== : s; ·-... == .... ·-

1 • : • • • • • , • • I • • • .. .. • • • • • -• • • • - • • -- ...... _1'1.._.,.... _ _ .. __ ...,.. .. __ _ , .. -..... ....... ------.. -•. ~---=-.:::.. ~.....,.. .. ,,_ ....... 
-~"'·-~"= =-a.:::.=..;:::;,=;.....,;;;="-'=' c::::-4'*• C Alllllillllll Jill 

~htftonl r1ght rear 

Joadranga: 

recam'd P8t 

acCU&JPSI: }%2.-ti.addeplh= 

laceration a: No 
lira Jmpac(s: 1/o· rim jqiac;ir. 

drt I plants: ;Ir; 
ilat"spis: Alo 

Noles: 

lSa 
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AIT Laboratories 

Labaratorv cue Number: 290IDt8 

Client Accoont: 17839 / apho01 

Physician: 

Repc,rtTo: Sptlm)W Hoepllal-Fo1'8n1ic Path 
ATIW: F01911R PathoJogy 

1215 E..t Mlohlge:n Avenue 
l.ln9ing, Ml 48909,.7980 

FX: 617-872-0581 

Labontary Spactmen No: 4D48D041 
Cordalner(a): 01:RTB Blood,FEMORAL 

A,palyle Name 
AMPHETAMINES 
BARBITURATES 
IBl'ZOOIAZEPINES 
CANtWIINOIDS 
COCAINEIMETABOLITES 
FENTANYL 
METHADONEIMETABOUTE 
OPIA.'JES 
OXYCODONEIMET'ABOUTE 
PHENCVCLIDINE 
PROPOXYPtENEIMETABCl.lTE 
ALCOtO. 
Methapol 

Ethanol 
Ethanol, QLIBlrt 

Acetone 
~CII 

ANALGESICS 
MESTtETICS 
JIM1BIOTICS 
ANT100NVU..SANT8 
ANTIDEPRESSANTS 
ANTIHISTAMINES 

MUSSER. MEUSIA 
Labor'a1oly CUR Mi: 29080N 
Print.ad Datal'Tlml: Dll31JID11, 08:50 

RMutt 
Nega!M 
Negallva 
Nagallw 

NegalM 
Naglltw 
Neaattve 
Notiw 
Negallw 
Negathie 
Negatiw 
NegatM 

Nar,dw 
POSITIVE 

Nagaliw 
.Nagallw 

N~ 
Nega!M 
Negalh.e 

NIQIIM 
Nega1M 
NBgalMI 

2265 Exec.utlve D.rive, lndlanapdls, IN 41241 
TelaphOne: (800JB75-3114 / Fax: (317)14W789 

Taxieo19gy: (317P81..ae78 

Subjaet'a Nlma: MUSSER, &e.JBSA 

Agency Case~ A15-1122 
Date or Death: oalD8f.l015 
Test Reason: Olher 

lnvestfaltor. NOT INDICATED 
One Recelwd: 03/13,"2015 
Dale Reported: 03/31'2015 

Date Collecled: 03IDSl2015 08:45 
1"111(11): 70510 Corqnhenslw Dlug Panel 

eqpntratioo UnlB Lac 

O.OS3 "'(W/v) Not Eltalilshed 

Page:1 of5 
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.. 
Laboratories 

>. H • C', I{ f r, • '1' ,._ •• I'>,. I~ I' 1". r.; $ I' I: ., , ! f' 

Analvte Nam• 
ANTIPSYa-fO'T1CS 
CARDIOVASCIJLARAGEN"IS 
ENDOCRINE AGENTS 
~NTEROLOGY AGENTS 
NARCOTICS 

NBJROLOGV AGENTS 
SEllATIVESIHYPN01108 
STIMULANTS 
UROLOGY AGENTS 

MUSSER, MEL188A 
L.abondmy caae #: 21081191 
Prtrud Datemm•: 03131J2011. 08:50 

Negative 
Negatlw 

Negatiw 
NagalMt 
Negai\.e 

NegafWt 

Nege1iwl 
Negative 

Negative 

2285 Executil,I Drive, lndlanapolf&, IN -4U41 
1'111ephone: (800)871-3884/ Fmc (117)243-ffll 

Tmcicology: (317}311.f878 

Continued.. 

ecmcentrauon Uni& Therapeutic Ranae Loe 

Page:2 Qfl 
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Laboratories 

Laboratory Specimen No: 40480042 

Container(•}: 01:VIT_CON Vitreous.eve 

Apalvte Nam, 
ALCOHOL 
Methanol 
Ethanol 

Ethanol, Quant 

AcekJne 
l&opmpanol 

MUSSER. MEi.ll&A 
l.abanl1Dry Cllu .. 21DI098 
Prated DatllT.na: Ul31l201S. 08:50 

ftnylt 

Negall\e 

POSITIVE 

Neg811iw 
Negsllw 

2281 Eut:Ullv9 Driva, lndlan,pDlil, IN 4041 
Telephone: taODJl71,,1814 / Fax: (317)2434788 

Toxicology: (lt7)S81..&678 

Daf8 Collected: 03it>Wl016 14:20 
Test(a): 

cancentratiqn Unitf 

0.092 %(\v/v) 

Loe 

Not Esfablshed 

Page:aore. 
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AIT Laboratories 

Laboratory Spaeimen No: GI0043 
eontatner(s): 01:RTB BJood,SUBCLAVICAL 

Aoalvte Name 

IIU88ER,, IIBJ98A 
Laboratory eue1: nosma 
Printed DaWTlme: IW3'IIID15, 01:ID 

> 

2211 Executive D""8, lndlanapolle, IN o46Z41 
Telephone: (800)875.1BM J Fax: (317)249,,1789 

Toxk:oklgy: C,17)311-1878 

Date Cofffrnd: 03/09l2016 08:45 
T•l(a): -4S800 Not Teated 

Conceplndipn Unftl l..pc 

Page:4' of5 
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AIT Laboratories 

Laboratory Spacinen No: 4048<DM 
Cont,dnel(e): 01:WTB Tissue.LIVER 

< No Testing Perbmal 

228& ExecutlYe Driver lndianapollt, IN 41241 
Telephone: (900)871-3894'/ Far. (31'7)24H781 

TmdGOJogy: (117)381-6878 

Date Collected: 03ltl9/201 S 0!:46 
Tl81(a). 49800 Not Tested 

Units Lac 

Tha Spaelrnen identified by hi Labondo,y Specimen NL1ni>8r la been hand.led and analy.zad In acoordance wllh aD appicable iequhmants. 

La1xatory Dll'ICIDr MUBSER. MELISSA C..e Rnlewer 

Laborarory caael¥W ff.' 4... C" j ~ Andrea Tenel, Ph.D .. DA8CC Pl"lnt Dml1'lm1:G1111'2D1S, 08:&0 IJ./IIY'l:t}) ~ 
Page:lof5 
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Patient: 

M8ld'I 8, 201~ 
March 9. 2015 
0816 haul'8 
Jcl'JI A. Bechll'llik~ D.O. 
Ingham 

DOB: 
S.: 
Pagt1 of5 

SHA-1H1122 
IW811983 (31) 
F 

Debra Paraon1 and Hale~ Soott. Autopsy Aeslstanll; Dlltactil/8 Jm Mallby, Eaton C<Ul1y Sherif 
ldentfflcatign Tap 

AUTOPSY FINDINGS: 
I. Raported hlslDry that the deoedant waa the dm,er of a motor vehlcle that left the roadway and llrUOk a 

tree 
II. EJdltrnal lnjurlae 

A 1nclaed WOWld on the rlghtfcrehead 
B. au•, o1 abraelana on Iha central forehaad, left maxlla-z,goma. dontal right hand and mid 

anblrlor right thigh 
C. Contusion on the glabella-brldge d the noaa and medal lower eyeUds with a centrelad ablUlon 
D. Abruions above th& Id eyebrow, left ala of lhe noee and the 111ft upper Ip, prOJdmaf ~ left 

foraann and proximal .... right 1hfQh, 
Contu1IOl"III on She upper right dle&t. upper mlcllna and Jaft cheat proximal ventral left forearm, 
dslllt anterior right thigh, proximal anterior let 1blgh, proxtmal antsrlor left lag and rrid an18tior left 
leg ' 

F, Cluster of.contusions and abrallona on the upper Id arffH&lft &hr>Wdar 
G. Near-traumatio amputdan of left ann wilh two laoeratiana and a dislocated fracture of lt1e mid 

hL1118rUS 
H. Ck>ud. dislocated fraoture of the dl8tal r)Qht famur 
I. Clustar of oontualons on the rtght knee and leg 
J. Right lower extremity WB8 mcternany mtatact end shortened 
K. Cfustar d purpf&-blue contuaiona and abrulons on the 18ft knee 

m. JntBl'nal ln)urfea 
A B1lal8ral hematomu in the neck i 

B. Hamatoma associated wilh 1he fraclure 111te of the right dlatal femur 
c. Fract&ns at sternum and 19ft flr8t rib -
D. Bcatp hamorrhag• "1he bllallnl tonlal and Jeftparletal -,IP 

IV. Toxloalogy-, aee report 

31 a 
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MUSSER, IIEUSSA Cast: SHA-,1&-01122 
Paga~ ofS 

Cauae of Daalh: 
Muftlsila Injuries 

Manner of Death: 
Accident 

INV8.lmcaA.TIVE FINDINGS 
I 

It waa raporlad that the deCedel"'lt wae 1ha driver of a mat.or vehk:le that f9ft .. the roadway and BlNCk a lrae. 

