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EATON COUNTY

OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF

THOMAS L. REICH, SHERIFF
JEFFREY G. COOK, UNDERSHERIFF
1625 Independence Blvd » Charlotts MJ 48813 » Phane §17-543-3512 » 517-372-8217 « Fax 543-2922

— = == S s T T e
= — ——— e

July 13, 2015

Collison & Collison

5811 Colony Drive, North @@ Fggx} v
PO Box 6010 [
Saginaw, M1 48608-6010

Re: Freedom of Information request regarding incident no. 2015-01574.

Dear Mr. Collison,

This notice is issued in response to your inquiry received July 7, 2015, requesting information under the
Freedom of Information Act [FOIA) MCL 15.231 et seq.

Your request is granted as to existing, non-exempt records on file with this department falling within the
scope of your request.

You will receive a copy of incident no. 2015-01574; a fatal crash involving Brendon Lee Pearce. This will
include ail reports, documents, autopsy and toxicology reports as well as photographs and body-cam -
video, which will be saved to DVD’s. Photographs containing images of the victims will not be included.
Pursuant to MCL 15.243(1)(d), public records that are specifically described and exempted from
disclosure by another statute may be exempted under the FOIA. Section 8 of the Michigan Crime Victim's-
Rights Act, MCL 708.758(3) indicates that visual representations or depictions of crime victims are

exempt under the state FOIA.

There is a FOIA processing fee of $33.76. Upon receipt of the processing fee, payabie by check or money order to
the Eaton County Sheriff's Office, Visa or MasterCard, the records will be mafled to you or you may pick them up in
person. Please see attached Fee Calculation form.

Any records not obtained within 30 days of this letter will be destroyed and a new request will need to be
submitted.

www.catoncounty.org/departments/office-of-the-sheriff
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THOMAS L. REICH, SHERIFF
JEFFREY G, COOK, UINDERSHERIFF
. 1025 Indepeadence Blvd « Charlotto MI 48813 « Phone 517-843-3512  S17-372-6217 » Fax 543-2922

OFFICE OF THLE SHERIEF

—— e e — -

i

Sincersly,

Corky Jerick

FOIA Coordinator

Eaton County Sheriff's Office
(517)543-5247

www.eatoncounty.org/depariments/office-of the-shenff
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Incident Report Additional Name List es
i )
A e o
Additional Name List <
Victim of 5
NomeCvde®  Name (Last, Firsl, Middle) Crime # _EPOB Ags Racebex O
1) W11 HOFFMAN, CHRISTOPHER S a2 v o 3
Adiresy 7593 Gresham Hwy, Vermontville, MI 49095- B I
Empladdr Wright Tvee Service, Jackson B oy
Miohlle #: 317-231-2689 8
2) W1 2  COLEGROVE, MICHAEL QREILLY s 5 v oM &
Address 739 Linden St, Charlotie, MY 48813- W 517-543-7083 s
EmpVAdir % )
Mobile #1 o
W
3) WI 3 - MOREHOUSE, ELIZABETH G s 7 r W
Adircss 9795 W Kinsel Hwy, Vermontville, M1 49096-8526 " )
Empl/addr #: z
Nisbils ¥
4) W 4 PEARCE, BRENDON LEE ; (S 15 W M
Address 2048 N fora Rd, Vermontvills, MI 49096- H: S$17-652-9108
EmpliAddr By 517-652-1052
Miokiie h
§) W 5  HARSTON, RYAN KEITH i, R s W M
Addross 123 W Shermon ¢, Nashville, MT 49073- m 517-
EmplAdde Unemployed By
Mob e #:
6) W1 6  MUSSER JOHN ERIC ;, R ss W M
Addvemn {23 Sherman St , Vamontville, MI 49673- H: S5I7-852-9466
EmplAddr Seff) 106 Main St. B:
Mblsils ¥
R_CE78C Printed By: CIERICK, SHERIFFONS 86/17/2015 12:58



=
eyl
@)
T
=
INCIDENT/INVESTIGATION REPORT ¥y CJERICK, BHERIFF3 06/1%2025 1238 %
Eaion County Sherif's Depariment Page3 G
<«
| <
, ! >
! . @
D ! ~
® l w
o ' =
g T | [\)
| | S
l ‘ | \®)
| o i ()
| | i -
i | )
. | _ _ 3
T | ’-U
Snspect Hata / Biss Motivated: | z
INCIDENTANVESTIGATION REPORT
Narr. (cont) OCA: 2015-0001574 Eaton County Sherifi"s Department Page3
NARRATIVE -
2015-1574 / Original
Deputy Popa
PI Accident
Incident Description

OnnmliatapprommalyITSSMIWWWmdeighwnymanRoﬂinmfnrencetoarlnccidmt. ‘While
en route to the sceme Dispatch advised that 2 subjects had been thrown from the ear and that the vehicle had miled over and 1 snbject was
trapped ingide the veldels, Disparch advised there may be & child involved but 00 one was able 10 locaie the child. Tarrived un scens and
naticed a4 gold van that was rolled over end up against a tree on the west elde of Mason Road fosy south of Kingsl, Inotived 1 subject
cutside the vehicle Iying on the gropnd that was not moving. Inoticed several other people with unknnwn injuries aod 1 sublect tapped
inside the vehiols. Iobserved several beer cams around the scens of the crash

Imade comart with witness #1 who was identified sz MICHAEL COLEGROVE. COLBGROVE can be contacted 517-843-7083,
COLEGROVE stated while traveling noxthhound on Mason, just south of Kings] he observed & gold van traveling sovthbonad at what
appeated to be a high mate of speed. COLBGROVE siated fbe vehicle bit a puddle fhat was in the madwey and lost control of the vehicls,
COLEGROVH stefed the vehicle then went into the diich and rolled over where the vehicle camo o nest.

1 made contact with wimsss #2 who was identified ps CHERISTOPHER HOFFMAN. HOFFMAN cin be contated by phene at
517-231-2689. BOFFMAN stated he was iraveling northbound in the pessanger seat with COLBGROVE. HOFPMAN siaied to me that
ho observed  gold colored van travel past them southbound at a high rate of spesd. HOFFMAN stuted the vehicle hit a puddie that was
in the roadway and lost control. HOFFMAN gaid that the veldcle then went into the ditch and rolled over where the vehicle came to 2
Test.

1 made contact with witness #3 who was idendifind as ELIZABETH MOREHOUSE, MOREHOTUSE can be contacied at $17-983-8547,
MOREHOUSE stated she was traveling norgihound on Masén Road just south of Kingel. MOREHOUSE ztated she ssw a gold eclored
van pass by her trayeling southbound on Mason af what ghe believed to be o high rate of speed. MOREROUSE said sfter the vehicle
passad her she looked in her vear view mitror, When MOEEHOUSE Jooked in her rear view mitror she saw the pold van lose control aud
o into the ditch and roll over whears it came to vest sgainst a tree.

The driver of the vehicle was identified by her Michigan Driver's License as MELISSA MUSSER, The passeager of the vehicle wes
identified s RYAN HARSTON. Four other passengen where inside the vehicle at the time of this incident, The four other pascengens
are identified as ANDREW MUSSER, JOSEPH GRINAGE, BRENDON PEARCE mnd JOHN MUSSER. The locstion of thess four
passengers i unclear at this time.
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INCIDEH_'I'IINVESTIGA'ITOH REPORT
Narr. (cont) OCA: 2015-0001574 Zatan Cosmy Sheriff's Dapartment Page4
An accident investigation team from fhe Exion County Sheriff's Office wes called oot 1o the seene. '

Thts investigation has been turned over to DETMALTBY, See his supplemental for further information.

Froperty / Bvidence

Itook photos af e scene.

T was wearing & body cam during this incident and a copy of the body cam faotage has been placed jnto evidence.
See DET MALTBY s supplement for farther information.
LEIN Informaticn

Hone

Charges Requested

Nons

Follow-up

Nonoe

Respectfully subsmitied,

Depaty Popa, Budge #151

Eaton County Shesriff"s Office

03-10-15/4pb

3/13/15 IRP
3174

INd $S:60:1 020T/1€/L DSIN Aq AAATADTI



incident Report Related Vehicle List

Eaton County Sheriff's Department ocA: 2015-0001574 |

Yeb YVir/Make/Model Siyle Color Lie/Lis Vio
Y| 2002 OLDS, SWhouette sW GLD ARZ868 MT 2015 1GHDXU3E92D223986

IBR Buts Deia Location .

Setzed 03/08/2015 12000 W KINSEL HWEN MASON RD, VERMONTVILLE MI
Condition Valoe Offense Code | Nmdsdistion Stee § NIC #
s000| 9999 Locally
Name (Last, Firnt, Middis) Al xnm As Home Addeens
Mugger, Potricig Jane 423 FIM &7
VERMONTVILLE, MWT 490595

T SU 5884303
DOB. Age | Rece | fex | Het Vet ..m,m.mu,wo&wdﬁwm&nm
030¢/ive3 | 52 | W | F | 55 | 140
Hiates
Towed by Counly Side
R_CE9IBR

Printed By: CJERTCE, SHERIFFOD3 06/17/2015 12:33
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CASE SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT Printed: 06/17/2015 12:58

oca: 20150001574
'IHENPORRAT.IDN BELOW I8 CONFIDENTIAL - FOR USE BY AUTHORIZED FERSONNEL ONLY
Cuse Btatis: CLOSED - Cnse Mng Status: CLGSED Ocencred: 03/58/2015
OHense: Pl ACCIDENT /FATAL

Investigatar: JVEY, J C. (19203) Date / Time:  03409/2015 02:15:59, Morday
Superviior: JYEY, J C, (19203) Buperviser Review Dute/ Thnes  03/09/2015 02:30:14, Monday

1 responded to the fital crash on Mason Rd and Kinsel Hwy with the other county units. Upon arsival, I made contact
with Dep Popa and leammed there was one fatality ontside of the vehicle, several others injured outside of the vehicle and
people still trapped ingide of the vehicle. Arca fire departments and ems were onscene attending to the ifjured,

One of the injured that was being trested ID"d himself verbally to me a5 Andrew Lee Musser w/ Bl He said be
could not recall what happeaed prior to the vrash, who was driving, who was in the vehicle or how many people wore in
the vehicle. Musscr was then transported from the scene.

BMS also pointed ont a body laying on the ground at the back of the vehicle. This person was later TD'd 2s Pearce. He
bad been covered up with a blanket by the time I amived. EMS advised that he was decessed,

While walking around the vehicle, I noticed the odor of intoxicants. [ saw several beer cans and bottles o the ground
around/in the vehicle, The containors I saw were all open.

After all the people were extricated from the vehicle and transported, I spoke with Asst Chief Wetzel from Vermantyille
FD, who stated that he was the one inside of the ven extricating the driver, Melissa Musser. He gaid that hie had to
remove the back of the drivers seat she wae sittiag in to get her vut, He aleo said she still had her scatbelt on which he
had to cnt,

While onscene, Patricid Mosser arrived and said she was informed by others that her family was involved in the crash.
Sho stated that the van driven was registered to her. She said on 3/8/15 at spproximately 1400 hrs, she st Melissa
Mnsger drive the vehicle as Melissa said abe needed 1o go get groceries. Patricia thought Melissa would boe going to
Bellevue to get the grocaries, She said at the time she icft she was alone.

The scene was tumed over to Det Buxton, Dep Sharp and Dep Hilliker to complete the Al postion. Det Malthy and Det
Gardner also came in and mesponded to Sparrow 'where all occupsnts were trangported.

Please includs this report with the original. I will also be making a copy of my BWC video fram the initial responge as
well as the encounter with Patricia Museer to place in evidenos.

