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As a practicing attorney, I have significantly responsibilities to my clients that
can be impacted by my actions and more particularly by my inactions.  
Substance abuse is a leading cause of attorney inaction. I have served as a
member of a hearing panel for the Attorney Grievance Board for a couple of
decades and have been involved in a number of matters that have come to our
attention. The panel on which I serve is currently involved in a matter
involving a respondent who suffers from mental illness which has caused
inattention to client matters. It is unfortunate that someone needs to be
disciplined because of mental illness because the removal of a right to practice
law even for 90 days can destroy the opportunity to practice law in the future.
There is no easy solution but removing the review of an applicant’s mental
health background, or their substance abuse background will not improve the
public’s right to be protected. Those with mental illness and substance abuse
history should have an opportunity to practice law, but the public is entitled to
have greater scrutiny of those persons both before and after receiving a license
to practice law. Unfortunately, I am unaware of any program to monitor an
attorney once licensed. Be creative and figure out a way to deal with this
problem.
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