EXTERNAL EXAMINAnON 

The body waa nalved In 1tte aupine position wllhfn a white zippered bOdy bag. A red plu1io lock oombered 
"0071247" _. atlachad to the body big. An ldentlflcdan 18g bearing the '*118 "MeReea Sue M.....,.. 'W8B 
auacbad ID the q,pars of the body bag. A whMe tag wHh J*Jk medical 8JCBlliner taB8 atkbr was attacNd 1D Ile 
.... of the body bag. An ld8nlificatlon 1ag WU anached ID the left l'la.lllAk. . 

1ba bodv waa that of a normally developed. normally nourlahed whle female appearing about 1he recorded age 
of 31 year•. Tha body measured 63 lnchas Ir, length and weighad ~ 132 pounds. The bodywaa 
cool and had been rdigeratafd. Rigor morlla wa fuly deYeJopecl and rnior .mortia was pre11,rJt poaterioff/ a,d 
ll'\flxed. The head waa norrnooephallc and 1he acq, hair was long brown/purple and WIN'/, The a,-hat MD 
aclarU. paJe conjunctivae, and brown lrldea. The dll'ltlllOn wa natuJeJ. No leslona of 1ha oral mucma want 
ldentlffed. :There wese no muaes dllcemlble In the neck and the larynx was Jn lhe mldine. The thorac WII 
~ and the abdomen waa fOll'Klad, The mdamal genltala were thDN of an adult lema1e. Sea 
Evidence cf Injury for delcrlpllon of me llldremltlaa. The back ahoWed no agnltlcant dlformfflH. Seara •re 
present on the upper right and mldllne abdomen. 

EXAMINATION OF CLO'IHING AND PERSONAL EFFEC rs 

No clothing waa racefwd With 1he body. See PeraonaJ Effacta fonn. 

EVIDENCE OF THERAPEU'l1C INTERVENTION 
f 

An andotrachaal tube wf1h atablllation device was tn place. A cervical llplna immabllizadon collar was in place. 
Thant was an Jn1rawnous Une present in the right antecubiteJ foaa and an lntrliDll80IJ8 line \lill8 In Iha pracirnal 
antarior left legi lhMa waa • thoracostomy cathetar In 1he upper laft c:heal EKG laeds ware pw,t on the 
upper }e'tt chest. enterofateral upper rfght arm, lower che&t and lowar left abdomen. 

EVIDENCE OF SNJURY 

There wu 11 1/2-inch lncl8acl 'W)!Ound on the right forehead. a 1-1/2-inch ctuiter of arnatons en tha canb'al 
forehead. a 1-3/4-fnch purple-blue oon1Ualon on the glabell&-brldge of lhe noee and medial lower eyalldi With• 

• 2.-
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centralfzad 1J2..lnch abrasion. There waa a 1-1/+inch abrasion aboYB 11'1& tatt eyebrow, a 2-rnch clult8r of 
abnulona on the laft mman•1WC>ma. and a 3/4-lnch abl8alon on the left ala of lhe l1098 and 1he 111ft upper Up. 
TheAt wu a 1/4-lnch purple-bk.le conlllfon on 1tut upper right Dha&L a 2-1/2-Jnch purple-blue contulllon on the 
upper mldltne and felt chHt. a 5-lnch o1ult8r of purple-blue conQJelona and1abrl8iona on the upper left ann-laft 
shoulder. a l'IBBf-!nwmatlc ampuaailon of the leflann with two lacerations. 7-1/4-lnChea and &-1/2-h:has, and a 
dJsk>catad fraclure of the mid humeru .. ThBnt waa a 3-1/2-fnoh abrasion on the pradmaf daoal Id foraann and 
a 2-112-nti purple.blue cantullDn on 1he pra>dmal wnlrlll Id 'knarm. There wae a 8-lnch clUlblr or small 
abraalDn8 an tne dol'IBI rfght hand. There wu a 1 ·1/4-lnch abrallOn on the proximal lateral right 1hlgh, a 2-tnch 
clUaler of abraeioll8 on the mid anafor rlght tigh, a 9-1/2-lnch purpla-blue contualon en 1he diltal anterior Jlglrt 
1h1Qh, a cla88d dlalacatad fnlciura of Iha di8t8I right fenu.r. • 4-1/~nch c1uatar af p.urplct-blua contuliDna on .. 
~nee. and a &-Inch elumr of purplHfue contuafane and abrasions on the antmtor rtaht lag. The right lOwaJ' 
axtrernlv was ed8mllly rmatad and atu,rtened. There wa a :Mncl'I pwple-bJUe c:ontulian on the praxtmal 
anl8rior left ttilgh, • 6-lnch cluater of purple,,blua canmaiona and abruloni. Dn the la1t knee, • a-inch purple-lllua 
contuabn on 1h& prmlmal anterior left lag and a 1-1/2.-indl fM".Ple-blue contusion on the mkl anterlDI" left lag. 

SubBDquent 1 ntarnal 8Jlllffllnatlan revealed bllatend hernalOn\al within the ~. right greater tt1an left. • 
hematoma waclal8d With the fracture Illa of the rtght dlstal femur. a~ of lht •rrx.,m at lhe four1h lb. 
fr9alure of the antelior hdt first rib, and pEhy ~ hemontlages In the bllabnl frontal and left pmfetal acarp. 

: 

INTERNAL EXAMINATION 

ORGAN WEIGHTS (GRAMS) 

Heart 250 
Right Lung 280 
Left Lung 180 
LIYer 1880 
Spleen 100 
Right Kidney 90 
Lal Kidney BO 
Brain 1150 

An autopey wae performed utllzlng 1he normal thonu»-abdomlnal n posterior caronat scalp lnclelons. Excepl 
tor the~ pravlDully dlBCl'lbecl lnlW'f•. the folowing lmarnal ayatart11 W81e • follows: 

Head: 
No abnormally IIIIBB noted In Ula rdaclad aDEUp, calvarium. du,a. msnt,gu or the base of 1he skull. The 1150 
gm .brain waa tee of naoplalttc and olher fCICDI lellone. lnfarcta, and hamorrhag88. '11le cerebral vascular 
aya19m waa unra,narkable. · 

Neak: 
No abnarmallty was nol8d In the cervJGal rruacles, hyald bone; lar)ngMI Clidllagaa, tnutiaa, or 1he caNlaal 
Yllf'lllbral column, ' 

-a-
Sparrow Haallh ~ ~ DeJIMllllm pf l.llbntotlll • ~ llollJaln 
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The 260 s,n heart had a normal ~nfigutatioli with an ~D eptcardlal aurface and a moderalB amount 
of epicardlal fat. Tha coronary arllrlaa had na 1IgnlicMt athercaclan:,llc dlaea8e. No acute nvombt ware · 
pre&enl Both venlrlclas ware of normal size and their walls were of normal thlckn88$. No focal endomyocardla1 
f•alon• ware present. The papJbry musoln end chordD tendineae wara not lhlokened, end 1he heart wirv.a 
ware unramarkabla. 11'1e aorta had no elgnlficant atheroacleroa. Th& major artartea and greet vei'ls ahowad 
normal dtllribUtlon. 

Reeplratory B)1nem: 
The larynx and tram• were unremarkable. The right and left kl'lg8 weighed 280 gm and 180 gm, rwepactw,y. 
lllare waa paaslv8 congealion in the parant:hyma aacantuated with dependant lvldltr, No pwnanary emboll 
were idenltfted. 

Hepatobftlary System: 
Tha 1880 gm l'AJr had firm dmk 1an aurfaoaa and an UMlfflarkabla parenchymal pattarn. The gallbladder was 
remataly abeant and the bltlary trac:te wera unremskabla. 

Hemolymphatlcs: 
The 100 gm aplean had llmOOth .urfaces and dark JXJrpfe firm pulp. There.,._ no a19nlflcant lymphadenopathy. 

Alimentary Syslam: 
ihe tongue. eaophagl.18, atDfflf.Oh. 11111811 bowe~ appendix and colon were unremarkable. The Unlng of the 
stomacb had an intact and unremarkable rugat pat19m and the cionlerda of Ila mnach consial8d of 
approxfrnately 200 mL of partlally digallad meal and vegetabla mllll&r. 1 

Pancreaa: 
The pancr8B8 8howed an unrvmarkablt 1*'1 lobulated pattern. 