Respectfully,
SGT Ivey 143

Page6
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CASE SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT Printed: 06/17/2015 12:58
. aca: 20150001574
THE INFORMA TION BELOW IS CONFIDENTIAL - FOR USEBY AUTHORIZED PERSOMNEL ONLY

Cuse Statas; CLOSED Case Mg Statws: (CLOSED

Offimes; PIACCIDENT /FATAL
Tevestigntor: GARDNER, T. 8. (19152} Date / Thne: 03/11/2015 09:36:04, Wednesday
Bupervisor: JUNGEL, 7. L. (19223} Supervisor Review Date | Thue: (03/7)/20]5 09:36:00, Wednerday

Contact: Beference; Suppiemeny

On Suaday, March 8, 2015, at spproximately 1912 hours T recaived a phone eall from Detective Maltby requesting
ssmistance on a Fatal Accident investigation that oecurred on Mason Rd. at Kinsel Hwy. He asked that I raeet him at
Spamow Hospital as there wete 5 or 6 people to possibly interview,

Upon arrival I met with Sparrow Hospital Emergency Room staff. | was ingtantly informed that the person in trauma
room # 2 had passed away. This pereon was identified as MELISSA SUE MUSSER 08-28-83. The heed doctor at this
time was Doctor Ansari. He i3 the head trauma doctor. He was essisted by Doctor CHRISTOPOULOS who is the head
emergency room doctor. MELISSA SUE MUSSER was prenounced dead at 1944 hours,

I was also informed that there were paticnts in frauma rooms 1, 3, & 4 az well as emcrgency Toom 25 from this accident.
Twent to traume room #1 {irst; however no one was in the room. ¥ was told that he was having & CT scan end wonld be
hack after the procedure was complete. The patient in this room wasg later identified as ANDREW LEE MUSSER

I was infirmed chat the patient in trawma room # 3 would not be able to telk i me as he was intubated and had an infury
tohishead This patient was later identified as RYAN KEITH HARSTON :

1 then went to trauma room #4. The patient in this room was also in CT scan. He was identified as JOSEPH LEE
GRINAG) (SR8 I was told that he would be back shortly.

I hen wemt 10 cmergency room # 25 where I met JOHN ERIC MUSSER (SR 1 expiained to JOHN MUSSER that
I wag a dstoctive from the Eaton County Sheriff's Office and that 1 bad some gnestions nbout what happened, JOHN
MUSSER stated that he didn’t weut fo talk to me. This was at 2005 hours. I then left his room and went back towards
the trauma rooms,

While waiting for JOSEFH GRINAGE and ANDREW MUSSER t come back from CT scan Detective Maltby came
into the emergency oom. Ibriefed Detective Malthy on what I had been told so fir and thet I was waiting for people to
eeme back from CT sean. Deteclive Malthy end T then went intp tramma room #2 where MELISSA SUE MUSSER was
at. Itook photopraphs of MELISSA SUE MUSSER for documentation, Itook en overview photograph and then I took
soveral closer photographs of areas on her body. It should be noted on MELISSA SUE MUSSER'S left hand on her
ring finger she had & ring that appeared to be & class ring from 2002, This ring was silver in color and had a cicar
colored stone on it. On her right hand she had a gold colored ring on her index finger, two silver colored rings on her
middle finger, a silver colored ring with & clear colored stone on her ring finger, and a silver colored ring on her pinkie.
MELISSA SUE MUSSER aiso had 2 silver colared neckiaoe with g charm around her neck. All of this jewelry was left

on her person.

After Detncdive Maitby and I photographed MELISSA SUE MUSSER I cheoked to sse if JOSEPH GRINAGE was back
from CT scan. GRINAGE was back in his room and was abls to tulk however ke had an oxypen mask on znd was not

Page 7
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CASE SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT Printed; 06/17/2015 12:58
7 oca;: 20150001874
THE INFORMATION BELOW 12 CONFIDENTIAL - FOR USE BY AUTHORIZED FERBONNEL ONLY
Case Btatus: CLOSED Cuse Mug Status:  CLOSED Oceurred: 03082015

Ofiense: PIACCIDENT / FATAL

able to take it off. 1 explained to GRINAGE who I was and fhat I was investigating the accident that he was involved
in. I sudio recorded our comversation and it started at approximately 2042 hours. The following will be & summary of
what GRINAGE said.

GRINAGE told me that he was hanging out with BRENDON LEE PEARCE and RYAN HARSTON in Nashville when
hs received a Facebook message from MELISSA MUSSER asking him if he wenis to go for 8 fde. GRINAGE said he
told her he did want to go so they decided to mect at the old Kellogg Altemative Education building in Nashville,
CGRINAGE gaid that they then tumned onto Reed St (which tums into Nashville Hwy. in Eston Connty} and drove past
the Maple Valley High School. They then tumed right onto Mason Rd. GRINAGE said he then remembers they hit
some water in the rordway snd hydroplaned. He said he biacked out after that,

1 asked GRINAGE who was driving the vehicle, He said it was MELISSA MUSSER. [ agked if there was anyone in
the vehicle with her when she picked him up. He seid that ANDREW and JOHN MUSSER were in the van already. 1
asked GRINAGE where everyone was sitting, Ha paid that MELISSA MUSSER was driving; RYAN HARSTON was
the front seat passenger; He wa aitting directly behind MELISSA MUSSER; ANDREW MUSSER snd JOHN
MUSSER were in the very back seat of the van. GRINAGE was not sure where BRENDON PEARCE was sitting.

1 asked GRINAGE if they all were drinking alcohol. He said everyone had been drinking other then PEARCE. He seid
that he had 4 beers before be got into the van, He said that MELISSA MUSSER "had some beers”. I asked if he knew
what MELISSA MUSSER was doing before ghe picked bim up. GRINAGE suid he didn't kmow, He said she wasn't

drinking any beer while she was driving. I asked how he knows she was drinking, He said that she was drinking carlier
and he prid that she atways drinks. GRINAGE then said that ANDREW and JOHN MUSSER were drinking while they

were going down the road.

I asked how fast the vohicle was going. GRINAGE said he thought it was speeding. He raid it folt like they wors going
a lot faster than 55 mph,

GRINAGE was informed while I was in the room that he had & broken left leg that was going to need surgery.

After speaking with JOSEPH GRINAGE I spoke with the MEI from Inghar Comnty who was BRETT RAMSDEN. 1
gavo GRINAGE the information he necded for his investigation. I also apoke with Eaton Area EMS head paramedic on
scene, JASON BROOKS. He informed me he wes at the scene along with EMT ANNA MATTSON, paramedic ANN
JOHNSON, and peramedic SHAYNE SMITH, He said there were atao two ambulances from Nashville EMS.
Paramedic BROOKS sxid that there were only two people seat bekted fnto the car. The first was MELISSA MUSSER.
Parsmedic Brooks said she had to be cut out of the cer. He also said that front seat passenger RYAN HARSTON had
his soat belt on,

Detsctive Maliby was able to talk with ANDREW MUSSER for information on this zce his report.

After Detective Maitby finished talking with ANDREW MUSSER he stated he would talk with BRENDON PEARCE'S
mofher. T stated T would talk with MELISSA MUSSER'S family.

MEI RAMSDEN gnd I them met with PATRICIA MUSSER and her fomily, MEI RAMEDEN asked a few quesfions
and then left the room. Ifhen pave the MUSSER family my condolences and informed them of what information I had,

Page 8

10 a

N §S:60:T 020T/1€/L DOSIN £4q AIATADTY



CASE SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT Printed: 06/17/2015 12:58

oca: 20150001574

Case Stsbx;  CLOSED Case Map Status: CLOSED Occaryed: (3082015
Offense; PTACCIDENT / FATAL

1 tated that I had been told that MELISSA"S vehicle was southbound on Masan Rd. when it hif water over the Toad.
This cansed the van to hydroplane, The van then hit a tree. I asked PATRICIA MUSSER if she wes with MELISSA
eartier. PATRICIA said she was. She said that MELISSA said she was going grocery shopping in Chardotte and 1sft
the house around 2pm. I asked if MELISSA was with anyone clse. PATRICIA MUSSER said MELISSA was by
berself, InsimdifMELISSAhadheendﬁnkhganyalmholcmﬁerinﬁmday. She had not.

I also asked if MELISSA had any medical conditions. PATRICIA MUSSER said that she has gastropareals. I asked
what thet wes. She seid it is a condition where her body will shut down becsuse it doesn't process the food she takes in.
MELISSA didn't heve any other medicsl problems.

I then informed the MUSSER family that if they needed enything or if T could help them ot in any way to call me. I
gave everyone xey business card and then left.

This supplemental report will bo forwarded 1o the orlginal,

Respectilly,

Det, Troy Gandner
[02/1172015 09:36, TGARDNER, 92, ECSD] [03/11/2015 09:38, TGARDNER, 92, ECSD}
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CASE SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT Pringed: 06/17/2015 12:58

Eaton County Shertil's Department
A i e

NFORMATION BELOW 19 CONFIDENTIAL - FOR UBE BY AUTHORIZED PERSONNEL ONLY

A5 2F

Case Stataw;  CLOSED Case Mug Status: CLOSED Cocarrad: 03082015
Offense: PI ACCIDENT / FATAL

Investigntor: GARDNER, T. 8. {19152) Dute ! Time: 03/F1/2015 09:38:06, Wednesday
Supervisor: JUNGEL, T. L. (19222) Bopervisor Review Date/ Time:  03/71/2015 09:39:00, Wednesday
Contaet: Beference: Swpplement

1 was contacted by JEREMY DONALD BARLOW/iiiGE: aud PATRICIA JANE MUSSER 03-04-63 in reference to
getting some of MELISSA SUE MUSSER'S belongings bark (her purse with i's contents and her pell phone) us well
&8 g saxophone thet was inside of the van

1 spoke with Detective Maltby sod Dotective Buxion to make sure they were okay with me refurning these items. We
all agreed fhat this wonld be okay. MELISSA MUSSER™S purse hud already been booked into evidence by Deputy
Eilliker. Deteotive Buxton said that he remembers sesing & saxophone in the vehicle. Detsotive Buxton said be would
be =t the Eston County Sheriff"s Office polsbam around 1300 hours on March 10, 2015, Imet him there. We took
somo photographs of the vehicle rad then I was ghis to retrievs the saxophons. 1 aleo had JEREMY BARLOW dogcribe
what MELISSA MUSSER"S csll phone Iooked liks as we had one in our property oom. He said it was a "HTC" brand
and it was black in color with a red strips on the back. This did not mafch the description of the phone in our property
moom, While I was in the polebarn with Detective Buxton he was able to locate MELISSA MUSSER 'S phont on the
floor of the van between the driver's seat and the front passenger's seat. T took this into my possession slso,

After obtmining these items out of the van I brought them back to my office where 1 photographed them. 1 also obtained
MELISSA MUSSER'S purse from Property Deputy Hafer. T opened the package that the purse was in and took
photographs of the ittms inside. 1 then comactsd bath PATRICIA MUSSER and JEREMY.BARLOW o see If T could
have them both sign for the property. They said they would meet me at PATRICIA MUSSER 'S house.

1 mot them ut 423 Elm Street in Vermontville around 1620 hours, I first put the saxophone on their table. 1showsd
them that the case was damaged in the accident however the saxophong itself locked to bo untonched. 1 then gave them
MELISSA MUSSER'S oell phone, 1 explained that this phone had some type of liguid on it when we found i in the
van, said it may have been from snow geiting inside from the sceident. I also told them that the phone would not tam
on but the battery may have um out. I finally showed them MELISSA MIJSSER'S purse. I fold them to be careful as
there were numerous picces of glass still on the purse. I also told them that I took photographs of the purse and it's
contents, I said that there was $42.00 doilars inside of her wallet (2 $20,00 bills and 2 $1.00 bills). There was also
snmechugc.

After ghowing thern ell of these items I had PATRICIA MUSSER and JEREMY BARLOW gign for them, Once they
did this they took possession of these items, I then told them that if the Eaton County Sheciff's Office could help them
in any way during this diffienlt time to please call me and I wonld do everything I could for them.,

This report shall be forwarded to the original.

