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Grade 3
MDE - Social Studies Content Expectations (2019)

Visiting the Learning Center, when paired with preparatory and follow-up activities, can help students fulfill

all Social Studies Content Expectations listed below in in History (H), Geography (G), Civics and Government (C), and 

Public Discourse, Decision Making, and Civic Participation (P). Tours can be tailored to highlight content expectations

that best fit each group's needs.

How to Prepare For (and Follow Up) School Tours (pdf)
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Rotunda and State Seal 

Introductory Presentation       

Lady Justice    

Michigan's Legal Milestones       

Three Branches of Government     

Right to Vote      

Traffic Citations     

Freedom of Speech and Press   

Locker Search        

Symbols of Authority, Robe and Gavel  

U.S. Constitution 

Third Branch of Government

Civil War Roots

Civil Rights Roots 

Miranda Rights   

Abortion Rights

Desegregation  

Death Penalty Abolished in MI      

Kalamazoo Tax Case     

Foundations of Michigan Law    

President's Sense of Humor    

Sweet Victory       

Exusable Homicide       

Michigan's Constitution          
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https://courts.michigan.gov/education/learning-center/educator-resources/curriculum/Documents/MSCLC-PrePostVisit.pdf


Grade 3

Continued
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The "Big Four" Justices 

Women of the Court 

Role of the Public      

How a Case Begins      

Attorneys      

Jury (Civil/Criminal)      

Voir Dire      

The Witness      

The Judge       

Judicial Potpourri    

The Michigan Court System       

Media in the Courts        

Rule of Law    

First Amendment Rights        

Labor Law (Famous Strikes)        

Due Process Under the Law        

The Law of Business        

Environmental Law        

Family Law        

Product Liability        

Youth of a Nation        

Balance the Scales of Justice        

People of the Three Fires           

Drinking and Driving        

Teen Court      

Crime Victims/Defendants Rights         

Technology in Court  

Drug Court        

Mediation        

Domestic Violence/PPOs        

courts.mi.gov/learningcenter

Michigan Supreme Court Learning Center

925 W. Ottawa St.  PO Box 30048  Lansing, MI  48909

phone: 517-373-7171 

PC

MDE - Social Studies Content Expectations (2019) 
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https://courts.michigan.gov/education/learning-center/pages/default.aspx


Grade 4
MDE - Social Studies Content Expectations (2019)

Visiting the Learning Center, when paired with preparatory and follow-up activities, can help students fulfill

all social studies content expectations listed below in History (H), Geography (G), Civics and Government (C),

Economics (E), and Public Discourse, Decision Making, and Civic Participation (P). Tours can be

tailored to highlight content expectations that best fit each group's needs.

How to Prepare For (and Follow Up) School Tours (pdf)
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Introductory Presentation         

Lady Justice   

MI Legal Milestones  

Three Branches of Gov't     

Right to Vote         

Traffic Citations    

Freedom of Speech & Press      

Locker Search    

Robe & Gavel

U.S. Constitution           

Third Branch of Gov't     

Civil War Roots 

Civil Rights Roots   

Miranda Rights   

Abortion Rights   

Desegregation   

Death Penalty Abolished in MI 

Kalamazoo Tax Case 

Foundations of MI Law 

President's Sense of Humor 

Sweet Victory  

Exusable Homicide  

Michigan's Constitution  

PH C
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Grade 4
MDE - Social Studies Content Expectations (2019)
Continued