Endocrine System: 
The thyroid gland had a normal bllobed confcluradon. The adrenal atandS W8NI each unremarkable wtth 
goldan-.yenow «micas. 

Genltourlnary SyaleOE . 
lhe right and teft lddnays W&Wlad 90 gm .-ch. Each kidney hid smooth cortlcal aurfBCBB. normal 
corflco.medullaly reglonl, and no changes In the caJycaal aya1em1. pafws,lurtters. or blldder. The non-gavld 
ulElrus was of normal alze and had a smooth, ;tli19nlng, 1annilh·pmk aerosal surface, and an unrernar1altlle 
oervbc and andornetrium. The flllfoplan tub• and ovaries ware unramarkable. . 

Musculoakeletal S),lbtm: I 

Em,pt for the abaV9 l'IDt8d lnjurtea; all 1he musclee and BXlal ekaeton \W:Htt tree of any slgnfflaant 
abncrmalllies, 

TOXICOLOGY 

Eload {femoral)• Ethanol = 0.083% (wN) 

4-

&pa,tow H..ith ~ • Dapmlmem: af l.abcnlDrlu • uanq, MiOlllfan 
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MUSSER, MELISSA 

vttreoua- Ethanol = 0.092% (wJvJ 

OlHER PROCEDUFIEB 

case: SHA-11-01122 
~5of5 
~ 

1. Ph~grapha ~ ldantiflcallon and documentation purpoaet MA obtained. 
2. TIBIUa MfflPle• were relalned In fcnnalln. 
3. Ftngerprtnta were obllllned anc:t .,. r8IPl8d n lhlt ofke; 
4. Brood and llvar were rabuned for ara1ya1a If tndloatad. 
5. Blood wu placed on a tiler paper, dl18d and AJbllned for DNA analyals1 lf Indicated. 
a Pel'IJDl'IIII effeatl ware reJeaaed with the rematna. 
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AIT I -"- .................. .,,.._ •• ; ...... ,,. 

I If, I.'. I-{ f. If ~ • t; N r, .r. l;I OF !lo J:;,1 \:' , f' f. 

Laboratory CUe Number: 2903964 

Client Accoul'lt: 1783S I spho01 

Ph)'Bician: 
Report To: s..m,w Hospit.-Forensk: Palh 

ATTN: FOl8JISIO Palhology 

1215 East Michigan Awnue 
Lalllllng, Ml -48908-7980 

FX: 617-372-0581 

LabDratoiy Specimen No: AOa930I 
_ eontular(a): 01;GRT Blood,FEMORAL 

· ADIMI HIDJI 
AMPHETAMl-lES 
BARBITURATES 
BENZODIAZEPINES 
CANNABJNOIOS 
1JiC 

THC,Quant 

THC.cOC»I 
THO-OOOH, Quant 

COCAINEIMETABOUTES 
FENTANYL 
METHADONE/METABOLITE 
oPl4TES 
OXVCOOONEJNETABOUlE 
PHENCYCLDINE 
PROPOXYPH.E!NE&1ETABOtllE 
ALCOHOL 
Methanol 
Bl'IWJOI 
Aaeione 
l!Op!Qpanol 

ANALGESICS 
ANEBTtE11CS 

ANTelOTJCS 

PEARCE, BRENIX* 
Laboratory cue~ aoat64 
Prlnlad Datefflme: 0IJ20Ja01S. 20:U 

Rguft 
Negalhe 

Neaatr\e 
NlgalY& 
f)C)Sl'JlVE 
PCSrTIVE 

POSITIVE 

Negative 
Negativa 

Negahe 

NegatlY& 
Nagall\e 

Negative 
Negativa 
Negalhle 
Negativa 
NegalMt 

NQIM 
Negative 
Negadwl 
Negad\e 

Negatl\18 

2285 EDculfw Drlva, lndlanapulls, IN A82Af 
TelephOne! (800)875,aN/ Fmc f317J243,fflll 

Tcmcolagy: (H7)381.a78 

Subjec:t's Nam&: PEARCE. BRENDON 

Agency c..e I.: A16-1123 
Dale of Duth: 03.08f2015 
TeetReason: Oller 
IIMl81igltor: Bowles 

Data Received: 03l11/2D15 
Date Reported: (XWQ,2015 

Date COlledBd: 03/DM015 08:<lO 

Tllf(BJ: 70510 ~henslw Drug ~ 

CgnCfnlratlm Uni& Lqc 

4.1 ngkri. 

40.8 nghn. 

Page:1 on 
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l al 1c_,,r ato1 1(: ... 

LlboratOry Specimen No: 

.....n ,, ULL 

ANncoNVU..SANT$ 
ANTIDEPRESSANTS 
ANTHSTAMINES 
ANTIPSYCHOTlCS 
CARDIOVASCULAR AGENTS 
ENOOCRJNEAGEN'ra 
G\S'JROENTERa..OGY AGEN'1B 

NARC01'1CS 
NEUROLOGY AGENTS 
SED.6.TIVESIHYPNOTICS 
STJMUI.ANTS 

Ca£~&1.m.e. 

40479309 

Nllga1lw 

Nagd/8 
Negative 

Negatlw 
Negathe 
Nagatlw 
NagaU\e 
Negd.e 
NegaM 

fWllve 
POSITIVE 

2215 Execul:ln DriW, lndianapol._ IN 46241 
Teleplione: (IGDJBfl.491194 / Fax: (317)243-2189 

Toxicology: (317)3114878 

Continued.. 

.llllal:rt. ,U ,!pal.1Ut1V9J.y ltO*J'!:tft, INt hll• JUJt IIINlll 0011,f;l:med 2'y aa 

al.tel:'Date a.11.a.J.11;J.aal. met:l!Oll, 

UROLOGY AGENTS 

PEARC!. BRENDON 
l..aboratOly Case~ 2901984 
Pl'intlld Dltal'llnMr. 03J20/JD1&, zo:a Page:2of7 
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AIT Laboratories 
I H, r, Hr, P ~ ~ i. '• t; I ft L t"' t- • F F', VI: F 

L.abcntory Specimen No: 40171310 
COntalllBl'(e): 01 :UR Urine, Random 

Analvte Name 
ALCOHOL 
AMPHETAMINES 
BARBITURATES 
BENZOOIAZEPINES 
BUPRENORPHINEJMETABOUTE 
CANNASINaDS 

Cart>axy THC 
cart>mcy me. QLllflt 

CARISOPRODOI..IMETABOLITE 
~ABOU'IB 
FEHTANYL 
METHADONE/METABOLITE 
OP~TES 
PHENCYa.lDINE 
PROPOXYPH9EIMETABOUTE 
TRAMAOOI.NETA80UT1: 

PEARCE,WON 
Lllbonlloay c... #: 290Hl4 
Prlntad Datetrli'lle: IWJD/201 &; 20:53 

Result 
Negatl\e 
NegatiW 
Negatw 
Negallw 
Negallw 

POSmVE 
POSITIVE 

NagaM 
Nagall\la 
Negative 

N.Uw 
Negd\8 
NeglilflW 
Naga!W 

Negall\le 

2286 Executive Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46241 
Telephone: (800.)175-3884 I Fu: (tf1)2AJ..2789 

Tca.icolclr. (317)381-5878 

Date Colleeled.: 0M:>al201& 09:00 
Ttlll(a); 700BO Drugs of Abll88 Panel 

concentrJUon Urjs • q; 

Page: Bof7 
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11 -. 1.- - ,, -.. f.. - , j - ,., 

Laboratof)' me1 11.... 
Contalne,t.): 01 :VIT_CON Vffroous,EYE 

2285 Exei:utive DrlYe, Indianapolis, IN "*4f 
TtHphona; {800)875-3184 I F.u: (117)24a-Z718 

'9'~ •• f3 .... 391-1878 ---------. 
DIie Collected: 03/0Qf2015 09:00 
T8&1(1): 48901 VolatJI• Not per1ormaa 

__ .. c-.J?~u~ l!.unJa,&:i.-__________ Lc,ac,it,_ 

<Vol&tiit Testing Not Perl)ITJlBd > 

Due tD JlC111lltiYe b1oDcl, tl••-, az,dJo,r 11~1A• ..-c,J,1Ltl1e (A.oatone, •t;haJloi, 

X.op.i:opanol., uct Met:2uuioi.1 ~••ILlta, volats.1e te•t:£q waa 11ot. PIIJl::t-d aP t:lle 

fl. tz.ou• apeaS.au, 

PEARCE,IREM>ON 
La~ C..if.: 2903914 
Printed Dllelnne: Oll'l0/2011, 20:IS Page:.tof7 
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A T ·Laboratories 