Respectfvlly,

Det. Troy Gardner
[03/11/2015 0%:38, TGARDNER, 92, ECSD)
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CASE SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT Printed: 06/17/2015 12:58
OCA: 20150001874
e 2, THE NFORMATIIN RELOW I8 CONFIGENTIAL - FOR USE Y AUTHORIZED PERSONNEL ONLY
e Status: CLOS Casc Magp Status: (CLOSED Occurred: 03482015
Offense: PI ACCIDENT / FATAL
Dwestigater: HILLIKER, K. A. (19189 Date ! Time:  (3/27/2015 00:00:00, Twesday
Smpervisor: STDEL F A, (19422) Superviser Review Dote/ Thas: 03/22/2015 00:00:00, Sumday
- Conimct; Reforence:  Supplement
SUPPLEMENT (FATAL CRASH)
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

I received an e-mail from DEPUTY HAFNER, the department’s Property Officer, requesting I ro-package the four beer
cans and bottles 25 they had leskod on his seat. Per his request, I ro-packaged fhem in muliple garbege bags to insure
no farther ipakage, rad piaced them back into Evidencs looker # 2 on 03/17/15, at spproximately 0015 hours.

Respectfully submitted:
DEPUTY K. HILLIKER #211, ECSO

em 03/17/15
KH 03/17/15
ES 03/22/15
[03/25/2015 10:18, KMAURER, 33, ECSD}

Investigatinr Byt *'j_.| Or S\ERang
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CASE SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT Printed: 06/17/2015 12:58
oca: 20150001574
TEE INFORMATION BRELOW IS CONFIDENTIAL . FOR USE EY AUTHORIZED PERSONNEL ONLY

Cuse Statas: CLOSED Crsz Ming Biwtus: CLOSED - Oecucred: 03DR2015
Offense: PIACCIDENYT / FATAL

Investigaior: HILLIKER, K A4, (79189} Dute / Thme: O3/17/2013 14:28:61, Tuesday

Buparvissr: SIDEL, K. A, (19422} Supervisor Review Date | Time:  [(3/12/2015 00:00:00, Thursdy
Comtact: Reference: Sypplement

Supplemental Report
Additional Information

On 3/8/15 at approximately 1800 hours it was requested by the connty road patrol serpeant that I respond to the area of
Mason Roed between Kinsel and Valley o assist the aceident invesiigation tsam with a fistal crash.

I responded to the scene along with DEP. SHARP end assisted DET. BUXTON in the nceident investigation. Please
sec DET. BUXTON's original report and crash team report for more detailed information.

While on scene DET. BUXTON requested I collect some ovidence at the scene.

i Amuhmmmmpdmmnmmmmmmmkmedmm
medication, credit cand, medical marijusna card, and social security card.

2. 'Two Bud Light cans thet were located ontside of the ven. 1 located and collected one Bud Light can that appeared
to have been cut in half] I also located two Budweiser bottles; one was nearthe middle of the vehicle on the driver's
gide. This bottle had follen out. Botils number 2 was located outside the vehicle and still hed approximately balf of the
beer in it with no czp on it.

3, Cell phone taken from the scene, inkuown owner, black Kyocera, serial number DEC268435462507089456, 1

placed the phone info airplane mode prior to powering it off

These iicms were collected and secured in the Al dp and temsparted back the Delta offics where they were placed into
evideace. Ploase see DET, BUXTON s original report and crash teem réport for farther information.

Respectfully submitted,
Deputy Hillikor
ECSD /Badge 211

09/10/15 LXB

03712115

03/12/15 B8 .
[03/17/2015 14:28, LBAERT, 572, ECSD]

Pagr 13

i5a

N §S:60:T 020T/1€/L DOSIN £4q AIATADTY



CASE SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT Printed; 06/17/2015 12:58
NOT SUPERVISOR APFROVED
\ oca: 20150001574
THE INFORMATION BELOW I3 CONFIDENTYIAL - FOUR USE BY AUTHORIZED PERSONNEL, ONLY

Case Stutes:  CLOSED Case Mg Stutox: CLOSED Ocrarred:  03/08/2015
Offvsmse:  PY ACCIDENT { FATAL -

Investigator: BUXTON, R D. (19068} Date [ Timee:  04A9/2015 15:41:12, Thursday

Superviuer: JUNGEL, T, L. (19222) Supervisar Review Date / Time: NOT REVIEWED

Contact: Referesce: Sypplement

INFORMATION;

On March 8, 2015 &t approximately 1830 hotms I recsived a.call from Sergeant JOSH IVEY requesting that I reapandl to
the scenc of a fatality crash. I srived at the scene at approximately 1905 hours. When 1 errived I cbsorved 8 brown
Oldsmobile Silhouctte testing on its roof againet ome trocs. Therp was a déceased male on the ground at the raar of the
vehicle. All other ocenpants of the vehicks had been transported to the hospital prior to my srrival,

Deputy DOUG SHARF and Deputy KYLE HILLIKER assigted me with the scene crash investigation. After the seene
mmmmmﬁmMmMMmmmﬁdMWbdwmdmwsmemm
victim was releassd to Mercy Ambulance st approximately 2208 hours. After all of the evidence was collected af the
mlmllowedComuysideTowmgasﬂwytmspmwthuvaMetu the Baion County Sher#f s Office Storage
Facility 1o be held as evidence. A flatbod wrecker was utilized to transport the vehicle, The vohicle was towed from the
seens gt approximstely 2311 bours. We arrived at the storsge facility st approximately 2340 hours. The Countrysids
Towing employees were not sllowed in the vehicle and were not atiowed to throw any debris into the vehicle.

ROADWAY DESCRIPTION:

The roadway where this crash occurred was within the Township of Vermontville, County of Eatont and State of
Michigan, There it e grade to the roadway. nzmshnmdmomnhhfﬁﬂo&etaonﬂ: of ' W. Kinsel Highway on
Mason Road. The vehicle collided with a tree approximately 150&etwuﬁof1915MlmRoud.Thespepdlmnmﬂu
area of the crash wes 55 mph, Thers was one northbound lase and one southbound lane. The lanes were separated by &
broken yellow lins for sorthbound aod a solid yellow line for southbound. Thers are hills north of Mason Road and
south of Mason Road.

ROADWAY EXAMINATION:

There was & large water puddle nortk of the driveway at 1915 Mason Road. The puddie covered approximately three
quarierg of the southbound lane. Thers were yaw marks that staried near the center line of the roadway and continued in
the direction of the final reating position of the vehicle. The yaw marks were on the portion of the roadway with an
uphill siipe. I measured & chord of 115° and & middic ordinate of 4°. Using & drag factor of .80 I determined a speed of
approximetety 70 mph. This is 8 minimum speed since the yaw marks were on an uphill grade which would increase the
drag fuctor. Uging a drag factor of .90 [ determined & speed of approximately 74 mph. The damage 1o the vehicle was
congigtent with a crash at a high rute of speed.

WEATHER CONDITIONS:
The tempesature at the time of this crash was spproximately 42 degrees. There was no precipitation. The roadway was
dey with the exception of the large puddle in the southbound 1ane. It was daylight at the time of fhe cragh.

PERSONNEL:
I completed a field skeich and took scenc photographs. I also measured the yaw mark. Deputy HILLIRER manmed the
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CASE SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT Pringed: 06/172015 12:38
NOT SUPERVISOR APEROVED
OCA: 20150001574
Case Statae:  CLOSED Cave Mg Statas: CLOSED Oceurred: 03082015

Offense: P] ACCIDENT / FATAL

Nikon Tota] Station end I held the prism pole. I compieted the UD-10 Traffic Crash Repert. Deputy HILLIKER
coilested several beer cans xud botfles from the scene and booked them into evidence. See his supplemental report for

additions] information.

DRIVER/PASSENGER/WITNESS:

The individual who was pronounced at the scene was identficd as BRENDON LEE PEARCE, W/M, 03/31/1999, The
driver was pronounced deceascd at the hospital and she was identified as MELIBSA SUE MUSSER, W/F, 08/28/1983,
Refer o the UD-10 Traffic Crash Report for additional Driver/Passenger information,

VEHICLE INSPECTIONS:

The vehicke involved in this fatality crash was a 2002 Oldsmobile Silhoustte, brown in cojor, MI Registration AFZ, 868,
VIN: IGHDX03ES2D223986, The vehiclc was tegistered 10 PATRICIA JANE MUSSER, 423 Elm St. PO Box 115
Vormentville, MI 45096. T inspected the vehicte at the Egtion County Shexiff's Office Storage Facility on March 10,
2013 at spproximetsly 1300 hours.

This vehicle sustained extenzive damage, The primary demage was fo the front and the passenger compartmeat. The
roof had boen puskiad joto the passenger compertment due to striking a tree, The roof was collapsed mostly between the
"A" pillar and the "B" pillar, It wes apparent that ss the vehicle rolled over and the deiver side "A" pillar contuoted the
tree. The driver scathelt hid been cut by EMS. EMS personncl indicated to Sergeant IVEY that they cut the driver
seatbelt and had o cut the driver seat during extrication. The vehicle came to rest upside down thercfore there was a
large amount of blood on the roof tiner. The front passenger seaibelt had also been cut by EMS. Thero were numerons

photographs taker by me during the vehicls inspaction,

The tree that the vehicle munkwasina"V"shpe. The rear of the vehicle struck ane part of the tree as shown in the
scene photopraphs. The lefi rear tire wes & "donut” tire itended as 8 spare tire, The driver and passpnger side "A"
pillars had been out by EMS during exivication.

EVIDENCE:
Item #5: 2002 Oldsmobile Silhouette, brows in color, MI Registration AFZ 868, VIN: 1GEDX03ES2D223986.

OPINION:

The vehicle involved in this crash waz southbound on Mason Road, south of Kinsel Highway, travelling at s high rae of
speed. The vehicle struck a lavpe water puddle causing the driver to lose control. The driver attempted to regain contral
of the vehicle and steered to the right putting the vehicle into & yaw. The vehicie left the roadway 1o the right and
overiumed. As it was rolling over it struck & large tree causing the vietim PEARCE 1o be sjected and cavsing fital
injusics to MELISSA MUSSER.

FOLLOW UP:
Nong platned at this time.

Respectiully submitted,

Detective Rick Buxton #170
Eston County Sheriff's Dffice

Pago 15
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CASE SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT
NOT SUPERVISOR APPROVED

Printed: 06/17/2615 12:58

ai i 1 . oca: 20150001574
T e p——————— o
CuStatos CTOSED " ConMugSute: CLOSED Oceurred: 0SA8/2015
Otienss: PIACCIDENT / FATAL
1040272015 | 543, REUKTON, 150, ECSD) h -
Fvadpmy bgmos B Supeviesy Siss! -
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CASE SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT Printed: 06/17/2015 12:58
NOT SUPERVISOR APPROVED
OCh: 20150001574
THE INFORMATION BELOW 12 CONFIDENTIAL - F{& USE BY AUTHORIZED FERSONREL ONLY
Case Status: CLOSED Case Ming Status:  CLOSED Ocearrsil: 03/A08/2015
Offense: PIACCIDENT/FATAL

mﬁr' BUXTON, R. D, (19068)

Dete / Thne: 05272015 15:02:39, Wednesday

Supervisor: JUNGEL, T. L. (19222) Supervisor Review Date / Time: NOT REVIEWED
Confuck: Refereince: Sypplemertt
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

On May 20, 2015 ¥ reccived & copy of the Sparrow Forpnsic Pathology Report in reference tv MELISSA MUSSER,
The Medical Examiner that conducted the autopsy was JOHN A. BECHINSKY, D.O. The sutopsy listed the Canse of
Death es Multiple injurics. The Manncr of Death was listed as Accfdent. MELISSA MUSSER had a femors! blood
glcohol level of 083% and a viteeous fluid aleohol level of 092%.

