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BRIEF AMICUS CURIAE

This brief waes fashioned and submitted without tha assistance of an sttorney.

Amici, Terrance Teylor is e prisoner confinsd at Saginaw Corractional
Facility. He submits that this hrief will sssist the court in it's
determination as to: (1) whether the dafendant's successive motion for relief
from judgment ia "based on a retroactive change 4n law", MCR 6.502 (G)(2),
where the lew relied upon doss not autometicsally entitle him to relief:; end
(2) 1f so, vhather the United States Supreme Court in Miller v. Alabama, 567
US 460 (2012), and Montgomery v. Loulsiana, 136 S Ct 7B (2016), should be
appliad to 18 yesr old defendants convicted of murder and sentenced to
mandatory life without the possibility of parcle, under the Eighth Amendment
to the United States Constitution or Const 1963, art 1, & 16, or both.

Amici contands that defendant Menning's successive relief from judgment
motion is based on & retrosctive changs in the lew. MCR 6.502 (G)(2). Sae
Montgomery v. Louisiana which held that Miller v. Alabama establishes a new
substantive rule that epplies retroactively on collateral review.

The plaintiff likely will agrese that Miller does apply retroactively. But
will however ergue that Miller doss not apply to the defendant becauss Miller
hed dreun ths line at 18 years old. Miller aectuslly held that "The Eighth
Amendment forbids e sentencing schema that mandates life in prison without the
possibility of parole for juvenils offenders". Nothing in Miller states or
auggeste thet courts ere prevented from finding thet the Eighth Amandment
prohibits mandetory life without parole for those 18 years old. Thersfore, it

is up to this court to meke it's own determination as to who is conesiderad e
juvenile.

In Cruz v. United States, 2018 U.S. Dist. Lexis 52924 the court extended
Miller to the defendant who waes 18 years old during the time of the offaensa.
THe court relied hsevily on ths tsstimony of Professor Usurence Stelnberg.
Whoee prior research in adolsscent brain davelopment led the MIller court to
rule it unconstitutional to sentance those 17 and younger to mandatory life.




In Cruz, Steinberg testified that there wes no difference in brain development
between a 17 year old and an 18 year old. Both lack meturlty and have an
underdavelopad sense of responsibility, leading to recklessness, impulsivity,
and heedless risk-taking. £ighteen year olds are susceptible to outside
influences and peer pressure. They are more liks younger adolescence than
adults. Steinberg further testified that people in late edolescence are, like
17 year olds, more cepable of changa than adults.

Proof that en 18 year old is capeble of change can be found in the life of
this emici. Teylor was born in s rough naighborhocod of Detroit Michigan. As a
youth he would sometimes use violence as a way to obtain respect and es & way
to protect himself. Violence was a tool for him to obtain peace in some ways.

tthen Teylor was 18 years old he wee involved in en incident whers he felt he
was being wrongfully tergeted and treated unfeirly. The correct way to handle
the situation was through the court systom. However, his judgment was clouded
due to impulsivity. thich led him to take matters into his own handa. He
choose violence es e means to attsin pesce. Conssquantially, his actlions led
to him baing convicted of murder and 2 counte of asseult wlth intant to commit
murder.

Taylor has been incarcerated going on 20 years and is a different perscn then
ha wes at 18. He is no longer impulsive, snd no longar usss violance as &
maans to echiave desired results., He is a model prisoner who has now been
miscoenduct frees for 12 years. And currently involved in severasl progrems which
give back to the community. For 3 years he has been & dog handler, training
dogs for tha "Paus with s Cause" non-profit. The dogs ers trained to aseist
those with disebilites.

Secondly, he voluntarily works in the prison gerdsn which donates produce to
locsl foodbenks. Thirdly, he is involved in the prisons crocheting progrem.
thich donates hats, gloves, and blankets to naedy families. Taylor ia also &
"Prisoner Observetion Alde”. A job which requires him to work closely with
staff (correction officers, psycholongist, stc.) As such his job is to monitor
prisoners who are on suicide watch, end to immediately notify staff Lf the
prisonar ettempts to harm himself.

Uestly, Taylor has mainteined a work detall since his incarceration. Been
invelved in numerous programs such as "Cage Your Rage®, "Ethics Behind Bars”,
and "Cognitive Thinking" to name a few. He has taken adventage of many
oppurtunites for self improvment, as well as oppurtunites to participate in
ssrvices greater than himself. Clearly, Tevlor is not the seme person he wes
at 18 years old. The trejectory of his life 1s evidence thet 18 year olds ere
capable of chenge.
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