G E

Exhibit Element Un
de

rg
ro

un
d R

ail
ro

ad
 4 

– H
3.0

.3

Th
re

ats
 to

 N
atu

ra
l R

es
ou

rce
s 4

 – 
C3

.0.
7

Hu
ma

n A
cti

vit
ies

, E
nv

iro
nm

en
t 4

 – 
G5

.0.
1

Co
ns

titu
tio

na
l P

rin
cip

les
 4 

– C
2.0

.1

Ri
gh

ts 
& 

De
mo

cra
tic

 V
alu

es
 E

ve
ryd

ay
 4 

– C
2.0

.2

Co
ns

titu
tio

na
l L

im
its

 on
 F

ed
 G

ov
't P

ow
er

 4 
– C

3.0
.1

Fe
de

ra
l/T

rib
al/

St
ate

 G
ov

't P
ow

er
s 4

 – 
C3

.0.
2

St
ru

ctu
re

 of
 F

ed
er

al 
Go

v't
 4 

– C
3.0

.3

Se
pa

ra
tio

n o
f P

ow
er

s i
n F

ed
 G

ov
't 4

 – 
C3

.0.
4

Ch
ec

ks
 an

d B
ala

nc
es

 4 
– C

3.0
.5

Pr
es

, C
on

gr
es

s, 
SC

OT
US

 E
lec

t/A
pp

oin
t 4

 – 
C3

.0.
6

Re
sp

on
sib

ilit
ies

 of
 M

em
be

rs 
of 

So
cie

ty 
4 –

 C
5.0

.1

Ri
gh

ts 
& 

Re
sp

on
sib

ilit
ies

 4 
– C

5.0
.2

Va
lue

s/P
rin

cip
les

 A
me

ric
an

 D
em

oc
ra

cy
 4 

– C
5.0

.3

Go
od

s &
 S

er
vic

es
 of

 G
ov

't, 
Fu

nd
ing

 4 
– E

1.0
.8

Pu
bli

c I
ss

ue
s i

n U
nit

ed
 S

tat
es

 4 
– P

3.1
.1

Co
nfl

ict
s o

ve
r D

em
oc

ra
tic

 V
alu

es
 4 

– P
3.1

.3

The "Big Four" Justices

Women of the Court 

Role of the Public      

How a Case Begins   

Attorneys    

Jury (Civil/Criminal)       

Voir Dire      

The Witness      

The Judge        

Judicial Potpourri

The MI Court System   

Media in the Courts     

Rule of Law       

First Amendment Rights      

Labor Law (Famous Strikes)    

Due Process Under the Law        

The Law of Business    

Environmental Law      

Family Law     

Product Liability     

Youth of a Nation     

Balance the Scales of Justice        

People of the Three Fires     

Drinking & Driving     

Teen Court   

Crime Victim/Defendant Rights        

Technology in Court 

Drug Court     

Mediation     

Domestic Violence/PPOs     

courts.mi.gov/learningcenter

517-373-7171

925 W. Ottawa St.  PO Box 30048  Lansing, MI  48909

Michigan Supreme Court Learning Center
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https://courts.michigan.gov/education/learning-center/pages/default.aspx


Grade 5
MDE - Social Studies Content Expectations (2019)

Visiting the Learning Center, when paired with preparatory and follow-up activities, can help students fulfill

all Social Studies Content Expectations listed below in United States History and Geography (USHG) 

and Public Discourse, Decision Making, and Civic Participation (P). Tours can be tailored to highlight content expectations 

that best fit each group's needs.

How to Prepare For (and Follow Up) School Tours (pdf)
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Introductory Presentation

Lady Justice

MI Legal Milestones

Three Branches of Gov't

Right to Vote 

Traffic Citations

Freedom of Speech & Press   

Locker Search  

Robe & Gavel

U.S. Constitution   

Third Branch of Gov't

Civil War Roots

Civil Rights Roots

Miranda Rights  

Abortion Rights  

Desegregation

Death Penalty Abolished in MI  

Kalamazoo Tax Case

Foundations of MI Law

President's Sense of Humor  

Sweet Victory  

Exusable Homicide

Michigan's Constitution

The "Big Four" Justices

Women of the Court

PUSHG
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https://courts.michigan.gov/education/learning-center/educator-resources/curriculum/Documents/MSCLC-PrePostVisit.pdf


Grade 5
MDE - Social Studies Content Expectations (2019)
Continued
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Role of the Public  

How a Case Begins  

Attorneys  

Jury (Civil/Criminal)  

Voir Dire  

The Witness  

The Judge  

Judicial Potpourri

The MI Court System

Media in the Courts   

Rule of Law  

First Amendment Rights   

Labor Law (Famous Strikes)   