On May 20, 2015 I reccived a copy of the Sparsow Forensic Pathology Repost in reference to BRENDON PEARCE.
The Medica! Examiner that conducted the antopsy was JOHN A. BECHINSKT, D.0. The sntopsy listed the Cause of
Death as Multiple injuries. The Manner of Death was Ested as Accident. BRENDON PEARCE had 4.8 ng/ml of THC in
his system. PEARCE tested negative for alcohol,

Mpro information is contained within the autopsy and toxicelogy reports. No futher investigation will be conducted at
t_hisﬁ.me;

Respectihlly subsmitted,
Detective Rick Buxton #170

Eaton County SherifT"a Office
[05/27/2015 15:03, RBUXTON, 150, ECSD] [05/27/2015 15:14, RBUXTON, 150, BCSD]
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Capa §3 20151574
Ram¥D: 1
Barcoda 1By 7465-1

FEEEIEN R

Case #: 20i5-1574
Them Iz 2
Barcotn 1Dy PAGE-2

i I A

Cuse #1 2015-1574
Ttemg 10 3
Barcpda IRy 7465-3

I R

Recelved By:

Eaton County Sherlfif's Office
Ttem Submission Form -

Category:
Destriptiom

OATE PRINTED: 3/9/201%
TIME FRINTED: D2:11 AM

Dibar

Purse 10 Malisan

e b bR e
D3/0872015 10:00 FM

Ttem curantiy In Tamperery Lecatiom: Eaton County Sherf's Offics
ers Ddu:umﬂm => Diils Twp Evidance Lockere

Catagorys:
Description:
Date Recelved:
Locsican:

Gther

Z Burd fight cans, 1 half of B Bud light can, 2 Budwelsar bottes.

aa/oas2e15 10700 PM

mmwumﬂmhﬂm Eaton County Sheritf's Oifice
= Delta Substation =» Calte Twn Evidénce Lockers

Bectronlcs
Cefl phone taken from scene of fatal
03/0B/2015 10:00 PH

Toem curreekly In Location: Enton Shers D
wd Dalta mw‘ﬂn&m Evidence m -

DATE;

DATE: -
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CRASH NUWBER: DATE OF INBPECTION: INVESTIGATOR:
2015-1574 03/10/2015 R, Buxton #170
YEAR: MANE: . MODEL: REG: i:
2002 Oldsmaobile Sithouetfe AFZ 868 - 1GHDX03E92D 223986

EATON COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE
VEHICLE INSPECTION FORM

L 7™

HEADLIGHTS: TAIL LIGHTS: SIDE MARNERS: SPEEDOMETER: ['(ﬂ zi! D

%"ﬁ“ifﬁb D%A-ﬁg)) L‘D‘qu"a’&élféb o U rdoienn

LIGHT SWITCH: w}\_jwww

SEATBELTS: AIRBAG CONTROL MODULE: . CRUISE CONTROL; u k \ ] e
F D: | Su rhed, Joer me
Cui CU i ? ' 2‘0 m::m _ . N
SEAR: 5 : i »
LR:  MiD.: LR:
REAR WINDOW:
- CoT —  [DamAsed - DamA-afd>
TIRES LOGKED BY DANAGE: WANDSHIELD: DEPLOYED ARBABS: COLOR:

:Zj.ﬁ ::"2 5:"0.5'6#1. /j//p.a)é ézml D
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Vehicle Inspeclion workshest reference P S_— A5~ 7{/

Tires
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Inad range.

recom'd PSI;

actuel PSE: ‘.?-/ phaows’ 27

trond dept: -fﬁ_g—Z& _BL_E*’ I
lacerations: AfD ﬂ(')

fire impacls: No . On

rim impacis: g MD Ao 1\}0 -
atrpens N ' /}[Q ‘ Mo _No.
o /g No No . - No

Notes:

Eoliaies Smicly ketiude wmhm‘ R.Hﬂyﬂ.m
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o " 2265 Executive Drive, Indianapofis, IN 462441
A'T L? bOI _a_torl es Teiaphone: (B00)875-3884 / Fanc: (317)243-2768
d R EHER s ENqLthD VEk AFANICE Taxic | -ﬁ"m‘wa
Laboratory Cese Number: 2008008 Bubject's Name: MUSSER, MELIESA

Client Account: 17838 / spholt
Physician:
Repord Ty Sperrow HuspltakForensic Path
ATTN: Fomensle Pathology

Agency Case & A15-1122
Date of Death: 030BROIS
Test Reason: Other
investigstor: NOT INDICATED

1215 Emsf Michigen Avanue Dste Received: 0371372015
Laneing, M 48600-708D Date Reported: 03312015
FX: 847-872-0681
Laboretory Spacimen No: 4DAB00H Date Collected: (3002015 08:45
— Comainer{s): OULRTE  Biood FEMORAL Tastls): 70510 Comprahensive Drug Panel
—Analvie Name __Resuft Congcenfrefion  Units Loc
AMPHETAMINES Negative
BARBITURATES Negrtiva
BENZODIAZEPINES Negative
CANNABINCIDS HNegathe
COCAINEMETABOLITES Negeive
FENTANYL Negative
METHADONEMETABOLITE Nagative
OPIATES Negative
OXYCODONE/METABOLITE Negative
PHENCYCLIDINE Negafive
PROPOXYPHENEMETABOLITE  Negative
ALCOHOL
Methanol Nagstive
Eihano! POSITIVE
Ethanol, Quant 0.083 % WA) Not Estahilshed
Acetone Napaiive
Isopropanc -Negaive
ANALGESICS Negafive
ANESTHETICE Negative
ANTIBIOTICS Negathe
ANTICONVULSANTS Nagative
ANTIDEPRESSANTS Negatie
ANTIHISTAMINES Negeiive
MUSSER, MELISBA
Labaratory Case & 2006088
Printed Datef/Tima: 02/31/201&, 08:50 Page:1 of 5
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Laboratories

A HOHEN TANRAR 68 §FESILF

Laboratory Specimen No: 40460041

2285 Executiva Drive, Indlanapolis, IN 46241
Talephone: (300)875-3894 7 Fax: (317)1243-2788
Toxicology: {317)581-5678

Continued..

Cencepiration _ Linits

Bpecimens will bm kept for at least ope year from the date of imitial report.

_Anslyie Neme Resull
ANTIPSYCHOTICS Negative
CARDIOVASCULAR AGENTS Negative
ENDCCRINE AGENTS Negativa
GASTROENTEROLOGY AGENTS  Naguive
NARCOTICS Negaiive
NEUROLOGY AGENTS Negstive
SEDATIVESHYPNOTICS Negatfive
STIMULANTS Nagative
UROCLOGY AGENTS Negaiive

HMUSSER, MELISSA

Laboratory Case #: 2008058

Printed DatefTime: 03/31/2615, 08:60

INd $S:60:1 020T/1€/L DSIN Aq AAATADTI

Page: 2 of &



AlIT Laboratories

A& HyBHFR ST qRa D OF RV, CF

2264 Exacutive Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46241
Telephone: (BOD)B7S-3894 J Fax: (31712432780
Toxicology: (317)381-5678

=
i
@
i
|
<
i
)
on

<
Laboratory Specimen No: 40480042 Date Collected: 03002015 1420 5
Comsinensy: OTMT_CON Vitreous,EYE Test{=): 0O
|
~
W
o
~
=
~Analyte Name _Resul Conceniration Units loc S}
ALCOHOL o
Mathano! Negaiive -
Ethanol POSITIVE Ve
Ethanol, Quant 0082 % {wiv) Not Established h
Acetone Negative W
soprpans " 2

MUSSER, MELISBA
Laboratory Case #: 2906038

Printed Date/Tima: 83/31/2015, 08:50

Page: 3 of 8.
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AIT Laboratories 2265 Executive Drive, Indlanapofls, IN 46241

’ e RS & ihoilen Telephone; (B0N)875-3804 1 Fant: (317)243-2780
tHEHER STALDARDR Fwwit F T :[317)331-557&

Laboratory Specimen No: 40480043 Date Coliected: 03/08/2016 0845
Container(s): OLRTB Bload SUBCLAVIGAL Test{s): 48500 Not Tested

_Analyte Name —_Result Concenfration _Units Log
< Nbo Testing Performed >

WUSSER, MELISSA

Laboratory Cnse &: 2906008

Printed Data/Time: 03/31/2015, 08:5D Page: 4 of §

2%a
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b, e i : 2288 Executlve Drive, indianapolis, IN 46241
A!T_ L&DO! ator:els Telephone: (B00)B75-5804 / Fax: (317)243-2789
A HIGHER &7 " NDAVE GF SR VICE
Toxicology: (817)881-5676
Laboratory Spacimen No: 40480044 Date Collscted: (030020165 0845
Containensl: O01TWTB  Thsue LIVER Test{s): 40800 Not Tesled
Analyte Name Result _Coprenivatfon . Units Loe

< No Tesling Performed »

— —
S—, ===

INd $S:60:1 020T/1€/L DSIN Aq AAATADTI

Tha Bpacimen dendifiad by the Laboratory Specimen Number has been handisd snd analyzed [n accondance with all applicable requiremsnis,

Laboratory Case #:2006088
Andrea Terrell, Ph.D., DABCC Print Date/Timn:03/31/2015, 08:50 KWK;)M

Page: 6 of 5

This individuai may not have parformed any of the arsiytical work.
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Patient: MUSSER, MELISSA Case: SHA-15-01122
' DOB: 8/26/1983 (31)
Sex: F
Page 1 of &
DiooiAmpey:  Marcns. 2018
Time of Autopsy: 0816 hours

Madical Examiner: Jotm A. Bechinski, D.O.

Ingham

County:
Persona in Attendance:  Dabra Parsons and Haley Sooft, Autopey Assistants; Detactive Jim Maltby, Eaton County Sherlff
Idantification: identification Tags

AUTO
L

PSY FINDINGS:
Reported history that the decedent was the driver of a motor vehicie that loft the roadway and struck a
fres

External injuries

Inclsad wound on the right forshead
mﬂr;rsgm:wmmmmmban&mm dorssal right hand and mid
anterlor g

Contusion on the glabella-bridige of the nose and medial Iower eyslids with a centralized abrasion
Abrasions bove the left eyebrow, iaft ala of the nose and the left Lppsr lp, proximal doesal laft
forsarm and proximal lsteral right thigh,

Corusions on ths upper right chast, upper midiine and jeft chest, proximal ventra! left forearm,
distal aerior right thigh, proximal anterior left thigh, proximal anierier left leg and mid antsrior feft

ey
Cluster of contusions and sbvesions on the upper left arm-ift shouldar
;lw—traumaﬁcmutuﬁonoﬂaﬂumﬁmmmm_ and a dislocated frecture of the mid
Umerus
Ciosad disiocated fracture of the distal right femur
Cluster of contusions on the right knse end leg
Right lower axtrémily was externally sotated and shortened
dmrmmm contusions and abraslons on the Isft knee
C
Bilateral hematomas in the neck i
Hematoma associated with the fracture site of the right distal femur
Frachres of eternum and jeft first rib )
Sealp hemorrhagee in the bllateral frontal and left parletal soalp
oxdcology- see report

oo wp

m

*PQPP;FP*; @m
=3

i
Sparrow Health Bystam = Department of Laboratories * Lansing, Miohigan
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Petient MUSSER, MELISSA Case; SHA-15-01122
Page 2 of &

Cause of Daaih:
Multiple injuriss

Marniner of Death:
Accident

INVESTIQATIVE FINDINGS
It was reportad that the decedant was the driver of & motor vehicle that laﬂ‘me roadway and struck & bee,

EXTERNAL EXARINATION

The body waa recelved in the supine positioni within & white zippered body bag. A red piastic lock numbered
“0071247 was aftached 1o the body bag. An ldentification tag bearing the name "Mefissa Sue Musser” was
attached o the zippers of the body bag, A white tag with pink medical examiner case sticker was attached o the
Zippers of the body bag. An identification tag was attached o the left halluk.

The body was that of & normally developed, normally nourished white femaie appsating about the recorded age
of 31 years. The body measured 63 inches In length and weighed approxdiately 132 pounds. The body was
cool and had been refrigerated. Rigor moriis wae fully developed snd livor moriis was present posteriorly end
unfixed. The head wes normooephalic and the scsip hair was long brown/pitrple and wavy, The eyes had white
acleras, pale conjunctivae, and brown irides. The dendiion was natural. No iesions of the oral muccsa ware
identiffed. There were no massas discomible in the neck and the larynx was in the midine. The thoras vwis

and the ahdomen was rounded. The extamal genitalla wers those of an adult lemade. Ses
Evidence of Injury for description of the exiremities. The back showed no sigaificant deformities. Scess ware
prasent on the upper right and midline abdomen.

EXAMINATION OF CLOTHING AND PERSONAL EFFECTS

No clothing was received with the body. See Personal Effects farm.

