
Bay County Courts 
Plan to Return to Full Capacity - Phase One 

Administrative Order - Circuit 2020 - J 
- District 2020 - J 
- Probate 2020 - J 

In accordance with Administrative Order 2020-14, effective May 6, 2020, and upon approval of 
the State Court Administrative Office (SCAO), the Chief Judge of Bay County Courts, 18th

Circuit, 74th District and 9th Probate, in coordination with the Director of the local health 
department will determine that gating criteria is satisfied prior to implementation of this order. 
Specifically: 

1. There have been no COVID-19 confirmed or suspected cases in the court facility within a
14-day period; and,

2. There is a downward trajectory of documented cases within a 14-day period; and,

3. State and local orders restricting movement and/or requiring shelter-in-place have been
rescinded or limited and the SCAO has determined that existing orders would not prevent
the court from implementing Phase One requirements; and,

4. The Chief Judge has consulted with health authorities and obtained data confirming that
regional health care facilities are able to treat all patients without crisis care.

A. In order to protect the health and safety of employees and the public, Bay County courts
have enacted the following protections:

1. Employees will self-screen for COVID-19 symptoms. Employees who feel sick
or have any COVID-19 symptoms will not report to work. Employees who feel
sick or display symptoms at work will be sent home. 1

2. Court employees have been surveyed and those employees who have self­
identified as a vulnerable employee and unable to return to work have been
offered appropriate accommodations, including the ability to work remotely if
their job lends itself to remote work.

3. To the extent possible, court employees who are working remotely will be
allowed the opportunity to work remotely.

4. Employees in court facilities will maintain social distancing of six feet at all times
and wear masks when six-foot physical distance cannot be maintained. The court
has taken the following steps to ensure proper social distancing and employee
safety [ select only those that apply]:

1 Guidance on COVID-19 symptoms is evolving rapidly. The most up-to-date information about symptoms of 
COVID-19 are available on the CDC website at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms­
testing/symptoms.html 
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