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On order of the Court, the following amendment of Administrative Order No. 20203 is adopted, effective immediately.
[Additions to the text are indicated in underlining]
In light of the continuing COVID-19 pandemic and to ensure continued access to
courts, the Court orders that:
For all deadlines applicable to the commencement of all civil and probate casetypes, including but not limited to the deadline for the initial filing of a pleading under
MCR 2.110 or a motion raising a defense or an objection to an initial pleading under MCR
2.116, and any statutory prerequisites to the filing of such a pleading or motion, any day
that falls during the state of emergency declared by the Governor related to COVID-19 is
not included for purposes of MCR 1.108(1).
This order is intended to extend all deadlines pertaining to case initiation and the
filing of initial responsive pleadings in civil and probate matters during the state of
emergency declared by the Governor related to COVID-19. Nothing in this order
precludes a court from ordering an expedited response to a complaint or motion in order to
hear and resolve an emergency matter requiring immediate attention. We continue to
encourage courts to conduct hearings remotely using two-way interactive video technology
or other remote participation tools whenever possible.
This order in no way prohibits or restricts a litigant from commencing a proceeding
whenever the litigant chooses, nor does it suspend or toll any time period that must elapse
before the commencement of an action or proceeding. Courts must have a system in
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place to allow filings without face-to-face contact to ensure that routine matters, such as
filing of estates in probate court and appointment of a personal representative in a
decedent’s estate, may occur without unnecessary delay and be disposed via electronic or
other means.
Staff comment: The amendment of Administrative Order No. 2020-3 is intended to
make the order more consistent with Executive Order 2020-58.
The staff comment is not an authoritative construction by the Court. In addition,
adoption of a new rule or amendment in no way reflects a substantive determination by
this Court.

I, Larry S. Royster, Clerk of the Michigan Supreme Court, certify that the
foregoing is a true and complete copy of the order entered at the direction of the Court.
May 1, 2020
Clerk