EVIDENCE OF THERAPEUTIC INTERVENTION i

An endoiracheal tube with stabifization device was In place. A cervical spine immobilization coliar was in place.
‘There was an infravenous lins present in the right antecubital fossa and an intracssecus line was [n the prosdmal
anterior ledt lag, Thers was a thoracostomy catheter in tha upper left chest EKG leads wers present on the
upper lett chest, anterclateral upper right arm, lower chest and lower left abdomen.

EVIDENCE OF INJURY

There was a 1/2-inch incised wound on the right forehead, & 1-1/2-inch clubter of alwasions on the condral
forchead, a 1-3/4-inch purple-biue contusion on the glabella-bridge of the nose and medial lower ayslkis witha

“Da
Epsmow Health Systam = Depariment of Lehorstores = Lansing, Michigan
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Patlent. MUSSER, MELISSA Cags: SHA-16-01122
Page 3 0f 5

ventralizad 1/2-inch abrasion. There was a 1-1/4-inch abrasion above the left eyebrow, a 2-inch clueter of
abranions on the lef maifia-zygoma, &nd 2 3/4-inch abraaion on the left ala of the nose and the left upper lip.
‘Thera was a 1/4-Inch purple-biue contusion on the upper right chest, a 2-1/2-inch purple-blue contusion on the
upper midline anci left cheat, 8 5-inch cluster of purple-blue contusions and,abrasions on the upper joft arm-left
showldar, & near-iraumatic amputation of the left arm with two laceretions, 7-1/4-Inches and 8-1/2-inches, and a
dislocated fracture of the mid humens. There was & 3-1/2-inch abrasion on the proximal doreal left foraarm and
a 2-1/2-Inch purple-blue contualon on the proximal veniral left forearm. There was a S-inch cluster of amall
abrasions on the dorsal right hand. There was a 1-1/4-inch abrasion on the proximal lateral right thigh, a 2-nch
cluster of sbrasions on the mid anterior right thigh, & 8-1/2-inch purpla-biue contuslon on the distal anterior right
thigh, & closed disiocated fracture of the distal right femur, & 4-1/4-inch cluster of purple-blua contusions on the
right knee, and a 6-inch cluster of purpie-bive contusions and abrasions on the anterlor right leg. The right lower
axtremity was extemally rotated and shortened. There was a 3-inoh purple-biie contusion on the proximal
simtarior left thigh, & 5-inch cluster of purple-blue contusions and abrasions on the left knes, & 3-inch purple-biue
contugion on the praximal anterior left leg and & 1-1/2-inch purpls-biue contusion on the mid anterior leit lag.

Subsaquent internal examination revealed bilateral hematomas within tha neck, right greater then jeft, &
hematoma assotiated with the fracture site of the right distal fermur, & fracture of the eternum at the fourth ribs,
fracture of the antarior left first rib, and pachy scalp hemorrhages in the bilateral frontal and left parfstal ecalp.

INTERNAL EXAMINATION

ORGAN WEIGHTS (GRAMS)

Heart 250

RightLung 280

Left Lung 180

Liver 1380

Spleen 100

Right Kidney 980

Lofi Kdnay 8D i
Brain 1180 ¢

An Butopey was performed utiiizing the normal thorace-abdominel and postérior coronal scalp incislons. Except
tor the sbove previously described Injurfes, the foliowing internal systerhis were as follows:

Huad: c
No abnormality was noted in the reflacted scalp, cahvarium, dura, meninges or the base of the skull. The 11580
gm brain wae free of nacplastic and cther focal leslons, Infarcts, and hemorrhages. The carebral vascular

systom was unismarkabla,
No abnormality was noted In the cervical muscles, hyold hone; lanyngsal cartiiages, trachea, or the cervical
varisbrel column, '

Cardlovascular Systam:

-8-
Sparrow Health Bystem » Depanment of Labomtories » Lansing, Michigan
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Patient MUSSER, MELISSA S$m5 SHA-15-01122

Thae 250 gm heart had a normal configuration with an unremsrKable apicardiel surface and s moderats amount
of epicardial fat. Tha toronary arterias had no significant atherosclerotic dissase. No acute thvombi were
present. Both veniricles were of normal size ant thelr walis were of normal thickness. No focal endomyocardial
|ealons were present. The papifiary muscies and chordas tendineae were hot thickened, and the heert vahves
were unremerkable. The sorta had no significant atherosclerosie. The major arterles and great veins showed
narmal distribution.

Reapiratory System:

Thepb.rwmd trachea were unremarksble. The right and left lungs weighed 260 gm and 180 gm, reepeciively,
There was passive congestion in the paranchyme accentuated with dependent lvidity. No puimonary amboli
weere idenfifiad.

Hepatobllery System:
The 1380 gm Sver had firm dark ten surfaces and an unremarkabile parenchymal patiem. The gaiibiacdder was
remaotely absent and the billary tracts were unrsmarkable.

Hemaolymphatics:
The 100 gm splsen had smooth surfaces and derk purple firm pulp. Thets was no significant lymphadenopathy.

Alimentary Bystem:
The tongue, esophagus, stomach, small bowel, eppendix and colon were unnemarkabls. The Uning of the

stomach had sn intact and unremerkable rugel pattem and the contents of the stomach consisted of
approximately 200 mL of parlially digested meet and vegetable mater. !

Pancreas: ,
The pancreas showed an unremarkable ten lobulated pattern.

Endocrine System:
The thyrold gland hatd & normal bicbad comfiguration. Tha adrenal glands were each unramarkable with
golden-yollow corticas.

Genltourinary System: .

The right and left kidneys weighed 80 gm sach. Each kidney had smocth cortical surfaces, normal
cortico-medullary regiona, and no changes in the calyceal systems, paives, ursters, or biadder. The non-gravid
uterus was of normal size and had a smooth, glistaning, tannish-pink serosal surface, and an unremarkable
corvix and sndomedrium. The fafloplen tuties snd ovarles wera unremarkable.

Musculoskelatal System: 1

Exnept for the above noted injuries, all the musclea and axial akeleton were free of any significant
sbnormalities.

TOXICOLOGY

Blood (femoral)- Ethanol = 0.083% (whj

4-
Speriow Health System « Depariment of Laboraories = Lansing, Michigen
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Paliant:

MUSSER, MELISBA Case: BHA-15-01122
@mmﬂ

Vitreous- Ethanol = 0.082% (whj}
OTHERA PROCEDURES

L e

Photographs for identification and documeniation purposes were obtained.

Tissus asmples were retained in formalin.

Fingerprints were cbimined and are retained In this offics:

Biood and iver were retained for anaiysia if indicated.

Blood was placed on a filter paper, dried and retained for DNA analysis, if ixlicated,
Pargona! effects were releasad with the remains.

Forensic

-5 Electronically Stgnsd
Date Reported: 05/19/2015

Spamow Health Bysiem » Dapartmant of Laboraiorias « Lansing, Michigan

John A Bechinski, D.O.
Pathologist

35a
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N T 2265 Executive Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46241
AIT Laboratories Tlslicon INSETS 1037 Fue. (EREE1S
AOMGHEY 4 aN0aRL OF SERCICE Toxicology: (317)384-5678
Laboretory Case Number: 2803384 Subject's Name: PEARCE, BRENDON
Client Account: 17830 /7 sphodi Agency Case # A16-1123
Physician: Date of Death: 03082015
Report To: $parow Hospiteb-Forsnsic Path Test Reason: Other
ATTN: Fosensic Pathalogy Investipator: Sowiles
1215 Eawt Michigan Avenue Date Recelved: 081172015
Lansing, M| 48908-78580 Daie Reportec: 0820/2015
FX: 517-372-0581
Laboratory Specimen No: 40475308 Date Collected: 08082015 08:00
Container(s): O1GRT  Blood FEMORAL Tesi(s): 70510 Comprehensive Drug Panel .
~Anaivie Namg Regult _Concentration _ Uniis Loe
AMPHETAMINES Nepetive
BARBITURATES Negatie
BENZODIAZEPINES Nagative
CANNABNDIDS POSITIVE
THC POSITIVE
THC, Quant 48 ngimb
THC-CODH FOSITIVE
THC-COOH, Quant 4090  nghl
COCAINEMETABOLITES Nogetive
FENTANYL Nagative
METHADONEMETABOLITE Negative
OPIATES Negative
OXYCODONEMETABOLITE Negative
PHENCYCLIDINE Negative
PROPOXYPHENEMETABOLITE  Negativa
ALCOHOL Negetive
Methanol Negative
Ethanol Nepative
Acefone Negative
Isaprapanol Negative
ANALGESICS Negative
ANESTHETICS Nepative
ANTIRIOTICS Negethe
PEARCE, BRENDON
Laboratory Case #: 2803864
Printed Date/Time: 03/20/2015, 20:583 Page: 10of 7
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=1 o ‘ 22665 Executive Drive, Intianapolls, IN 46241

HaGratori Telephone: (BODJBTE-3804 / Fax: (317)243-2780

AR Toxicology: (31713916678
Laboratory Specimen No: 40479309 Continuad..,
_Analyie Name _ Bossdl _ _ Copcenfmbion  Unig  Themeuitic Banhs  LOC

ANTICONVULSANTS Negative

ANTIDEPRESSANTS Negative

ANTIHISTAMINES Negatve

ANTIPSYCHOTICS Negative

CARDIOVASCULAR AGENTS Negative

ENDOCRINE AGENTS Negathe

GASTROENTEROLOGY AGENTS  Nagative

NARCOTICS Negaiive

NEURDLOGY AGENTS Nega®e

SECATIVER/HYPNOTICS Negative

STIMULANTS POSITIVE

Caffeine POSITIVE

AnRiyte is goalitetively ROHITIVE, but has not been conflizsed by an
altermate analytical method,

UROLOGY ABENTE Negative

Bpecimeny will bs kept For at lmsst eone yerr from the date of initial peport.

PEARCE, BRENDON
Lahomatory Case #: 2603964
Primied Dete/Tima: 03/20/2096, 20:63 Page: 2017
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i 2285 Executive Driva, Indisnapolis, IN 46241
AIT Laboratories ST
: Texicology: (317)381-5678

Leboratory Specimen No: 40478310 Date Collecied: ONONZMME 09:00

Containens): O1:UR Wrine, Random Testis): 70080 Drugs of Abuse Panal
~Analyte Name _Resylt Concentration __Units Loc

ALCOHOL Negative

AMPHETAMINES Negetive

BARBITURATES Negathe

BENZODIAZERINES Negetive

BUPRENORPHINEMETABOLITE  Negalive

CANNABINOIDS POSITIVE

Carboxy THC POSITIVE
Carboxy THC, Quant 68 ngml_

CARISOPRODOLMETABOLITE Nagatve

COCAINEMETABOLITES Negative

FENTANYL Negative

METHADONEMETABOLITE Negsthe

OPIATES Negaftve

PHENCYGLIDINE Negstive

PROPOXYPHENEMETABOLITE ~ Negative

TRAMADOLMETABOLITE Nageative
PEARCE, BRENDON
Laboratory Case #: 2503384

Printed Date/Time: 03/20/2016, 20:53 Page: 8 of 7
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[ 7]
c® : P -
L @ A‘ i} ‘T‘ | a ]F‘-' ors i» arjes 22858 Exscutive Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46241
e g gyt Talsphona; (800)875-3894 / Fax; {317)243-2780
& A (NG HET 5 LD ARL O ..FQ'-I(‘F Tﬂll ' :{317)351-“73
Leboratory Specimen No: 40479311 Date Collecied: 03/08/2015 08:00
Contalner(s): O1T:VIT_CON Vifreous,EYE Testisy 49901 Volatiles Not Performed
_Anglyte Hame . Raap — Congenielion  Unle N (X7

< Volstile Testing Not Performed »

Due te pegative blood, tissue, andfox nrinm volatile (Acatone, Ethassl,
Imopropancl, nand Methanol) :ﬁ-u:lt-, volatile testing was oot paxtormed op ths
vikraocus specimen.