Ulboratory Specimen Ho: 40478312 
Contalner(1): 01:GRT Blood.FEMORAL 

APllldl Name 
c No TesB111 Perbnned 

PEARCE, BN:NDOH 
LUOmtory case 1: 2903914 
Prated Daiamme: Oat'lO/at&, 20:U 

Rasult 
> 

22M Exec:ut!Ya DJivt. lndlanapcil, IN "241 
TtlephOne,: (800)8711,UM / Far. (317)243-2711 

Ta: ·· (317)381-1871 

Date Collected: DMJ9fl015 09:00 
Teet(&): 49800 NotTestsd 

Concentration · YoDi 'oc; 

Pagr.5of7 
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T Laboratories 

Labcnto,y 8peclmen No: 40471313 
Contamer(s,: 01:RTB Blood,SUBCLAVICAL 

An•!Yta Name 
< No T8'11ng Pertmned 

PEARCE, BRBIDCN 
LabolalDry C... ~ 29031&4 
Prfnt.ed DateJTime: Daa/2Df~ 20!&3 

228G E:uc:utin Drivl, lndalapolll, IN 48241 
T.iepbone: (laO)l'tNIM / Fu: (317)24S4719 

Taxico.lagy: (317)M1.fi78 

Date Colleded: 08m'2015 :DO 
TISl(s}: -49900 Not Tested 

Conc;antrdpn Untta Lpc 

Page:lofJ 
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Laboratory • ... ·4 

Contalnar(IJ 01:RTB etood,CAVllY 

Agajyte Name 
No Testing Par1bnned > 

Aodnlll Tenell, Ph.D., DABCC 

226& ~ Dmll, lndlanapolfl, IN 41141 
Telephona: (IGO)l75-M94 / Fa: (117)U3,,2781 

TQldcofagy; (317)311..-,S 

Date Collected: oat09,2015 08:00 
TNl(s): 49900 Not Teated 

Units Loe 
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PEARCE, BRENDON 

AUTOPSY FINDINGS: 

Clo: 
DOB: 
8aic 
Paga· of6 

SHA-15-01123 
3/31/1999 {15) 
M 

I. E>clllrnlll injllrin 
A. Defonnldlan d 1tw 'left aide of the head \\th a eunken•ftattened 8PPNf8IIOII of 1he 19ft 

~region 
s. PaJpabJe traaturN of the blaterai maaa. and zygornae 
C. ClUltar of abra&lons, lnDl8ad waunda and auperllclal lna-,cl'waunda on lhe 18ft atf8 of th8 faoe 

fncdudhg .. Jtrft ear and neck and l)lllehy emal abrufone on the right forehtad and eyelida 
D. F.racturel of the upper bllllnl medlal and lateral left inc!SORJ and lowar rnadJaJ right and laterll' 

left lnclaora 
e. Open fraolure of the .mid left clavlcle 
F. Clultara d 8bralllonlS on the Jeftahest. latefal left arm, poeterior left ahoulder·arm an1Brdateral Id 

thigh" . 
G. Abraalona on the doraal left hand 
H. Abrasion WJlh a lacerallDn an the Wt !Mlporal acalp 
I. Abrallona and c:omuacns on Iha dollal right hand 
J. Abraatons, pink contualona and auperflclal lncllutd woWlds on the 18ft knee 
K Abrasions and euperflclaf lncfaad wounda on the anterior and an18rolataral left lag 

II. lmamal 1'*"85 
A. HatnorrhaQD& In Iha left frontal, temporal, parfalal end occipital acalp 
B. l:ftderal lhln IUbdu,.. hamonhages ovedying the carebral conwxbles 
C. Global aubarechnold hemcnhagae of lhe bllataral cerebral and cerebfltar hem'8phlres 
O. LAGeratJona and pu1pefactiDn of the bllaleral. frontal polel and Inferior bllatertd frontal loba 
E. Cortfoal oarebra1 oonlullons of Iha bh.teral Inferior frDntll. hlmporal and ocolpffal labe8 
F.. While matter hernonhlget of the bllaleral cerebral hsmilpharaa, mid bru1, pona and medulla 
G. Pllutlluy gland waa pulpfflect 
H. COmrnlnutlon of the frontal bone, Including the bllataral fronllll-arllilaj roafa and frontal C8t.w.rlum. 

aphennld bone, .blararal basal temporal bona9 wtlt1 ntenllon through Iha right temporal P8bOlm 
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Patient PEARCE, BRENDON CMe: SHA-15'0112.3 
flag82of5 

ridge into a dlallatlo fnlal\nt of th& rvi,t !lmbdDld aubJra, arjd fradurea of 1he left tamporal and 
parielal bones 

1. Contuslonl CJf the left lobe of Che thyroid gJand, euperior anterior r!Qht ventrlde and "1hl atrklm 
J . Ful-1hlcknaaa Jaeeratton of th9 aurlme of 1he rfgnt atrium and p~l thon11ic aor1a 
K. P'1JmDnary cantualons of ell lobaa of both lunge and extensive faeelldlona wJth ,:,ufpefaction rJf ID 

lobes of 1he lefl lung 
L. Diffule GORIUllonB of the liver arid e laceratlDn of the p()Sterlor Jefl fobe of the llvar 
M. Theapleen WM~ 
N. Contusions Of the kldnep and laceration, of the laft adrenal· gland 
o. Contusions of the eeophegus, 8IOIT18Ch, emal bowef, colon and meeantery 
P. HtmQPlll'lcardlurn (ilbDut 1 O mL) 
Q. Hamathoracee (about 1100 mL right 1111d 600" ml 1elfJ 
R. Hemape,Honeum (about 200 mL) 
s. Fractur• of the la18raf..postallor laft fltat IV'Dugh twelfth rfbs, anterior ,vht 8l)dt1 and seventh rm 

at 1IMt atemak:oltal .it,r'd!ona, and thl ldphald prooees 
UI. Tmdoalog,- aee report 

cauaa or Death: 
l'.IJltipla fnjwtas 

Manner al Dutta: 
Aoddant 

tNVEITIGATIYE ANDINGS 
It wu rapcmad that tha dtoedant 11118 an af act&d pueenger ot • motor vefaiela lhat left the roldMly and slrUak 
a tree. 

EX1'ERNAL EXAIIINA110N 
The body wu recelYed In the eupJna poaitlon wlhkl a while zippered body bao- The zjppere of Iha body bag 
ware sealed closed by a red pla&tfo lod< numbered •0014544•. An identffication tag bearing 1he name 
"UnidenUfled' wa attached 1D the aippera of the body bag. A mite 111g wnt, pink medlcal e>camlner Ol88 lticker 
wae aHachad ID ttie zipplrl of the body b9G. An idantflcalion sa; waa atlached to 1hlt teft 8h09. 

The body waa that of a normmly developed, normally nourtshed Wblt8 male appearing about the raODrdad age of 
15 ,-rs. TI,a bod)' meaand 72 inchal Jn ~glh and we~ned ~ 188 poundl. The body was aaor 
~d had been nlfrl;endaCI. Rigor mortia was fully daveJopad and (Vo; morUs was prasent antarloltr and • 
Po8t8riodY and unftxad. The IIC8lp hu wu lhort ~d brown. The eyee had white IClerae, pale oorfunctivae. 
and blue/green bidaa. The denlhli:in wu natural. No \ellona of "8 oral mucou ware id•ntilied. There \\W8 no 
mw cffacarnlbla In the neck and tha 181'.YnKWBI In Ute midllne. The tharaK _. aymmetrk:BI and 1he ~811 
was flat. The external gentalla were 1hose of an adul circumcised male. Tha arerritliee and back ahowad no 
algnlllcant deformttles. Seara ware pnment on the pl'QJdmal doraal rfghtfarearm, mtl vermil left forearm, dlatal 

2 · • 

44a 



R
EC

EIV
ED

 by M
SC

 7/31/2020 1:09:55 PM

Palfent: PEARCE, BRENDON SHA-1$&1123 
P.ageSof5 
• 

vamraJ left foreann and anterior 18ft knee. Tattoos conaisted of a cro&a ~ YAngs with 'Trenton Moore' In 
antw on a banner and '2-11 _. and •s.-24-13• betow on lhe upper 11ft back. · 

EXAMINATION OF CLOTHIMG AND PERSONAL EffECT'S 
Clolhlng oon111tad of b1ack1Jf8.Y aho88, whft8 aocka1 blue JB!lns with a brOWI belt. gray underwear, a blea mat. 
and a green t..ahl,t. S.. Penonaf EfflCIB 1onn. 