Due Process Under the Law   

The Law of Business 

Environmental Law 

Family Law 

Product Liability

Youth of a Nation  

Balance the Scales of Justice    

People of the Three Fires 

Drinking & Driving 

Teen Court

Crime Victim/Defendant Rights  

Technology in Court

Drug Court  

Mediation

Domestic Violence/PPOs

Current Events    

courts.mi.gov/learningcenter

PUSHG

Michigan Supreme Court Learning Center

925 W. Ottawa St.  PO Box 30048  Lansing, MI  48909

517-373-7171
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Grade 8
MDE - Social Studies Content Expectations (2019)

Visiting the Learning Center, when paired with preparatory and follow-up activities, can help students fulfill

all Social Studies Content Expectations listed below in United States History and Geography (USHG) 

and Public Discourse, Decision Making, and Civic Participation (P). Tours can be tailored to specific content expectations. 

How to Prepare For (and Follow Up) School Tours (pdf)
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Introductory Presentation

Lady Justice

MI Legal Milestones

Three Branches of Gov't

Right to Vote 

Traffic Citations

Freedom of Speech & Press 

Locker Search 

Robe & Gavel

U.S. Constitution  

Third Branch of Gov't  

Civil War Roots  

Civil Rights Roots 

Miranda Rights 

Abortion Rights  

Desegregation  

Death Penalty Abolished in MI 

Kalamazoo Tax Case

Foundations of MI Law

President's Sense of Humor
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Exusable Homicide

Michigan's Constitution

The "Big Four" Justices  

Women of the Court

USHG
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Grade 8
MDE - Social Studies Content Expectations (2019)
Continued

P
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Role of the Public

How a Case Begins

Attorneys

Jury (Civil/Criminal)

Voir Dire

The Witness

The Judge

Judicial Potpourri

The MI Court System

Media in the Courts

Rule of Law 

First Amendment Rights 

Labor Law (Famous Strikes)

Due Process Under the Law  

The Law of Business

Environmental Law

Family Law

Product Liability

Youth of a Nation 

Balance the Scales of Justice 

People of the Three Fires

Drinking & Driving

Teen Court

Crime Victim/Defendant Rights 

Technology in Court

Drug Court 

Mediation

Domestic Violence/PPOs

courts.mi.gov/learningcenter

USHG

Michigan Supreme Court Learning Center

925 W. Ottawa St.  PO Box 30048  Lansing, MI  48909

517-373-7171
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High School – USHG, Civics
MDE - Social Studies Content Expectations (2019)

Visiting the Learning Center, when paired with preparatory and follow-up activities, can help students fulfill all Social Studies Content Expectations listed below.

F1 6
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 C
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C
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Rotunda and State Seal 

Introductory Presentation   

Jury Duty Video (Optional)       

Lady Justice  

MI Legal Milestones       

Three Branches of Gov't  

Right to Vote      

Traffic Citations    

Freedom of Speech & Press           

Locker Search     

Robe & Gavel

U.S. Constitution      

Third Branch of Gov't  

Civil War Roots        

Civil Rights Roots         

Miranda Rights         

USHG CIVICS

C4 C6C2 C38

9



High School – USHG, Civics
MDE - Social Studies Content Expectations (2019)
Continued
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Death Penalty Abolished MI    

Abortion Rights     

Kalamazoo Tax Case    

Foundations of MI Law   

President's Sense of Humor      

Sweet Victory       

Exusable Homicide    

Michigan's Constitution      

The "Big Four" Justices  

Women of the Court    

Role of the Public        

How a Case Begins     

Attorneys     

Jury (Civil/Criminal)        

Voir Dire       

The Witness       

The Judge      

Judicial Potpourri   

The MI Court System  

Media in the Courts      
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High School – USHG, Civics
MDE - Social Studies Content Expectations (2019)
Continued
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Rule of Law     

First Amendment Rights             

Labor Law (Famous Strikes)         

Due Process Under the Law                

Balance Scales of Justice           

People of the Three Fires        

Youth of a Nation      

Product Liability     

Family Law     

Environmental Law       

Business Law     

Drinking & Driving      

Teen Court      

Victim/Defendant Rights         

Technology in Court 

Drug Court      

Mediation    

Domestic Violence/PPOs        
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