PEARCE, BRENDON
Laborstory Case #: 2003984
Printed Date/Time: 03/20/2015, 20:68 Page: 4 of 7
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O
T
|
- :
e
o G - -1 2265 Executive Drive, Indlanapolis, IN 48241 )
-t AIT L'?,’?Qra,to"'e S Telephons: (B00JB75.3694 / Fax: (317)243-2788 o
[ B GGHEN =Y 2 %L, b 15E SEIV,OF Tﬂim’:ﬂim’m k<
Laboratory Specimen No: 40479312 Date Collectac: 0S/08/2015 09:00 <
Confalner{s): O1:GRT  Biood,FEMORAL Testis): 49900 Not Tested ]
~J
~
(U]
o
\S)
_Anaivte Name Result Concentration . Unils _Loe S
< No Tesling Performed > =)
=
)
0
(U)]
(V)]
p—U
<
PEARCE, BRENDON
Laboratory Case #: 2503064
Printed Date/Time: 03/20/2016, 20:53 Page: S of 7
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AIT Laboratories

FHGHER “STAncoRE CF »20Va0F

2265 Exaciiive Drivs, Indianapolls, IN 46241
Telephone: (B00)876-3854 / Fax; (317)243-2768
Taxicology: (317)381-5678

@
T
|
<
T
)
o
<
Laboratory Specimen No: 40479313 Date Coliected: OSWN2015 0900 <
Contalner(s) O1:RTB  Blond, SUBCLAVICAL Tesi(s) 489900 Not Testad %
-
(U]
[E—
~
- )
~Anslyie Namg Resuft _Concenirafion Unite : Log S
< No Testing Perbmed > =
U
S
o
(U)]
(W)
2
PEARCE, BRENDON
Laboratory Case # 2903964
Printed Date/Tkne; 03/20/2016, 20:53 Page: 8 of 7
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AIT Laboratories

A H-EHFR SYLNCAFD VP $FAVLCE

2265 Executive Drive, Indianapoiis, IN 46241
Telephone: (800)875-3884 | Fax: {317)243-2789
Taxicology: (817)381-6678

Laboratory Specimen No: 40478314 Date Collectad: 03/082015 08:00
Container{s): O1RTB Blood,CAVITY Tesifs): 48900 Not Testad

~Analyle Neme _ Result nirstion ' , Log
< No Testing Perfonmed >

INd $S:60:1 020T/1€/L DSIN Aq AAATADTI

rrem———
=

The Speciman idendified by the Labomatory Specimen Number has been Iurnilod end enalyzed In accandance with ail applieable naguiroments.

Laboratory Case #:2803964
Andrea Tesrell, Ph.D., DABCC Print Date/Time:03/20/20185, 20:53 K M

Page: 7 of 7

This Indvidust may not hmve perfbrmed any of the analytival work.
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Patient: PEARCE, BRENDON Cess; 8HA-15-01123
BRE DOB: 3/91/1968 {15)
Smc M
Page - of &
Dats of Death: March 8, 2016
Date of Autopey: March 8, 2015
Time of Autopey: 0B00 hours

Medical Examiner: John A, Bechinsid, D.O.
Pm;i in Altandance: Bradiey Phelps and mwmmm;mmm.mcwwm

Dental Ragords Comparison

= R I
‘ffl'l e I"“"_'q_;"“"‘"

el e

AUTOPSY FINDINGS:

i

Externsl

A-TIP mMm op oom >

injuries
Deformation of the Jeit side of the haad with a sunken-fiattened appearance of the isft

frondotamporoparietal reglon

Palpaile fracturas of ths bileteral maxillae and zygomae

Cluster of abrasions, incised wounds and superficial inclssd wounds on the left side of the face

including the left ear and neck and patchy smalk abrasions on the right forehead and eyelids

uﬁmlndso of the upper bllateral medial and lateral left incisors and lower medial right and lateral
e

Open fracture of the mid left clavicle

maaﬁmmmmm lataral left arm, posterior left shoulder and anterolateral left

Abraslong on the dorea! left hand

Abrasion with a laceration on the left tamporal ecaip

Abrasions and contusions on the dorsal right hand

Abrasions, pink contusions arxd suparficial Incised wounks on the leit knes

Abrasiona and superficial incised wounds on the anterior and anberolateral left leg

intemnal Infuries

IRMmOoOm»

Hemorrhegss In the left frontal, temporal, parietal and occipital scalp

Biiateral thin subdural hemomhages overlying the cérebral convexities

Giobal subarachnoid hemomrhages of the biiateral cerebral and sarebsliar hemispheres
Lagcerations and pulpefaction of the bilateral frontal poles and inferior bilsteral frontal lobes
Cortical csrabral contusions of the bileteral fnferior frontel, témporal and oocipital lobes

White matter hemomhages of the bllateral cerebral hemispheres, mid brain, pons and medulis
Pitultary giand wag pulpified

Comminution of the frontal bone, including the bliateral frontal orbitel roofs and fronial calvarium,
sphenoid bone, bliateral basal temporal bones with extension through the right tamporal petrous

L

Gparow Mesith Byslem » Depasrtment of Laboritries = Lansing, Michigan
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Patient: PEARCE, BRENDON Cass: SHA-15-01123
Bage 2 of &
ricge info a diagtetic fracture of the right fambdold suture, and fraciures of the Isft tamporai and
pariotal bones

Contusions of the ieft iobe of the thyroid glad, superior anterior right ventricle and right strium
Fuli-thickness laceration of the auricie of the right atrium and praximal thoracic aorta
Pulmonary contusions of ali lobes of bath lunga and extensive iacerations with pulpefaction of el
lobese of the loft lung

Diffuse contusions of the liver and a laceration of the posterior left lobe of the liver

The aplesn was pulpified

Contusions of the kidneys and lacerations of ths left adrenal gland

Contusions of the esophagus, stomach, small bowsl, calon and mesentery

Hemoparicardium (about 10 mL)

Hemothoraces (about 1100 ml. right and 500 mL. leif)

Hemoperltoneum (about 200 mL)

Fractures of the lateral-posterior left first through twelfth ribs, anterior right sixth and seventh ribs
at the sternal-costal junctions, and the xiphold propess :

itl.  Toxeology- see report

MBPYVOZI RE=T

Cause of Death:
Multiple Injuries

Manner of Death:
Aocident

INVESTIGATIVE FINDINGS
It wae roported that the decedent was an efscted passenger of # motor vehicis that feft the roadway and struck
a frea,

EXTERNAL EXAMINATION

The body was recelved in the supine position within & while zippered body bag. The zippere of the body bap
were sealed closed by & red plastic lock numbersd "0074544". An identification tag bearing the name
“Unidentified” was eitached to the zippers of the body bag. A white tag with pink medical examiner osse sticker
was aftachad to the zippers of the body bag. An iientification tag was attached to the left shoe.

The body was that of a normally developad, normally nourishad whits maie appearing about the recorded age of
15 years. The body measured 72 inchee in length and weighed approximataly 188 pounds. The body was cot!
and had bean refrigerated. Rigor mortis was fully developed and livor moriis was present anteriodyand -
posteriorly and unfixed. The scalp halr weas shorl and brown. The eyes hatl white scleras, pale conjunctivie,
and biue/green Indes. The dentition was netural. No lesions of the oral mucoas wers identified. Thare were no
masses discemible in the neck and the larynx was In the midiine, The thorax was symmetrical and the abdomen
was flat. The extemal genlisdia were those of an aduk circumcised male, The exiremities and back showed no
significant daformities. Scars were present on the proximal dorsal right forearm, mid veniral loft forearm, distai

2
]
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: Case: SHA-15-01123
Patient: PEARCE, BRENDON FPoge Sof &

veniral left forearm and anterior left knee. Tatioos cansisted of & cross with wings with "Trenton Moore® in
cursive on a banner and "2-11-89" and "6-24-13" balow on the upper isft back. -

EXAMINATION OF CLOTHING AND PERBONAL EFFECTS
Ciothing consigtad of hlack-gray shoes, white socks, biue jeans with a brown bett, gray underwear, a black coat,

and & green t-shirl. See Personal Effects form.

EVIDENCE OF INJURY

Thera was deformation of the left side of the head with a sunken-flattened appearance of the left
frontoternparoparietal region. Thers wers paipabls fractures of the bilateral mendliae and zygomee. . There was
mmmmmmmmumwmummmmmmﬂm
face ncluding the left ear and neck and patchy small abrasions on the right forehead and eyelids. Thera were
tractures of the upper bilateral medial and lateral left incisore and jower medial right and lsteral left incisors.
There was an open fracturs of the mid left clavicle with an assoclated 1-inch laceration, Thers was a 1-1/4-inch
cluster of abrasions on the Iaterat upper left chest and & 2-1/2-inch cluster of fnear-lke abrasions on the left
cheet. There was a 5-1/2-inch oluster of abrasions on ths lateral ieft arm, a 3-inch cluster of abrasions on the
postarior left shoulder, and abrasions up to 1/4-inch on the dorsal left hand, Them was a 1-1/2-inch abraaion
with a 1-inch aceration on the left temporal scalp. There were abrasions up to 1-inch and purple-blua
contusions up to 1/2-nch on the dorsal right hand. There was a 5-inch cluster of abrasions on the anteroiatersl
left thigh, abrasions, pink contusions and superficial incised wounds up to 1 inch on the left kneé and abrasions
and superficial incised wounds Up te 1 inch on the anterior and anteroiatorsl left leg.

Subseguent intemal examination revealed paichy hemomhages within the left frontal, temporal, parietal and
.occciphal acalp, There were bilateral thin subdural hemorrhages overiying the cerebral comandiies. There were
global subarachnold hemorrhages of the blisteral cerebral and esrabellar hemisphares, lacerations and
pulpefaction of the bilateral frontal poles and inferior bilataral frontal lobes, cortical cerebral contuslons of the
bilateral nferior fromal, Yemporal and occipital iohes, and white matter hemomhagssa of the bilatera! cerebral
hemispharaes, mid brain, pons and medulla. The pitultary glard was pulpified. Thare was comminution of the
frontal bone, inciuding the bilateral frontal orbital roofs and frontal calvarium, sphenoid bone, bilateral basal
temporal bones with extansion through the right temporal petrous ridge intd a diastatic fracture of the right
iambdoid suture, and fraciures of the left temporal and parietal bonee. Thete wene contusions of the left lobe of
the thyrold gland, superior antsrior right veniricle and right atriun, a parforation of the auricls of the right atrium,
and & full-thickness lacenation of the proximal thoracic aoria. There were pulmonary contusions of all lobes of
both lunge ard extensive lacerations with pulpefaction of ail lobes of the left lung. There were diffuse contusions
of ihe liver and a laceration of the posierior left icbe of the fiver. The spleah was pulpified. There were
contusions of tha kidneys and lacerations of the |aft adrenal gland. Thera Were contusions of the

stomach, ematl bowel, colon and mesentery. There were approximately 10 mL, 1100 mL, 500 ml. and 200 L of
thin blood in the pericardial, right and left pleural, and peritoneal cavities, respsctively. There were fractures of
the lateral-posterior left firat through twetith ribs, anterior right sbdh and seventh ribs &t the stemal-coatal
junctions, and the xiphold process.

INTERNAL EXAMINATION
ORGAN WEIGHTS (GRAMB)
Heart 340
-8-
Sparrow Heaith System = Departmani of Labomiorias = Lansing, Michigan
’ f
i

452

N §S:60:T 020T/1€/L DOSIN £4q AIATADTY



!

Patient PEARCE, BRENDON Case; SHA-15-01123
Page 4 of 6
Rightlung 330
Left 370
Liver 1720
Spleen 220
110
Left Kidney 140
Brain 1370

An autopsy was performad utilizing the normal thoraco-abdominal and posterior coronal scaip incisions. Exvept
for the above previcusly described Injuries, the following internal systems were as follows:

i
Head:
No sbnormality was noted In the reflected somlp, calvarium, dure, meninges or the base of the skl - The 1870
gm braln was free of neoplastic and other focal lesicns, Infarcts, and hemorrhages. The cerebral vascular

system was unremarabie.

Necic
No ebnormalify was noted In the cendeal musoles, hyoid bons, hmngaaleanihsea.trmormem
vertebral colmn.

Cardiovascular Syater:

The 340 gm heart had a normal :mflgumﬂonwlman unremarkable epicardial surface and d moderata amount
of epicardial fat, The coronary arteries had no significant atheroecierotic dissass. No soute thrombi wars
present. Both ventricies were of normal size and thelr wells were of normal thickness. No focal endomyocardisl
lesions wera present. The papliiary muscies and chordas tendineas wara not thickened, and the heert vaives
mumamnrlcubm le. The aoris had no significant atherosclsrosis. The major arteries and great veins showed
normal d wtion.