EVIDENCE OP INJURY 
There waa deformatlori of the .left aide of the head ~ a aunbn-tlldtaned appearance of 1he left 
frontotempo,oparlatal regJon. There ware palpable frlletUtN of the bJlaleral maxillae and zygomaa. · There wu 
an apprO>dmate 8-Jnch aluat8r of ab1'891on8, lnoised wound& and ~al Jnclaed wounds on 1h8 '9ft aide Df 111 
faCe lndudk,g the 18ft •• and neok and ~ 1111111 abraatone on the rtght fnhead and eyelids. Thn were 
fredurae of the ~ blateral merlal and JateraJ left i~ and Jowar medial light and laleraI left irdlorl. 
There waa an open frac:bn of 1118 mid ratt clavicle wttb ·an uaoclal8d Unch laceratlQn. Theta 1111181 t -1/4-lndl 
dultar of abrulana on 1he latwal upper !aft aheat and a 2·1J2-inch clllller of llnear-Uke abrallfona on the 19ft 
chNl There wu a 5-1J2,-lnch Clfultlr of abrulona on th8 raterar left arm. a &,,Inch cuar of abralllans on the 
poatark,r left lhaulder, and ablalona up to 1/4-lnc!I on the dorul left~ ThsM WIii a 1~1/Md, abraalon 
wJltl a 1-lnah laceralion an the '8ft1ampo,al acalp. There were abrasfonl up to 1..fnch and purple,.aJue 
GOt1tU1iGn1 up ID 1/2-i'lch on the domal righl hand. There w ·a 5-lnch custer of abrasions on the lll1l8mBt8III 
I.rt 1hJgh. abrallona, pink eomualona and m,partJolal il'ICiled 'MMnll up to ~ Inch on the left knee ml &btaslonl 
and aupe,tlclal lnCleed wounda up 1D 1 Inch on the anterior and•~ 11ft leg. 

Subaaquent lntamaf axamlnatlon nMNlfad pa.idly hemorrhages wifllln the left fmntal, 18mpDnll, per1alll and 
. occipital acalp, Thlni were blalaraJ thin aubdural hemorrhagt1 CMl'fylng the cerebral ~ .. There W8l'9 
global IIUbaracmold heinorrhagee at Iha blatnf cerebral ana eareballar henulpharea, laceratione and 
pulpefactian at the bllaterat froniaJ polal end lnfllrlor blatilral frontal lobee, c:ortlca( cerebral contualons af hi 
bilatlraJ inferior frontlJ, tlmpOlal anct oceipltal lobea. and wt1lle mldl8r hemon'fllOaa at fie blim.ral cerebral 
haml~rea. mid bram. pons and medulla. The pituitary gland wu pu~ed. Th .. ¥JU cmnmlnUlion of 1he 
froral bone, lneludng the bUateraJ frontal orbital roofs and frontal aalvarfurn, ephenold bone. bllaleral ba8al 
temporal bonN wtlh 8Xl81Wlon 1hrough the right tampcnl patroue ridge tntd a ciestanc fraclUl'e of 1he right 
lambdold aulln, and fractu191 of the left tamptn1 and parll&ar bonea. Thate W8l8 conlullona of lhe laft.labe at 
the 1hyrald gland, 1uperlor anterior right wnlrlale and rlghtatrtum. a parforaHon of 1he auricle af tha right alrbn. 
and a full-thlckneas laeeratiOn or the pnmnal thoraclC aor1a. 1llate were pumona,y contualana of aH fobaa of 
bolh lunga llnd extenaive lacerdona wlh PLl"8faollon of aU lob8S at th• l.n lung. There wre diffuaa oontuafons 
of lhe liver and a laceradon of the pasllrior left lobe of the !Mir. The apleml wa pufpfflld. Then, ware 
~onlultore at the ~ and lacerationa of the !aft adntnaJ gland. Thera were oontuelons of 1he aeophagus. 
8lomeoh. smdl bowBI, colon and ITIN8ffl8IY. Thet9 were appru,cimat8ty 10 ml. 1100 mL 600 mL and 200 mL of 
ttin blaod In the perlcanlat, ~ht and Id pa,ra~ and per1toneal Cll\/ltiu, res~. n.. ware fraotu,. cf 
tl18 lataral·Po818rior left firat through 1Wefflh ra., anterkJr rtght sixth and aewnth rlba at the atamm-cr>ldal 
Junclione, and th• •hold proCB11. 

INTeRNAL l!XAIIINATION 

ORGAN WEIGHT8 (GRAMS) 
Heart 340 · 

-8~ 

Sparrow twllh 9-,n • Deperlmeld of Labondortel • ._...., Mlcll•an 
. ' , 
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PEARCE. MENDON 

Right Lung 330 
Left Llllg 370 
Ltvar 1720 
Spleen 220 
Right Kidney 110 
l.sft Kidney 1 «> 
lhJn 1370 

Case: SHA-15-01123 
~4af5 

An autopsy was performed utilizing the nGnnaf thoraco-ebdominal and posterior coronal acalp blclslons. t;nept 
tor tlle abCMI prevlaUIIJ Cl8ICrlbed lnlurtn, the fonawtng fntamal aysmme were a toaaws: 

Head: 
-! 

No abnorm111ty wae noted In the reflected mp. catvam.m, dura. tn11niflQ8a or the bale of the ekull. · TJle 1sm 
gm bnl1n was free of y,eoplasllc and other focal lealans, ll'lfana, and hemorrhapl. Tbe cerearal vuaJ• 
ap1a11 ._. unremeukable. 

~* I No abnormality wu noted In the C8MCal mueolea, hygld bane, laryngaat ~ tramae. or the cervicll 
wrtnraJ 4»Ullll, • 

CardkMacular Syatem: 
The 340 gm heart had a normal aonflgurallon with an unremarkable epicariflal eurface and a moderate amount 
of eplcardial fal. The c:oronary artertas had no elgnlftcant attwraealarotla claaaae. No aou18 thrombi ware 
pra11nt Both vantrfclu W9l"9 af normal a and thalr wells were of normat 1hlclmeslL No focal andomyooardfal 
lestona ware pr81811l The papllary rnusdl9 and chorda• 1Bidnaaa wa,e not thlckaned, end the heart valves 
W8r8 urnmartcable. The aorta had no algnlflcant alhero1alarosfl. The major a,tai1ee and g,eat veins ahowed 
normal~Ullon. 

Raapindory Syatem: 
The~ and tndea were ..mrmarkable. The ~ht and left lungs W8lahl(d 330 gm and 370 gm, rapactlwly. 
'TtleNt was.,..... cangesllon In 1he parenohyma aoaenluamd with dependent Mdlty. No pUlmonary amboll 
W8l'8 ldanfffled. 

HapalobJlary Syalam: . 
Thi 1720 gm liver had ffnn dark tan aJrfMcN and an unremarkable parencnymal pattern. The geRbladder and 
blllary ttacta were unremarkablrt. · 

Hemolyrnphallce: . 
The 220 gm epftan had lfflOOth 9Urf9ces and c:taJ1c purple firm pulp. There was no elgnfficant lymphadonopathy. 

AVmenWy Systam: 
The 1Dngue, eaac,hagua, stomaoh. lffllll bowe1, app...nx and colon were unrema,kable. The llnlng of the 
mnacn had an Intact and unremarJcable rugat pattam end the oont81'118 of-the 8IDll1ICh conefated of 
app.l'CIM'l8lal 60 ml cf 1tlln 18n llquld. 

.4 
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PatiB11t PEARCE, BRENDON 

Pancreas: 
The pancnm at,awad an unrematkable tan tobulatad pattern. 

Endoa1ne System: 
The .. d gland had a normal bllobed cunflguratlon. The adrenaJ glands wara each Lll1l9r11IUkabl v.flt1 
goldan-,yaDaw cortices. 

Ganlto&mary Syatem: 
The right and rett kidneys walglwd 11 o gm-and 140 gm. reapecttvety. l!ach kidney had smooth carltcal aurfacae, 
normal cartJto-medulaty rqlona. and no ahang• In the c:al)alll BY*f8ml. pah,u, ureters, or bladder. The 
s,rosta1B and teatea wa,a urnmarkable. 

Mulculoakalelal Syn,m: 
Except for Ill above natad ln)uttea. an lhe musd8a and mdat skeleton were free af any slgntficmrt 
abnarmallllet. 

TO>CICOLOGY 
Blood Cfemoral) 

• THC• -4.8 ~L 
. THC.COOH -=·.,to.a ng/ml 
• C8ffafna = Positive 

Urfne. Qlrbaxy THC = 588 ngfmL 

O'l'lfER PROCSJURES 
f. Photographs fDr tdantlflcatJon and docunentatlon purpow wara obtakwd. 
2. TIIIU9 lllffl1MB were ntlalnad In fonnalln. 
9. Flngerprfnta were obtah:lad and are retained trf thfe office. 
4. Vlli'eoua ffuld and blood wara retained tor analys1a rt lndlcatad. 
5. Blood waa pJacad Qn a lltlr paper, dried and retained for DNA an&rywt, tf indlcllted. 
e. Clottltng 8J1d pel'lonal effealll ware rel81118d With 1ha remarn,. 
7. GrNn Jury aubatanoe and drvg paraphernalia we"' relU18d • 8\'ldenoe. 
8. A photo CD wai, prepared and released to law enforcement. 

-5· 

John A Bechfnsld, D.O • 
.Pnl'lllllllc Padlolopr 
Elec:tlaal'ally SIJPll4 
».. Rlparted: m/19i2015 
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EATON COUNTY ROAD COMM'5SION 
MAV12,2015 

A regular meetJn, of the Eaton Countv Board of R~d CommJssroners was held at thelr office in 
Charlotte, Mrchlpn on May U, 2015. 

Members Present: cammlssioner5 Lyons, Ma~wel~ Eldrtd, Lamoreau><, Tennis 
Members Absent: none 

Chairman Lyons called the meeting tt, order at 8:36 am. 

Moved by Lamoreaux, second by Eldred, tflet the qenda be ,pproved as amended 1D consider seslcoat 
projects for 2015 and ·consider altemathle time for bid openfng. Motion carried, 

Moved by Eldred, &ea1l1d by TennJs, that the minutes of April 28, 2015 be approved as printed. Motton 
carried. 

There was no publlc comment. 

Moved by Eldred, second· by t.amoreauK. that Accounts Payable .fVOl52.} ,of 04,.30-15 In the amount of 

$16,422.85, Payroll (V0#53) of OS-OS-15 In the amount of $81,323.0S, ar,d Aci:ountl P•yable (V0#54) of 
OS-07~1S In the amount of $154,271.74 for tobll expendtturu of $25ZO~ 7,67 be approved. There was 
drscusalon. 

Roll can vote: Ayes: Lyons., MaxweN, Eldred, Lamoreaux. Ten:nlS; Nays: None. Motion carried. 

Moved by Tennis, second by Lyons to adopt the fa.llowlrw resolution: 

WHEREAS, the Employer adopted the Eaton County Road commission McJnev Purchase Plan (the PJan), 
effective as of Janua,y 1, 1986 and subsequently restated said Plan effective oc:tober 1, 2010 and 
appointed Timothy J. Lamoreaux. DaneY Tennis and BenJemln Lyons es Trustae, of sald Plan and Tn.15t. 
and 

WHEREAS, Sectlon 7.11 of the Plan lfve$ the authority to appoint and replace the Trustee, and 

WHEA~. It was SUJPSted that Duane Eldred and Dorothy E. Maxwell be added IS Trustees effactive 

Immediately. 

RESOLVED, that Timothy J. LamnreaUJC, Da~II Tennis and BenJamfn lyons shall continue the1r 
appotntment as Trustees wtth such fiduclary responslblllty and duties as provided for In the Plan. 

BE IT FUM'HER RESOLVED, that by their duly authorized slg..tures on the Adoptin& Resolution, Timothy 
J. Lamoreaux, Darrell Tennis and B~amin Lyons, accept and confirm their continued appointment as 
Trustees and Duane Eldred and Dorothy E. MaXWefl accapt a:nd conflnn thelr appointment as: Trl.lStees. 

50a 



R
EC

EIV
ED

 by M
SC

 7/31/2020 1:09:55 PM

RDlf call vote: Ayes: Lyons, Maxwell, Eldred, Lamoreaux. TennlJ; Nays: Nona. Motion carried. 

Mr, Balbu requested approval to hire nine {9) temporary si.,mmer maintenance employees at~ ra.te of 
$10.0D per hour. lll•re was discussion. 

Moved by Lamoreaux, second by Tennis to hire nrne (9) tamporarv summer matntarMnce employee& as 

recommended by staff. Motion carried, 

Mr. Ballou requested approval ta hrre five (5) e,.neerlt11 co-op swdants at rates ranging from $13.50 
per hour to $14,00 per hour. He noted that three would be working throush the fan. There was 

discusston. 

Moved by Lamoreaux, second by Eldred to hire five CS) englneerins aMJP stqdents us recommended by 

staff, MotJQrl camed. 

Mr. Ballou presented a request from the Collective Bargaining Unit~ chan,e to a four day, forty haur 
workweelc t,egTnnlna May 18, 2015 and endln1 September 4, 2015. There was discussion. 

Moved by Lamoreaux. second by Eklred to approve • summer work !Chedule consl$tln& of four ten..flcn.lr 

days. Motion carried. 

Mr. SaBou reviewed bid tabulations from die previous meeting and made recommendations. There was 

discussion. 

Moved bV Tennll, second l,v Eldred that the bkt for agl'Sjlte surface course and maintenance fP11vel be 

awarded tx> the lowest bidder at each loc:adon, Motion carrlad. 

Moved by Tennl1, second by .Eldred that the bid for county.wide a,rb and street sweeping be awarded 
to the lowest blddtlr, HTA Companies. Motion carried. 

Moved by Eldred, second bv Lamorpux that the bid for asphalt patching mix be awarded to the lowest 
bidder for each mbc. Motion carried. 

Moved by Lamoreaux, sec;ond bv Eldred that the bJcl for culverts be awarded to the low bidder, St, Regis 

CUivert, Inc. MotlOn airried. 

Mewed by Lamoreawc, second by Eldred that the bid far roadside mowing be awarded to the low bidder, 
Leon Mann. Motion carried. 

Moved by lamoreaUX; second by Eldred that the bid far road and sealcoat qsregates be awarded tu the 
Iowa st bidder et each la cation. Motion carried. 

Mr. Hannahs updated tne Board on the status of road projects. There was dlseunlon. 

Sia 
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Mr. l'arahall reported on the actrvttT.es of the road cre\llJ. There w.as discussion. 

Mr. Ballo~_presented an ag,eement with the Mfchlpn-Department of Tulnsportatlon to amend the 

contract for the Creyt:s Road sl1naJ modernization project. at Anacaprl and St. Joe Hwy. There w,s 
dJscusslon. 

Moved by Tennis, second by Eldred io adopt the following resolutfon: 

8.E IT RESOLVED, That the amendltoty contract between the Mlchlpn Department of Tr1nsportatfon 
and the Eaton County Road Commission for traffic sfpal up111dl1"11 and lntemonnectlon work at the 
Intersection of Creyts Road and Anacaprf Boulevard and at the Intersection of Creyts Road end St. J_oe 
Hlshway; and au toge:ther with necessary rel~ worfc loe9tad ln Eaton County known as Job Number 
l23898A, Control Sec:tiofl CM 23400, Contract No. 15..S131, Project CM 1423(009), Federal Item No. HH 
9701 be apJ:lroved and that the Chairmen, namely Benjamin S. Lvans, and the aerie, Lori N. Frfedlls,. be 
duly authorized to sl1n the contract. 

Roll call vote: Ayes: Lyon~ Maxwell, adred, Lamoreaux, Tenrrls; Nays: None. Motion carried. 

Mr. Ballou reported that Area Supervisor Dave Baker wu• be retirln1 effective May 31, 2015. 

Mr. Ballou reported that the Road Commfsslon had received a Natlce to Eaton County Road Commission 
of Fatal lnjurlss Due to Defective HJghway on behalf of the Estate of Bnmdon lee Pearce, deceased, 
relatlna to a slnafe vehicle accident oa:url'frll on March 8, 2015 on ~on ~ad In Kalamo Town~~Tp. 
There was dllcuulon. 

Mr. Balfou report_ed that the Road Commission was on the agenda for the next Eaton County PubRc 
Works & Pflnnlna Committee meetfn,. Comm'9sloner Tennis expreuad his concem reprdfn.s stlff.s 
regular attendance at the Public Works and Plannlns rneetinp. There WBS dlsc:uJs[on and the Board 
agreed by consensus that It was not 1ppropriat• fur a n!presentatM! of the Road CA:>mmlislon to 
f'IIUllrly attend the Commrttee rneetfnp. 

Assistant C.OUnty Ensl'neer Han!MlhJ dlstrJbutad I map.and 11st of ,-commendt!!d sealcoat projects for 
2015, noting appro,dmatelr 76 mffes were proposed. Th•nt was dfsa.t•lon. 

Moved bv Tennis, second by Lamoreaux to approve the 2015 sealcoat projects as recommended by 

staff. Motion ca1Tled. 

Mr. Ballou recommended U..t bids for the HMA resurfacing pn:lll"lm and asphalt emulsion be opened 
prtor to the next Board meeting to allow staff time to revl'.ew the bids before making I remmmendatio11. 
There was disaisslon. 

M,;rved by Tennis, 11cond by Eldred that bids for the HMA raurfadng pmgr_am and 115Phalt emulsion be 
publldy opened on MIV 26, 2015 a_t 10:00 am. Motion camed. 
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There was brief discussion reprdlns the st:,tus.of asreements wtth n,u11k:lpallties for the distribution of 
Local Road Mflfase proceeds. 