Reupmlory&yatom

The larynx and frachea were unremarkable. The Hight and left lungs welgheid 330 gm and 370 gm, respectively.
mmennlnmammmMm dependarrtlvldnr No puimonary emboti
wars

Hepatobillary Systam:

Ths 1720 gm fiver had firm dark tan surfaces and an unmmkuhhpamnhyrmlpattem The galibladder and
billary tracts were unremarkable,

Hemolymphatics:

The 220 gm spleen had smooth surfaces and derk purgle firm pulp. Thammsnusigniﬁmmlymprlidampalhy

Alimentary System:

Tha tongue, esaphagus, stomach, smail bowe!, appenix and colon were Unremarkable, The lining of the
stomach had an intact and unremarkable rugai pattern and the contents of the stomach consisted of
appravimatety 50 mi. of thin tan lquid,

-4
Sparow Health System * Department of Laharatories * Langing, Michigan
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Patient: PEARCE, BRENDON Caso: SHA-15-01123
Page5of 6

Pancreas:

The pancreas ehowed an unremearkabla ten lobulated paftern.

Endocrine System:
The thyroid gland had & normal bllobed corfiguration. The adrena) giands were each unremarkabie with
golder-yellow corlices.

Gs Bystem:

The right and left kidneys weighed 110 gmand 140 gm, respectively. Each kidney had smooth cortical surfaces,
normal cortico-medulary reglons, and no changes in the calyceal systems, peives, ureters, or bladder. The
prostais and testes ware unremarkable.

Musculoskeletal System:
Except for the above noted Injuries, all the muscles and exial skeleton wers fres of any significant
abriormaiities,

To)ﬂug.mw

« THC =48

+  THC-COOH =40.8 ng/mL
~  Caffeine = Posliive

Urine- Carboxy THC = 568 ng/mL

OTHEHPHDGEDUHES

Photographs for identification and documentation purposea ware obiained.

Tiesue sampies were retained In formalin,

Fingerprints were obtained and are retainad in thie office,

Viiraous fiuid and biood were retained for analys!s If indicated,

Blood was placed on a filter papar, dried and retalned for DNA analysis, If indicated.
Clothing and personal efiects were releasex] with the remains.

Green lualy substance and drug paraphernsila wers reiained as evidenoe.

A photo CD was prapared and released to law enforcement.

DNDG DN -

John A Bechinski, D.O,
Porensic Pathologlat

e Electromically Signed
Daio Reported: 05/19/2015

Sparow Health Bystem * Department of Laboratories » Lansing, Michigan
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EATON COUNTY ROAD COMMISSION
MAY 12, 2015

A regular meeting of the Eaton County Board of Road Commissioners was held at thelr office in
Charlatte, Michigan on May 12, 2015.

Members Presant: Comimissionsrs Lyons, Maxwell, Eldred, Lamoreaux, Tennls
iiembers Absent: none

Chairman Lyons called the meeting to order at 8:36 am,

Movad by Lamoreaux, second by Eldred, that the agenda be approved as amended to consider sealcoat
projects for 2015 and consider alternative time for bld opening. Motion carried,

ioved by Eldred, second by Tennis, that the minutes of April 28, 2015 be approved as printed. Motion
carried,

There was no public comment.

Moved by Eldred, second by Lamoreauyx, that Accounts Payable [VO#52) of 04-30-15 In the amount of
$16,422.85, Payroll (VO#53) of 05-05-15 in the amount of $81,323.08, and Accounts Payable (VO#54) of
05-07-15 In the amount of $154,271,74 for total expenditures of $252,017.67 be approved. There was
discusslon.

Roll call vote: Ayes: Lyons, MaxweF, Ekired, Lamoreaux, Tennls; Nays: None. Motion carvied.
Moved by Tennls, second by Lyons to adopt the following resclution:

WHEREAS, the Employer adopted the Eaton County Road Commission Money Purchase Plan (the Plan),
effective as of January 1, 1986 and subsequently resteted said Plan effective October 1, 2010 and
appointed Timothy J. Lamoreaux, Darrell Tennis and Benjamin Lyons as Trustees of sald Plan end Trust,
and

WHEREAS, Section 7.11 of the Plan gives the authority to appoint and replace the Trustee, and

WHEREAS, it was suggested that Duane Eidred and Dorathy E, Maxwelf be added as Trustees effective
immediately.

RESOLVED, that Timothy J. Lamoreatx, Darrefl Tennis and Benfamin lyons shall continue thelr
appointment as Trustees with such fiduclary responsfbility and duties as provided for In the Plan.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that by thelr duly authorized slgnatures on the Adopting Resolution, Timothy
J. Lamoreaux, Darrell Tennis and Benjamin Lyons, accept and conflrm thelr continued appolntment as
Trustees and Duane Eldred and Dorothy E. Maxwell accept and conflrm thelr appointment as Trustees.
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Roll call vote: Ayes: Lyons, Maxwell, Ekired, Lamoreaus, Tennls: Mays: Nona. Motion carrled,

Mir. Baliou requested approval to hire nine (9) temporary summer maintenance employess at  rate of
$10.00 per hour. There was discussion.

Moved by Lamoreauy, second by Tennis to hire nine (9) tempotary summer maintananca employess 85
racommended by staff. Motlon carrled.

Mr. Bailou requested approval to hire five (5) engineering co-op studants at rates ranging from $13.50
per hour to $14.00 per hour. He notad that thres would he working through the fall. There was

discussion.

Moved by Lamoreaux, secand by Eldred to hire five (5) engiheering co-op students as recommended by
staff. Motion carried.

Nir. Ballou presented a request from the Coliective Bargaining Unit to chenge to a four day, forty hour
workweek beginning May 18, 2015 and ending September 4, 2015, There was discussion.

Moved by Lamoreaus, second by Eldred to approve a summer work schedule conslsting of four ten-hour
days. Motlon carried.

Mr. Baliou reviewed bid tabulations from the previous meeting and made recommendations, Thers was
discusslon,

Moved by Tennis, second by Eldred that the bid for aggregate surface course end maintenance grevel be
awarded to the lowest bidder at aach location, Matlon carried.

Moved by Tennls, second by Eldred that the bid for county-wide curb and street sweeping be swarded
to the lowest bldder, HTA Companies. Motion cared.

Moved by Eldred, second by Lamoreai that the bikf for asphalt patching mix be awarded to the lowest
bldder for each mix. Motion carried.

Moved by Lamoreaus, second by Eldred that the bid for culverts be awarded to the low bidder, 5t. Regls
Culvert, inc. Motion carriex.

Moved by Lamoreats, sscond by Eldred that the bid for roadside mowing be awarded to the low bidder,
Lean Mann, Motion carrfed.

Moved by Lamoreaun, second by Eldred that the bid for road and sealcoat aggregates he awarded to the
lowast bidder at each lacation. Motlon carried,

Mr. Hannahs updated the Board on the status of road projects, There was discussion.

8la
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Mr. Parshall reported on the activitlss of the road crews. There was discussion,

Mr. Ballou presented an agreement with the iichigan -Departmant of Transportation to amend the
contract for the Creyts Road signai modernization project, at Anacaprl and 5t. Joe Hwy. There was
discussion.

Moved by Tennis, second by Eldred to adopt the following resolution:

BE IT RESOLVED, That the amendatory contract between the Michigan Department of Transportation
and the Eaton County Road Commission for traffic signal upgrading and Interconnection work at the
Intersection of Creyts Road and Anacapri Boulevard end at the Intersection of Creyts Road end St. Joe
Highway; and all together with necessary velated work locatad in Eaton County known as Job Number
123898A, Control Section CM 23400, Contract No. 15-5131, Project CM 1423{009), Federal itern No. HH
8701 be approved and that the Chalmean, namely Benjamin 5. Lyons, and the Clerk, Lor] N, Friedlls, be
duly aythorized to sign the contracl.

Roll call vote: Ayes: Lyons, Maxwell, Eidred, Lamoreaux, Tennis; Nays: None. Motion carried.
Mr. Ballou reponted that Area Supervisor Dave Baker will be retiring affsctive May 31, 2015.

Mr. Ballou reported that the Road Commission had receivad a Notice to Eaton County Raad Commission
of Fatal Injurles Due to Defective Highway on behalf of the Estate of Brendon Lee Pearce, deceased,
relating to a single vehicle accident occurring on March 8, 2015 on Mason Road In Kalamo Township.
There was discussion,

Mr. Ballou reported that the Road Commission was on the agenda for the next Eaton County Public
Works & Planning Committee meeting. Commissioner Tennis expressed his concern regarding staff's
ragular attendance at the Public Werls and Planning meetings. There was discussion and the Board
agreed by consensus that It was not appropriate for a representative of tha Road Commission to
regularly attend the Committee meetings.

Assistant County Enginesr Hannahs distributed a map and list of racommended sealcoat projects for
2015, noting approsdmately 76 miles were proposed. There was discussion.

Moved by Tennls, second by Lamoreaux to approve the 2015 sealcoat projects as recommended by
staff. Motion carried.

Mr. Ballou recommended that bids for the HMA resurfacing program and asphait emulsion be opened
prior to tha next Board meeting to allow staff time to review the bids before making a recommendation.
There was discussion,

Moved by Tennis, second by Eldred that bids for the HMA resurfacing program and asphalt emulsion be
publicly opened on May 26, 2015 at 10:00 am. Motlon carried.

52a
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There was brief discussion regarding the status of agreements with municipalities for the distrihution of
Local Road Millage proceeds.

Correspondence from several students in Eaton Rapids was reviewed. Chafrman Lyons noted that he
would Jook into speaking with the class.

Correspondence from Chris Bedford was reviewed regarding a loose branch over the rosd nesr the
intersection of Windsor Hwy and Canal Rd. There was discussion.

Thare was brief discussion regarding the fallure of Proposal 1 to pass.
There was no public comment.

Chalrman Lyons adjourned the meeting at 10:21 am, without cbjection,

53a
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Print Dats 071512013
Print Time  08:44:30

Requested By Oshorm, Jered
Address 1915 N. Mason Rd.

E-Mail-Address
Location Mason
Between Kinscl

Municlpality Kalamo

Problem{s) Drainage

e Mt o s

Eaton County Read Commiasion Raguest Number 2014-6776-001
SR - Service Raguest Raesponse Number
BELLEVUE ARZA
Recsived By Winchell, Patricia

Date 0623/2014 08:16:21AM

Caled Dy

Called To
Priority No Police No
StermiCalls Ro

Roquest Status Closed

And

Details Says his property justnorth of 1915 hss standing water in the road whenever it raing, it cones gushing off Kinsel & pools on
southbound side. Road is lower than sides and there is no ditch,

Agsigned Date By o
Respondad Date By Response Status
Response(s)
Explznation
Farther Action Last Response Dats

54 a
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Print Date  0W15£2015 Eaton Ceundy Road Commission Request Number 2015-0193-001
Print Time  08:45:58 SR - Service Requesi Response Nomber 1
BELLEVUE AREA
Received By Kopuios, Karen
Requesied By Osbomn_ Jared Dage L3/ (B:36:L1AM
Addresy 1915 N Maea Calied By
Lalled To
Vermoatville, bt 42096-0000 Priority Nu Police No
Phone 517-852G.61 Mobiiz Storm/Calls o
¥-Mail Address Tequest-Giams - Closed - -—
Location Mason Cloged Duts 03/12/2015 12:06:00AM
Between Kinscl dnd
Municipality Kalamo
Problemi{s) Drainage
Detoits Would like to have something dene about the water on the road just north of his address. Says he cafled abowt it last year and
nofhing wes done,

Now 2 people weee killed in an secident from hydroplaning on the water.
Wanta 1o have this checked and have someone call him to explain why oothing has been dona.