C.Orrespondenat flom several students In Eaton Rapids was nwlewed. etaarffl'Uln Lyons noted t~at he 

wollld Jook Into speakfrc wnh tile dla. 

Corrupondence from Chris Bedford was l"e\'iewed reaardlna .i loose branch OVfl the road near the 
lnter,ectlon of Windsor Hwv and canal Rd. There was drsc:u5Sfon. 

There was brief dltcUsslan reprdln1 the faHure of Proposal 1 to pass. 

There w:a, no publlc comment. 

Chairman Lyom adjourned the meetlng at 10:21 '"" without objection. 
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Print Dato 07/l Sl.201' 
p~ Time 08:44:30 

.Req11efflld .By O$hom, Jared 
Addnn 1915 N. .Mason Rd. 

.. •J . !f• • -~. • • •• , 

E~MatMdd,­
Loeatla MIison 
ltiw ... Xiasc1 

Munlclpalty Kal-.no 

ProbkmC•) DninlF 

Eatc11 Cew,q .a.ad Conu81Nion 
SR- &lrYb lbQtlat 
BEI..LE'VVS ,\QA 

Receh<ed By WbwheJl. Plltrida 
Date 06t.JS/2014 08:l~:21AM 

CalledDy 
Called To 

Priorf()' No Pellcl No 
~flsNO 

Roques! Staltls Closd 

Detalll Saya Ina pmJ>Ort.Y Jusu1ortnor 19Uus s&anding wat«ln Ille IOldwbellewr kniil14 it oooieaausltfna off!Cinael &: pools on 
aoulhbound side. Rod ia !owcrthall lides and thee Is no ditch. 

AuluedDate 
Re1ponded Datt 

llupente(I) 

Bxp!auflo• 

Jy 
By 
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Print Dase 07/J5/2U1S 
Prim Time 08:4$!53 

laio11 C.1u1ty Rad Coul.aaiaion 
SR. - Service Recprest 
~Vl!AUA 

JleQuestblUl'llb« 2015.(Jl9U01 
Rcspooa Nombat 1 

:tteqi.:,~d By OJbom. Jared 
Aodrm 1915 N M.t,,,.,1 

Kop~os, Karon 
vJlllflutS 61:36::JAM 

Rete11dBr 
Date 

C:!WIJy 
Calr.dTo 

Priorit,y Nu V11rmoa1VJh; Mi 4~96-0.:00 
Phone 517-852--0:61 Mobi.it 

f-MalJ ..wdN,s 

Loartk• Ma'IOn 
.Bmntn Ktns.-1 

Mualelpaffty KAia.mo 

Prablem(1) DraiJap 

PoUcc No 

Ste.rm/Calls No 
·Req•~•··GJosed: --

Omd Date 03/12/2111.S l2;00~0AM 

Dall Would lib to llavo tomeehin& dcne ebouttho water on the rod Ju« JIOl1il. ofbia address. SayJ lie eaDod about ti. last )'Car ud 
DOthlng WU done. 
Now 2 people wae ldllcd In "'-' mdrnt ttom hydrt,Jtlaning on the water. 
Want& to llavo this d,.oelGed aad have ,omcone call him tio ~ ~ acthina bas bcm don.o. 

At.eel Date Ol/lmt)U 12:00:00AM By Parshall. Daniel 
ResPoadod Dau 03/l1/20JS U:00:00AM By Panh.U. Danit! 

Relpo!Ne(s) Drainep 
Expi. .. tioD Bladed oft'lteml sowarer cen ~ o.ft'road • saJt.ed aroallleo. 

To Abui!er, Camero.a 
...... 81aaat Closed 

CIOMd DaR 03/12/l015 12:00:00AM 
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Print D• 01m,2,n, 
Prbc'l'iml 07:14:0S 

,... -
E.lfal MdNII 

r...ttoa Mason 
Bat-we. Kimd 

M1llleipalley VatmontYiU11 

Prvbtcaf•> Trame Conni 

Mablte 

Detallr S.d aoclcllat • netds raads clolCCI. 

lalml Ctuatf Raad a,. ....... 
··lln1c•Beqaat 

8TZVK &llAVBll 

Reeelwed By .Kopulot, Kmll 
Da1c OJJ0912015 Ol:'2:llAM 

C.WBy 
CtWTo 

Prilrity Ho Nici No 
.. -Bferm,4Gdr J(G 

Req1Mlt8faful Closed 
OIINII~• CIMJfl.ZOI, 12:00:0DAM 

Aulc1..r Dae. 03/08/2015 12.-00.,00AM By Balm, David 
1'NpndNI D1C1 03/0&'201S 12:00:00AM By 811m, .0..vld 

Ills,-.(•) Trlfflo Conlnll 

Tl, 

aa, ... 111am1 amec1 
OOIIII U.t. 03J0ll201$ 12:00:IIOAM' 

~utloa Sct2 t111e II btnioldcs : 
MGoll A Ki'IIII 
Ma8QO & Va!&,f 
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KALAMO lWP. 9· EG"P, I Z. so 
Drtvar . ~~, tr 
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STATE OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE COUNTY OF EATON 

Joseph Grinage, 

Plaintiff 
V 

Estate of Melissa Sue Musser, 
Patricia Jane Musser, and 
The Eaton County Road Commission, 

Defendants, 

AND 

Ryan Harston, 

Plaintiff 

V 

The Eaton County. Road Commission, and 
The Estate of Mellua Sue Musser, and 
Patricia Jane Musse·, 

Defendants, 

AND 

Lynn Pearce, Personal Representative of the 
Estate of Brendon Pearce, Deceased, 

Plaintiff 

V 

Lawrence Benton, Personal Representative 
of the Estate of Mel1ss.a Sue Musser, Deceased, 
Patricia Jane Musser, and The Eaton 
County Road Commission 

Defendants, 

File No. 15-12~-NI 

and 

File No. 16-29~NI 

Honorable John 0. Maurer 

Jeffrey D. Malin (P36212) 
Matthew G. Gauthier (P76043) 

D. Adam Tountas (P68579) 
Charles J. Pike (P77.929) 
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MINDELL LAW 
Attorneys for Plaintiff Joseph Grinage 

Leonard E. Miller (P35114) 
THE SAM BERNSTEIN LAW FIRM 
Attomeys for Plaintiff Harston 

Joseph T. Cotllson (P34210) 
COLLISON & COLLISON 
Attor:neys for f>laintiff Pearce 

Smith Haughey Rice & Roegge 
Attorneys for Defendant Eaton County 
Road Commission 

Thomas S. Barger (P54968) 
GARAN LUCOW MILLER PC 
Attome_ys for Defendants Est~te of Melissa 
Sue Musser and Patricia Jane Musser 

ORDER 

City cf Chartotte, CQunty of Eaton, State of 
Michigan, on theb,-th day of June, 2017. 

HONORABLE JOHN D. MAURER, Circuit Judge 

WHEREAS, , Defendant Eaton County Road Commi~ion fi!ed a motion for 

summary disposition pur$uant to MCR 2-116{C)(7), and 

WHEREAS, the parties all appeared for oral arguments on April 28, 2017, at 

which time the Court allowed for additional b~iefing, 

NOW THEREFORE; the Court, having -read the extensive briefs, heard oral 

arguments, reviewed the follow-up briefs1 and reviewed the relevant authority, finds as 

follows. 

FACTS 

On March 8, 2015. a minivan driven by Melissa Musser left the roadway and 

struck a tree. The car was owned by Melissa's mother, Patricia Musser. Both Melissa 

Musser and Brendon Pearce, a .passenger in the vehicle, were killed. There were 

several other passengers in the vehicle, among them Joseph Grina_ge and Ryan 

Harston, wtio were injured but survived the accident. Plaintiffs Grinage, Harston, and 

Pearce's estate are suing the Eaion County Road Commission claiming a highway 
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defect was responsible for the crash. Defendant Eaton County Road Commission 

responds that Melissa Musser was legally intoxicated and driving at least 20 miles over 

the speed Umit on bad tires in the rain, and also that pre~suit _notice was insufficient and 

they should not_ be responsible. 

Each Plaintiff is required to serve pre--suit notice of intent to sue, the details of 

\Nhich form the instant issue. Defendant Road Commission argues that the notice must 

be served on the County Clerk and the Chairperson of the County Road Commission 

within 60 days after the accident. Plaintiff Pearce served notice 58 days after the 

accid~nt, but did not serve the County Clerk. Plaintiff Grinage served notice 116 days 

after the accident. Plaintiff Harston served notice 113 da~ after the crash, but did not 

serve the County Clerk. Plaintiff Ryan Harston responds that notice must be. served 

within 120 days after the a~ident, and also that he &erVed the proper partie$. Har~n 

and Pearce also argue that Defendant Road CommisJ,ion did not properly plead the 

affirmative defense of improper notice. 

This matter appeared before this Court on May 8, 2016., apparently for a hearing 

on Eaton County Ro3d C()mmission.'s motion for summary dis,:>osltlon based on 

insufficiEmt notice to the county. This motion was only for File No, 15--29-Nr regarding 

Bre.ndon Pearce's ciaims. arid dealt with properly describing the alleged d.efect. This 

Court, Judge Grant on SCAO assignment, denied the motion because it found the 

notice to be sufficient. That decision was appealed, affirmed by the Court of Appeals, 

and an appHcation for leave to appeal is, at the time of writing. pending before the 

Supreme Court. An apparent change tn law has created toe issues forming the basis of 

the instant motion. 

STANDARD OF REVlEW 

Summary disposition pursuant to MCR 2.116(C){7) does not testthe m~rits of 
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the claim, but rather certain defenses that may eliminate the need for trial: release, 

payment. prior judgment {res judicata], immunity granted by law, statu~ of limitations. 

statute of.frauds, an agreement to arbitrate, or "infancy or other disability :of the moving 

~rty." The ground;·ii~in (C)(7) must be raised :in .. a party's:first re$ponsive-p1eadrrig 

unless stated in a motion filed prior to the first responsive pleading. When reviewing a 

(C)(7) motion, "the court must a.ccept all well-pied allegations of the nonmoving party as 

true." DMI Design & Mfg, Inc vAdac Plastics, lnc1 165 Mich App 205, 209 (1987). 

ln determining whether a plaintiffs cla(m is barred because of immunity granted 

by law, the reviewing court will accept the aUegatiQns stated In the plaintiff's complaint 

as true unless contradicted by documentary evidence. Maiden v. Rozwood, 461 Mich. 

109. 119 (1999). Moreover, 

The reviewing court must view the pleadings and supporting evidence in 
the lrght most favorable to the nonmoving party to determine whether the 
undisputed facts show that the moving party ha$ immunity .. lUhere is no 
factual dispute, whether a plaintiff's piaim is barmd under the applicable 
statute of limitations is a matter of law·for the court to detennine .. 
.Ho~r, if the parties pr~sent evidence that 8$tablishes a _que~tion Qf fact 
concerning whether U,e defendant· js entitled to immunity a~ a ma~r ·of 
law, summary disposition· is inappropriate. 

Kincaid v Catdwelf, 300 Mich App 513, 522-23 (2013) (citations omitted). 

ANALYSIS 

l\t issue in the instant motion is. whether to apply the 120 day notice provision of 

the Government Tort Liability Act, MCL 691.14041 or the 60 day notice provision of the 

Highway Code, MCL 224.21: if it is the latter, whether defe·ctive notice must be raised 

as an affirmative defen$e; and, in short, whether to give streng v Board of Mackinac 

County Road Commissioners, 315 Mich App 449 (2016), retroactive effect. 

The first issue may be addressE;Kt succ;inct!y. Streng is e)Q)licit that MCL 224.21 

governs notice of intent to sue for injuries sustained o.n htghways: service must be made 

within 60 days of the injury1 in writing, ·on both 1t'le county clerk and the chair~on of 
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the board of county road commissioners. Plaintiff f:iatston argues that there is a conflict 

as the ~upreme Court has stated that the 120 day window of the GTLA governs. This 

position is incorrect. Plaintiff relies on Rowland v Washtenaw Rd Commn, 477 Mi~h 

____ 1_9_7_(-19-7·2::-).-w-;h:-e-re-::th-e-:S:-u-p_re_m_e_c-=--ou-rt·-:--d-::i:-:-d-ru-:le-o-:-h-a-c-as-e-a-p-p71y7in-g--:t7"he~12=-o=-d-;:-a-y-n-o-::-:ti,....ce----

Period. However, Rowland addressed the ~stitutionallty of statutory notice provisions 

for governmental defendants-in general-in a case that happened to apply the 120 

day notice provision of the GTLA; it.does not stand for the pQSitjon that the notrce 

provision of the GTLA is to be applied rather than notice provision of the Highway Code. 

Th.ls is cf ear from the text of Row/81Jd, and also evident in streng's discussion of the 

hi$ry of these provisions, Rowlsnd, .and note that no precedentiaf case has applied the 

60 day notJce provision since 197.0. Streng, at 460. 

While under Streng the. Highway Code is the applicable provision, it may not 

apply to this case. Plaintiffs argue that Oef~ant Road Commission has waived this 

defense by its failure to ra~e It .affirmatively. This argument JTIU$t also fail. Plaintiff 

relies on MCR 2.111 {F)(3} and MCR 2.116.(P)(2) for the position that the affirmative 

defense of jmmunity granted by Jaw must be raised in a party's first ~sponsiye 

pleading. However, 

It is well established that _governmental immunity is not. an affirmative 
defense, b~ is Instead a characteristic of government. "ll]t fs the 
responsibility of the party seeking to impose liability on a govemrnenfal 
agency to demonstrate that its case falls wilhfn Qrie of the exceptions (to 
governmental immunity]." Furthermore ... "(W]heo the Legi$1ature 
specifically qual~ the ~bility to bring a claim against the state or tts 
subdivisions on a plaintiff'$ meeting certain notice. requirements that the 
plaintiff fails ta meet. no saving construction-such a_s. requiring a 
defendant to prove aotual prejudice-is allowed." 

FF)irley v Dep't of Con-, 497 Mich 290, 298, reconsideration den sub non'I. Stone v 

Michigan State Police, 498 Mich 864 (2015) (citations omi.tted); See also McCann v 

State Dept of Mental Health, 396 Mich 65, 77 n 1(1976); GallivKllkeby, 398 Mich 527, 

5 



R
EC

EIV
ED

 by M
SC

 7/31/2020 1:09:55 PM

542 n 5 (1976). PlaJntiffs have not argued that Defendant Road Commission Is not 

protected by governmental immunity. Therefore, Plaintiffs> argument that Defendant 

failed to raise ttie affirmative defense of defective notice faUs because it is not an 

affinnative defense, but a condition of .govemment that may be raised at' any. time. 

Plaintiff Pearce concedes thfs point, but argues that the issue is one of improper notice 

rather than defective service as discussed in Fairley. This misunderstands the issue. 

Notice and service are not two distinct facets of this claim; the notice is defective under 

the Hjghway Code because of the lmprqper service. 

The only remaining issue, then, is the retrospective effect of Streng. If Sfleng is 

given retrospective effect, for the reasons stated above, Defendant Ro.ctd Cdmmission 

would be entitled to summary (;fisposltlon. ~Although the general rule is that judicial 

decisions are given full retroactive effect, a more flexible. approach Is warranted where 

injustice might result from fulf retroactivity. For example, a "'°lding that overruJes settled 

preqedent may property be limited to prospective application." Pohutsld v City of Allen 

Parl<, 465 Mich 675, 695-96 (2002) (citations e>mitte(j), A three factor test is applied to 

determine if a dE!Cision should not have retroactive effect. ·Those·faotors are: (1) the 

purpose to be served by the new rule, (2) the extent of reliance on the old rule, and (3) 

the .effect of retroactivJty on the administration of justice.· Id. 

Defendant argues that Streng does not ar.inounce a new ru~ or new 

interpretation of a rule. This cannot be accept(:)d. Streng ltsetf acknowledges. that "both 

the Supreme. Court and [the Court qt Appeals] have regularly applied the GTLA without 

consulting MCL 224.21 in cases involving the highway exception to governmental 

immunity and.county road commis$ions" and cites authority noting that "the 60 t:fay 

notice provision has not been applied in any reported cases invoJvlng county road 

commissions since .. 1970." Streng, at 460. While the purpose to be served by the 
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new rule is to give full effect to both the GTl.A and the Highway Code, this is not 

outweighed by the extent of reliance on the old rule. .Further, the on~ effect Qf 

retroactive application would be to bar an entire cla.ss of litigents from bringing suit 

-----·------·"' ----
against county road commissioners. Plaintiffs In this case foUowed the weH-·established 

rule of law at the time their suits were filed, and it would be detrimental to the 

administration of justice to bar their claims now based on a change in the interpretation 

of trus law. As such, this Court finds thatit would be improper to give Streng retroactive. 

effect. Thus, under the law prior to Streng, thf3 Plaintiffs filed proper notice and 

Defendant's motion for summary disposition must be denied. 

It is so ordered. 
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PROO.F OF MAILING 

Angela L. Curtiss swears on the U..,...._.day of June, 2017 that she served a copy of 

--------- ------- --------------~------------
the foregoing Order upon Jeffrey 0. Malin, D. Adam Tountas, Leonard E. Miller, Thomas 

S. Barger and Joseph T. Collison via first class mail, postage fu!Jy prepaid. 

Grinage v Estate of Melissa Musser, etal; File No. 15-1226~NI 
and 
Harston v Eaton County Road Commission, ~ al; File No. 16-29-FH 