Assigned Date 03/12/2013 12:00:00A% By Parshall, Danel To Abfuitsr, Cameron
Responded Date 03/12/2015 12:00:00AM By Parshali, Dagiel Response Stxtus Closed
Response(sj Drainege Closed Date 03/12/72015 12:00:00AM

Explanation Bladed off herm so water con drain off raad - safied area also,

Forther Action Last Response Date 05/13/2015

55a
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Print Dgfe 07272015 Easton County Road Commission Requost Number  2015-0166-001
Primt Time  07:14:05 SR - Barvies Reguest Respoase Number 1
STEVE SHAVER
Rocefived By Kopuios, Karen
Requastad By Dispatoh, Central Dute 03/09/2015 08:32:18AM
Address Callsd By
Cailed To
Frierity Mo Polles No
Phowe - - Mobile - SloriGais No
E-Mall Addresy Request Status Cloged
Loestion Mason Clozed Date (03/08/2013 12:00:00AM
Between Kinsel

Muaicipaftity Vermontville

Probiem(s) Traific Control
Detalls Bad accident - nesds roads closed,

Taken by AMBS 030615 @ 630p

Assigupd Dags 03/08/2015 12:00:00AM By Baker, David
Respendod Date 03/08/2015 12:00:00AM By Baker, Duvid
M,mcmm
Expiasation Sei 2 type I barrioades :
Mason & Kinzal
Mazop & Valley

To
Rezpomss Status Closed
Clozed Dats 03/08/2018 12:00:00AM

Aleo | fype L at water on south bound lne  Officers will romove when acoldent scane bes heon cleared,

Farther Action

Last Resporse Dotz 04/06/2015

56 a
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STATE OF MICHIGAN
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE COUNTY OF EATON

Joseph Grinage,

Plaintiff
v File No. 15-1226-Ni
Estate of Melissa Sue Musser, and
Pafricia Jane Musser, and
The Eaton County Road Commission, File No. 16-29-Ni
Defendants, Honorable John D. Maurer
AND
Ryan Harston,
Plaintiff
v

The Eaton County Road Commission, and
The Estate of Melissa Sue Musser, and
Patricia Jane Musser
Defendants,
AND
Lynn Pearce, Personal Representative of the
Estate of Brendon Pearce, Deceased,
Plaintiff
v
Lawrence Benton, Personal Representative
of the Estate of Melissa Sue Musser, Deceased,

Patricia Jane Wusser, and The Eaton
County Road Commission

Defendants,
Jeffrey D. Malin (P36212) D. Adam Tountas (P68578)
Matthew G. Gauthier (P76043) Charles J. Pike (P77929)

1
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MINDELL LAW . Smith Haughey Rice & Roegge

Attoreys for Plaintiff Joseph Grinage Attorneys for Defendant Eaton County
Road Commission

Leonard E. Miller (P35114) Thomas 8. Barger {P54968)

THE SAM BERNSTEIN LAW FIRM GARAN LUCOW MILLER PC

Attorneys for Plaintiff Harston Attorneys for Defendants Estate of Melisea

Sue Musser and Patricia Jane Musser

Joseph T. Collison (P34210)
COLLISON & COLLISON
Attomeys for Plaintiff Pearce

ORDER

City of Chartiotte, County of Eaton, State of
Michigan, on the é__th day of June, 2017.

HONOGRABLE JOHN D. MAURER, Circult Judge
WHEREAS, Defendant Eaton County Road Commission filed a motion for
summary disposition pursuant to MCR 2 116(C)(7), and
WHEREAS, the parties all appeared for oral arguments on April 28, 2017, at
which time the Court allowed for additional briefing,
NOW THEREFORE; the Court, having read the extensive briefs, heard oral
arguments, reviewed the follow-up briefs, and reviewed the relevant authority, finds as

foliows.

FACTS

On March 8, 2015, a minivan driven by Melissa Musser left the roadway and
struck a tree. The car was owned by Melissa’s mother, Patricia Musser. Both Melissa
Musser and Brendon Pearce, a passenger in the vehicle, were killed. There were
several other passengers in the vehicle, among them Joseph Grinage and Ryan
Harston, who were injured but survived the accident. Plaintiffs Grinage, Harston, and

Pearce's estate are suing the Eaton Counly Road Commission claiming a highway

2
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defect was responsible for the crash, Defendant Eaton County Road Commission
responds that Melissa Musser was legally intoxicated and driving at least 20 miles over
the speed fimit on bad tires in the rain, and also that pre-suit notice was insufficient and
they should not be responsible.

Each Plzaintiff is required to serve pre-suit notice of intent fo sue, the details of
which form the instant issue. Defendant Road Commission argues that the notice must
be served on the County Clerk and the Chairperson of the County Road Commission
within 60 days after the accident. Plaintiff Pearce served nofice 58 days after the
accident, but did not serve the County Clerk. Plaintiff Grinage served notice 116 days
after the accident. Plaintiff Harston served notice 113 days after the crash, but did not
serve the County Clerk. Plainiiff Ryan Harston responds that notice must be served
within 120 days after the accident, and also that he served the proper parties. Harston
and Pearce also argue that Defendant Road Commission did not properly plead the
affirmative defense of improper notice.

This matter appeared before this Court on May 8, 2016, apparently for a hearing
on Eaton County Road Commission’s motion for summary disposition based on
insufficient notice fo the county, This motion was only for File No, 16-28-NI regarding
Brendon Pearce's ciaims, and dealt with properly describing the alleged defect. This
Court, Judge Grant on SCAOQ assigriment, denied the motion because it found the
notice to be sufficient. That decision was appealed, affirmed by the Court of Appeals,
and an application for leave to appeal is, at the time of writing, pending before the
Supreme Court. An apparent change in law has created the issues forming the basis of

the instant motion.

STANDARD OF REVIEW

Summary disposition pursuant to MCR 2.116(C}{(7) does not test the merits of
3
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the claim, but rather certain defenses that may eliminate the need for trial: release,
payment, prior judgment fres judicata], immunity granted by law, statute of limitations,
statute of frauds, an agreement to arbitrate, or “infancy or other disability of the moving
parly.” The grounds listed in (C}7) must be raised in a party's first responsive pléading

unless stated in a motion filed prior to the first responsive pleading. When reviewing a
(C){7) motion, “the court must accept all well-pled aliegations of the nonmaving party as
true.” DMI Design & Mg, Inc v Adac Plastics, inc, 165 Mich App 205, 209 (1987).

in determining whether a plaintiffs claim is barred because of immunity granted
by law, the reviewing court will accept the allegations stated in the plaintiffs complaint
as true unless contradicted by documientary evidence. Maiden v. Rozwood, 461 Mich.
108, 119 (1998). Moreover,

The reviewing court must view the pleadings and supporting evidence in

the light most favorable to the nonmoving party to determine whether the

undisputed facts show that the moving party has immuniity. If there is no

factual dispute, whether a plaintiffs claim is barred under the applicable

statute of limitations is a matter of law for the court to determine.

However, if the parties present evidence that estabiishes a question of faot

concerning whether the defendant is entitled to immunity as a matter-of

law, summary disposition is inappropriate.
Kincaid v Cardwell, 300 Mich App 513, 522-23 (2013) (citations omitted).

ANALYSIS

At issue in the instant motion is whether to apply the 120 day notice provision of
the Government Tort Liabifity Act, MCL 691.1404, or the 60 day notice provision of the
Highway Code, MCL 224.21; if it is the latter, whether defective notice must be raised
as an affitmative defense; and, in short, whether to give Sireng v Board of Mackinac
County Read Commissioners, 315 Mich App 449 (2016), retroactive effect.

The first issue may be addressed succinclly. Streng is explicit that MCL 224.21
governs notice of intent to sue for injuries sustained on highways: service must be made

within 80 days of the injury, in writing, on both the county clerk and the chairperson of
4
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the board of county road commissioners. Plaintiff Harston argues that there is a conflict
as the Supreme Court has stated that the 120 day window of the GTLA governs. This

position is incorrect. Plaintiff relies on Rowland v Washfenaw Rd Commn, 477 Mich

187 (1 9?2), where the Supreme Court did rule on a case applying the 120 day notice
period. However, Rowland addressed the constitutionality of statutory notice provisions
for govemmental defendants—in general—in a casge that happened to apply the 120
day notice provision of the GTLA,; it does not stand for the position that the notice
provision of the GTLA is to be applied rather than notice provision of the Highway Code.
This is clear from the text of Rowfand, and alsa evident in Streng’s discussion of the
history of these provisions, Rowland, and note that no precedential case has applied the
60 day notice provision since 1970. Streng, at 460,

While under Streng the. Highway Code is the applicable provision, it may not
apply to this case. Plaintiffs argue that Defendant Road Commission has waived this
defense by its failure to raise it affirmatively. This argument must aiso fail. Plaintiff
relies on MCR 2.111(F)(3) and MCR 2,116(D){2) for the position that the affirmative
defense of immunity granted by law must be raised in a party’s first responsive
pleading. However,

It is well established that governmental immunity is not an affimative

defense, but is instead a characteristic of government. “[ijt is the

responsibility of the party seeking to impose liability on a governmental

agendy to demonstrate that its case falls within one of the exceptions [te

governmental immunity).” Furthermore . . . “[Wjhen the Legislature

specifically qualifies the ability to bring a claim against the state or its

subdivisions on a plaintiff's meeting certain notice requirements that the

plaintiff fails to meet, no saving construction—such as requiring a

defendant to prove actual prejudice—is allowed.”

Fairley v Dep't of Corr, 497 Mich 290, 298, reconsideration den sub nom. Stone v
Michigan State Pofice, 498 Mich 864 (2015) (citations omitted); See also McCann v

State Dept of Mental Health, 398 Mich 65, 77 n 1(1878); Galli v Kirkeby, 398 Mich 527,

5
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542 n 5 (1676). Plaintiffs have not argued that Defendant Road Commission Is not
protected by gavernmental immunity. Therefore, Plaintiffs’ argument that Defendant

failed to raise the affimafive defense of defective notice fails because It is not an

vt

éfﬂrmative defense, but a condition of govemment that may be raised at any time.
Plaintiff Pearce concedes this point, but argues that the issue is one of improper notice
rather than defective service as discussed in Fairfey. This misunderstands the issue.
Notice and service are not two distinet facets of this claim; the notice is defective under
the Highway Code because of the improper setvice.

The only remaining issue, then, is the retrospective effect of Streng. If Streng is
given retrospective effect, for the reasons stated above, Defendant Road Commission
would be entitled fo summary disposition. “Although the general rule is that judicial
decisions are given full retroactive effect, a more flexible approach is warranted where
injustice might result from full retroactivity. For example, a holding that overruies settied
precedent may properly be Jimited to prospective application.” -Pohutski v City of Allen
Park, 465 Mich 875, 685-86 (2002) {citations omitted). A three factor test is applied to
determine if a decision should not have retroactive effect. “Those faclors are: (1} the
purpose to be served by the new rule, (2) the extent of reliance on the old rule, and (3)
the effect of retroactivity on the administration of justice.” /d.

Defendant argues that Streng does not announce a new ruie or new
interpretation of a rule. This cannot be accepted. Streng #self acknowledges that “hoth
the Supreme Court and {the Court of Appeals] have reguiarly applied the GTLA without
consulting MCL 224.21 in cases involving the highway sxception to governmental
immunity and county road commissions” and cites authority noting that “the 60 day
notice provision has not been applied in any repcrted cases involving county road

commissions since .. 1970.” Streng, at 460. While the purpose to be served by the
6
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new rule is to give full effect to both the GTLA and the Highway Code, this is not
outweighed by the extent of reliance on the old rule. Further, the only effect of

retroactive application would be to bar an entire class of litigants from bringing suit

rule of law at the time their suits were filed, and it would be detrimental to the

administration of justice to bar their ciaims now based on & change in the interpretation

of this law. As such, this Court finds that it would be improper to give Streng retroactive.

effect. Thus, under the law prior to Streng, the Plaintiffs filed proper notice and
Defendant's motion for summary disposition must be denied.

it is so ordered.
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PROOF OF MAILING

Angela L. Curtiss swears on the bfbday of June, 2017 that she served a copy of

8. Barger and Joseph T. Collison via first class mail, postage fully prepaid.

Angela L. Gurtiss

Grinage v Estate of Melissa Musser, et al; File No. 15-1226-Ni

and
Harston v Eaton County Road Commission, et al; File No. 16-29-FH
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